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Conservation District Chair 
Steve Remund

Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Kent Bastian
Dave Evans
Rodger Ames
Conley Moon	


Department of Agriculture and Food:
Darrell Gillman- UDAF

Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins

						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
Jeremy Maycock- NRCS
Jim Spencer- NRCS
Katelyn Barsnick- USU Ext
Terrell Thayne- UDAF
Chris Plunkett- USFS
Sarah Leaby- USFS
Mike Cardon- Duchesne County
Braxton Spencer- Duchesne County 
Ren Bagley- NRCS
Ali Mangum- NRCS
Mike Hyde- PLPCO
Clay Crozier- PLPCO
Clyde Watkins- DCWCD
Bob Christensen- USFS
Randall Thacker- UDWR

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.

LOCAL WORKGROUP MEETING
Jeremy Maycock presented on what locally lead conservation means. Conservation districts were developed to allow local land owners that know first hand what’s happening in their counties, to have a voice in their local conservation. In 2023 there was $5 million that came into the basin that benefited salinity projects, sage grouse, and Russian olive control. Jeremy Maycock also introduced strategic fund pools. Strategic fund pools are a way to get money into our county. It helps show a need for funds. Anyone can write up an SFP, get it approved by Jeremy Maycock and Darrell Gillman, and submit it to the state office to request funding. 
Jim Spencer presented on what are Resource Concerns. Soil, water, air, plants, animals, human, an energy. When developing an SFP, it is important to determine what the resource concerns are. Jim split the group into 4 different groups, to come up with a list of resource concerns in the area. When the group came back together, the concerns were prioritized. The group determined that weed control is the number one concern in the county. Another big concern was fire prevention and rehabilitation after fire.

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

SUPERVISOR REPORTS
The water summit meeting was held in Vernal. Darrell Gillman and Jeremy Maycock attended and reported on how it went. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the December meeting minutes. Dave Evans made the motion to approve the December minutes, Kent Bastian second, motion passed.

SERA 
None at this time.

FINANCES
Darrell Gillman went over the finances with the board. Dave Evans made the motion to approve the finances, Conley Moon second, motion passed.
CD BUSINESS

CD’s Come Due
Both of the CD’s will be coming due in the next few months. Kent Bastian motioned to move the 12-month CD, which comes due at the end of February, to a 6 month CD which is currently at 5% interest, Dave Evans second, motion passed. 

Soil Health
Dave Evans discussed wanting to do a soil health program to encourage landowners to focus on soil health. One option that was presented is to create a grant application, for landowners to request funds to purchase cover crop seed. Another option presented is for the conservation district to purchase the seed, for the landowners to then take and use, and report back on how it went. Dave Evans suggested that we spread awareness by putting the soil health program on the conservation website.

UACD/ NACD dues
The board discussed the UACD and NACD dues. Dave Evans motioned to pay the same as in our previous year of $1,425 to UACD, and $775 to NACD, Conley Moon second, motion passed.

Awards
The board discussed awarding the Dart family for their efforts in conservation. They discussed presenting the award in our CD meeting, or at the ag expo held in July. We will come back next meeting with a decision.

Tree Program
Darrell Gillman has reserved trees from Schumacker’s nursery. The average cost to us per bundle is $22.49. Dave Evans motioned to approve the customer price of the trees at $30 per bundle, Kent Bastian second, motion passed. We will get the tree order forms available to the public. 

Beef Expo
Terrell Thayne has a booth reserved at the beef expo. The supervisors were made aware that if they had anything they’d like to add from the conservation district, they can share a booth with Terrell. 

PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
Nothing at this time.

GIP
Nothing at this time.

NRCS
Jeremy Maycock reported that NRCS has hired some new staff, Ali here in Roosevelt, and 3 employees in the Vernal office. John Hardman sent out an email asking if the districts are interested in hosting a conservation stewardship workshop. UACD will pay $800 to go towards the workshop. An option was presented that this could be done during the beef expo or crop school. The districts need at least 10 hours of planning, and a minimum of 20 people in attendance.
Jim Spencer reported that on the UDAF website, you can apply for a pollinator plant kit.

USU EXTENSION
Katelyn Barsnick reported that they are doing a Women in Ag presentation at the beef expo. They are holding the Crop School on February 21 at 10:00 at the USU campus in Roosevelt. The morning session will be crop topics, and the afternoon session is a beef quality assurance certification. There is a $20 fee to get your BQA. Katelyn’s office is temporarily at the DMV while the library and offices in Duchesne are being renovated. 


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Next CD Meeting- February 28, 2024
Crop School- February 21, 2024
Zone Meeting- March 6, 2024 in Heber

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Conley Moon made the motion to adjourn at 2:30 P.M.
