
 

 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 
CITY COUNCIL STUDY MEETING 

 
July 1, 2014 

 
Present: Mayor Dave Alvord, Councilman Chuck Newton, Councilman Mark Seethaler, 

Councilman Don Shelton, Councilman Steve Barnes, CM Gary Whatcott, 
ACM/City Attorney Rob Wall, Community Development Director/City Engineer 
Brad Klavano, COS Paul Cunningham, Community Services Director Don 
Tingey, IS Director John Day, City Council Secretary MaryAnn Dean 

 
Others: See Attachment A 
 
STUDY SESSION – 4:00 PM 
 

A. Invocation: By Councilman Don Shelton 
 
Councilman Shelton offered an invocation.  
 
Mayor Alvord indicated that Councilman Rogers and Council Barnes are not present at this time. 
They will be here later in the meeting.  
 

B. Discussion: City Wide Policy Implementation (By COS, Paul Cunningham) 
 
COS Paul Cunningham reviewed the process for city wide policy implementation.  
 
Councilman Seethaler asked where is this documentation ultimately filed? COS Cunningham 
explained that some documents will go in the employee handbook and other documents are filed 
with the city wide policy. He said these policies are internal in nature. He said they are looking at 
ratifying the employee handbook annually. Many changes are technical in nature because of 
changes in law. Each year, they will highlight the areas that have changed.  
 
Councilman Seethaler asked if they should keep the policies in a section of the employee 
handbook for safekeeping in one place? CM Whatcott said the changes they are making are not 
new, but the process is new. They can put it all in an identifiable folder, if needed. All documents 
are available to the public.  
 
City Attorney Wall noted that this new process is bringing them into legal compliance. 
 

C. Discussion: Welby Park “Draft” Interlocal Agreement Review (By Community Services 
Director, Don Tingey) 

 
Community Services Director Don Tingey said the agreement is still at the County attorney’s 
office. The County finalized some language in the agreement and the city should have it soon.  
 
Councilman Barnes arrived at the meeting at this time.  
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Community Services Director Tingey discussed the design of the park. After the design of the 
park is complete, they will get a cost estimate. CM Whatcott said they are hoping to develop the 
park in phases.  
 
The City portion of the park will be 30 of the 160 acres. The City is taking the most aggressive 
part of the park for use as a turf park. There are various uses proposed throughout the entire 160 
acres. CM Whatcott said some of the property will be developed as natural open space.  
 
Director Tingey said when the city gets the interlocal agreement, they will sign a contract with 
the landscape design firm and go through the master plan concept. They will hopefully be 
working on the construction drawings through the winter and start construction next spring or 
early summer. It was noted that the 4800 West road project will be complete in mid October.  
 
CM Whatcott said there will be some opportunity for the public to be involved in the process, but 
not to the same extent as in the original plan.  
 

D. Discussion: Update of Collector Street Enforcement (By Community Development 
Director/City Engineer, Brad Klavano) 

 
COS Paul Cunningham reviewed the history of collector street fencing in the city. They have had 
a hold on enforcement of the Ordinance since 2010 for non-compliant fences. He asked if City 
Council is prepared to move forward with the existing Ordinance before they begin enforcement.  
 
Councilman Newton said there was an indication that there were 40-60 homes where the city had 
to work with them because there were liens on the homes or threatened liens. COS Cunningham 
said there are some homes where there is a question on who is responsible for the fence. There 
has been some discussion by the Council about revisiting the collector street fence Ordinance. 
Staff needs direction if they want to enforce the fence Ordinance.  
 
Councilman Barnes said he is not in favor of this Ordinance with the rules changing. There have 
been streets that have come in and out of collector street status. There are some that have 
complied with the collector street fencing Ordinance that now they don’t have to. He said he is 
okay having things to encourage; it is another thing to tell people to comply when the city has a 
history of non enforcement.  
 
Councilman Newton said they did the delay in enforcement to give people a chance to come into 
compliance. They relieved the burden on the residents. In the past, Councilman Barnes has taken 
the position of eliminating the collector street fencing and let people have a patchwork of 
fencing.  
 
Councilman Barnes said at the very least, they should not retroactively apply the Ordinance. He 
agrees with Councilman Seethaler when he said they should be out of the fencing business. 
Councilman Newton said that statement was made with regards to all the roads that the city 
would have to pay to fix, not just collector streets.  



South Jordan City 3 
City Council Study Session 
July 1, 2014 

 
 

 

 
Councilman Seethaler said there will continue to be new developments along collector streets 
that need some standards. The majority of the Council has agreed that they need to have clear 
and reasonable standards. Those standards need to be revisited. The second issue is the existing 
fences. They need to tie the two issues and determine the appropriate fencing materials for the 
existing fences. They also need to determine how much fencing the city owns and how much 
liability that represents to the city. The city needs to be held to the same fencing standards as 
residents. They need that analysis from staff to begin the discussion.  
 
Councilman Newton suggested an hour discussion on this issue in August.  
 
The City Council determined to continue with non enforcement of this issue for now.  
 
COS Cunningham said they would go through the list of fences that were non-conforming and 
take the fences off that meet the new standard.  
 
Councilman Newton said the whole reason for this Ordinance was aesthetics. He noted some 
residents that have installed wood and vinyl fencing improperly with their wrought iron. He said 
the problem with a lack of enforcement and a lack of an appropriate target is that they are not 
able to keep the design element and a certain look in the city.  
 
Councilman Shelton said there are issues with new construction fences and existing fences. What 
do they do with fencing for the property next to the new section of 4800 West that is being built?  
 
Councilman Seethaler said there are pieces to the existing Ordinance that need to be adjusted. He 
would like to have Councilman Shelton involved in the process.  
 
Councilman Barnes asked are they going for uniformity and aesthetics or safety? Councilman 
Newton said the issue was aesthetics versus cost. That is why wood was allowed.  
 

E. Review: Development Services – Level of Service (By Community Development 
Director/City Engineer, Brad Klavano) 

 
Community Development Director Brad Klavano introduced the management staff for the 
Community Development Department. He reviewed the responsibilities of the various divisions 
within that department.  
 
The City Council discussed the reason for land disturbance permits. The staff feels it is essential 
to prevent future problems. They feel the permit is justifiable or they would not do it.  
 
Community Development Director Klavano said currently, the builders are certifying their work. 
There continues to be problems. He put the builders on notice that if the problems are not 
corrected, they will require the builders to hire a person to certify their work. The city is not 
liable, but when problems arise (such as flooding in the basement), the residents come to the city. 
Mr. Klavano said sometimes it is the homeowners that mess up grading the property.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilman Newton made a motion to adjourn. Councilman Shelton seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
 
This is a true and correct copy of the July 1, 2014 Council Study Session meeting minutes, which 
were approved on July 15, 2014. 
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