May 7, 2024
Corinne City Council
Regular Session

Mayor Shane Baton called the meeting to order. Present were Mayor Shane Baton, Council Members Greg Harris, Ann Whitaker, Tom Little, Karen Caldwell and Recorder Kendra Norman.
Council Member Wade Layton was excused from the meeting. 

Karen C. led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

A moment of silence was observed.

APPOINTMENTS:
	A. Onions 52 represented by Genneva Blanchard, approached the Council requesting to annex their property into Corinne City. They are planning on an expansion to their existing facility and would need to run water and sewer to their location. The water usage would be minimal, similar to residential usage. Genneva B. asked if the Council would be open to a cooperative agreement that if any other development in the next 10 years uses the line, they can be reimbursed a portion of the expense. Mayor Baton stated that is an option and has been done in the past. The Council discussed the petition and had no further questions. 
Karen C. motioned to approve the petition to annex Onions 52 in Corinne City municipal boundaries and forward the petition for further consideration. Ann W. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Greg H. for, Ann W. for, Tom L. for, Karen C. for with Wade L. absent. 

	B. Rachael Hansen and Bruce Anderson approached the Council to request reparations for home repair due to the sewage backing up into her basement on August 3, 2023. Rachael H. stated sewage flooded her basement for 6 hours that day. JL N. came over and said the city would make it right with her but the city’s insurance company declined the claim. They did offer a $5,000 payout of no fault at the request of the city. She presented cost estimates to repair the damage and is frustrated because it is not her fault, she did nothing wrong but now has a basement that is ruined. Mayor Baton stated that was the day of the 100-year storm and if the city’s system failed it would be our responsibility to repair the basement. The claim was denied due to it being a weather event and our sewer did not fail. Mayor Baton stated that her home did not have the proper backflow preventer installed and was granted the $5,000 no fault payment that no other homeowner was granted and quite a few homes had flood and sewer damage from that storm. After discussion the Council asked her to come back with what she is expecting and provide proof of what percentage of the damage she feels the city is responsible for. 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Deputy Hopkins provided and reviewed the calls for April. The Sheriff’s department were in Corinne 59 times with 18 of those being extra patrols. Most of the visits were positive interactions, it has been pretty quiet recently. Mayor Baton and City Council Members stated that they see them around and appreciate it. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Karen C. reported that the Fire Department responded to 8 calls in April, 4 inside city, limits and 4 outside. They are continuing training, have received one grant for $3,507 and are applying for an additional grant. 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:
Tom L. motioned to approve the minutes of April 16th and April 25th as written. Karen C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Greg H. for, Ann W. for, Tom L. for, Karen C. for with Wade L. absent. 

MAYOR/COUNCIL BUSINESS:
	A. Methodist Church Restoration Project – Karen C. reported that there were no budget changes in April. They are waiting for the lot to dry to complete the French drain project. The baseball tournament is coming up June 14th – 15th and requested Council volunteers to help coach the possible youth team and help set up and tear down the concessions. The goat heads were an issue last year, Karen C. will contact JL N. about the issue. 

	B. Road Projects – Greg H. presented 4 bids for the upcoming proposed road project. The bids are as follows.
Morgan Pavement - $73,020.76
M & M Asphalt - $100,146.48
Anderson Asphalt - $97,221.47
C & B Asphalt - $80,779.40
After reviewing the bids, Greg H. recommended the lowest bid from Morgan Pavement be awarded. 
Greg H. motioned to approve the bid from Morgan Pavement for $73,020.76. Ann W. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Greg H. for, Ann W. for, Tom L. for, Karen C. for with Wade L. absent. 

	C. Security – Mayor Baton stated he met with 4 companies and 3 submitted bids to replace City Hall cameras and installing 4 at Flack Park. The city hall cameras have dead areas and the new system will take care of that and also leave room to add more if we want more at the park. The three bids submitted are:
MP Wire - $7,378 – Replace 
Ever Base - $10,937 – Upgrade & Replace
Another - $11,341 – Upgrade & Replace
The Council reviewed the submitted bids and Mayor Baton recommended going with Ever Base. 
Ann W. motioned to approve the bid from Ever base as presented. Greg H. seconded the motion. Motin carried with Greg H. for, Ann W. for, Tom L. for, Karen C. for with Wade L. absent. 

	D. Capital List – The Council reviewed the updated Capital List and discussed their priority projects for the 2025 budget. The Fire Department exit and new tender are both priorities and will be added to the new budget. 

	E. Budget – Mayor Baton asked the Council if they had anything they wanted changed. Karen C. stated she would like the monthly Council Payment to be reclassified in the ordinance to stipend instead of compensation, this will help with taxes. Karen C. also suggested increasing the mayor’s monthly stipend from $200 to $400, he puts in a lot of time. Mayor Baton stated he did not run for the money but to make the community a better place, however he does put in a lot of time. Tom L. stated that the rates for sewer were just increased and it might be bad timing. Employee wages were discussed as this is their year for a step increase. We currently have 5 employees 1 seasonal, 1 part time and 3 full-time. The full-time employees have been here for 15 plus years and over that time their roles and responsibilities have drastically changed. JL N. is the Public Works Director and his wage should reflect that. Mayor Baton suggested moving Public Works to Grade 11 step 4 and Recorder to Grade 10 step 5. The Treasurer will stay the same and move a step. The ordinance change will be forwarded to a public hearing in June 18th as part of the budget process. 

	F. Clean-Up – Mayor Baton stated that the dumpsters will be here on Wednesday May 15th and removed on Monday May 20th. The Council and volunteers will meet at City Hall on Saturday May 19th at 9:00am to help those that don’t have a truck get their things to the dumpster. Residents should plan to help load the materials into the dump truck.

NEW BUSINESS/REPORTS:
Karen C. reported that the new emergency phone number has been issued and will be put out to the public. It is only for after hours non-medical emergencies, for example, The flooding that took place last August. 

Mayor Baton reported that he will need someone to replace him at the assembly on May 29th to present the Mayor’s Award at Century Elementary. He will be out of town. The public hearing for impact fees will be held on May 21st and the Annexation Plan will be on the next agenda for the Council to submit their revisions. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Mike Bass stated that everything is going up and you don’t leave your people behind. It is hard to find employees and it is a great luxury to have employees who don’t leave. As a taxpayer it is worth it to increase pay and keep what we have. 

APPROVAL OF CHECKS:

ADJOURNMENT:
Tom L. motioned to adjourn the meeting. Karen C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Greg H. for, Ann W. for, Tom L. for, Karen C. for with Wade L. absent.

I certify these minutes to be true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.


Kendra Norman


__________________________________________			________________________
Mayor Shane Baton							Date 
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