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Utah Marriage Commission Quarterly Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, May 9th, 2024  
1pm-2pm, Zoom  
  
Commission Members in Attendance: Melissa Ballard, Bruce Hough, Crystal Painter, Carol Spackman-Moss, Joe Johnson, Mary Catherine Perry, Tiffiney Christainsen, Jeremy Boden, Brad Barnett, Tessa Stewart.
   
Ex-Officio Members: Dr. Brian Higginbotham (USU), Dr. Dave Schramm (USU) 
  
UMC Staff: Phillip Estes, Justin Fague, Alan Hawkins. 
  
Not in Attendance: Todd Weiler, Lola Shipp, Mike Kennedy, Tanya Vea, Krista Sorenson, Jill Anderson, Joe Needham, Dave Thomas.
  
Welcome                  						Rep. Melissa Ballard (Chair) 

Melissa Ballard presented an article by Brad Wilcox, published on April 30, 2024, discussing the decline in the share of children residing with married biological parents from more than 85% in the 1950s to about 65% currently. The article highlighted statistics indicating the impact of intact families on educational and incarceration outcomes for boys.
 
Partnership Drive                         				 Rep. Melissa Ballard (Chair) 
 
Public Awareness and Promotion Strategies for StrongerMarriage.org
1. Rep. Ballard emphasized the need to increase awareness and usage of StrongerMarriage.org. citing growing but low visitation rates among Utah adults. 
2. Proposed strategies included seeking sponsorships of $1,000, $3,000, or $10,000 for five years to support public engagement initiatives. 
3. Discussion focused on engaging individuals and groups in promoting the Utah Marriage Commission’s resources. 

Funding for StrongerMarriage.org E-Courses
1. The commission discussed funding options for developing new e-courses on StrongerMarriage.org, targeting newlyweds and others. 
2. Proposed sponsorships included $10,000 for an online course and $3,000 for a quick lesson. 
3. Suggestions were made to involve commissioners in promoting these resources. 

Partnerships for Podcast Episodes
1. Opportunities for partnerships in podcast episodes were discussed, including premier partners, associate partners, and single episode sponsor options. 
2. Emphasis was placed on transparency regarding fund allocation and donor recognition preferences. 

Discussion on Free Resources and Partnerships
1. Tiffiney Christiansen suggested exploring free initiatives such as offering discounts on marriage licenses for website visits and engaging HR directors via newsletters.
2. Senator Johnson raised questions about audience demographics and the need for sizable audience to attract sponsors effectively. 
3. Jeremy Boden raised questions about the advantages of a five-year commitment over a one-year commitment for sponsors. Melissa Ballard emphasized the benefits of long-term commitments for sustained impact and engagement. 
 
Host updates and reports                       				  Dr. Alan Hawkins
									    Dr. Brian Higginbotham
										Dr. Dave Schramm  
Updates on Initiatives

February Date Night
1. A successful Utah date night event with 3,700 total views, indicating a significant increase from previous years. 
2. Collaborations with partners like Naomi Brower and discussions with a group in St. George for future events are in the works. 
Success Sequence
3. Alan Hawkins briefed the attendees on the efforts made to incorporate the success sequence into curriculum standards. A bid was submitted in response to the Utah State Board of Education’s call for proposals on this matter. 
4. Melissa Ballard inquired about the plan for sharing the success sequence in postsecondary institutions. Alan Hawkins and Dave Schramm discussed the need for a comprehensive strategy and content for universities and colleges to promote the success sequence effectively. They will develop a proposal for this initiative. 

Budgetary Updates, Marketing efforts, and Outreach
1. Brian Higginbotham provided an update on the budget, highlighting stability in spending and funding from dedicated credits. He shared details of marketing expenditures, including social media, partnerships with Aggie Nation, and participation in bridal fairs. Carryover funds from last year are being utilized as planned. 
2. Brian discussed website analytics, emphasizing the need for mobile-friendly design due to the majority of users accessing resources via mobile devices. 
3. Efforts to reach rural communities were highlighted for future outreach initiatives. 
4. Rep. Ballard’s request for detailed marketing expenditure was acknowledged, with over $70,000 spent on marketing efforts. 
5. Dave Schramm updated on TANF contract deliverables, highlighting successful webinars and E-courses engagement. The E-prep online courses exceeded expectations with over 250 codes utilized in 10 months. The relationship assessment tool (RELATE) was also well-received, particularly due to its accessibility and affordability. 
a. Jeremy Boden proposed integrating webinars and podcast into university assignments to enhance student engagement and knowledge. 
6. Senator John D. Johnson suggested leveraging digital marketing and search engine optimization strategies to enhance the visibility and accessibility of educational content. Brian Higginbotham acknowledged the importance of these strategies and expressed readiness to explore further. 
 
 
Commission Nominations                                  			Rep. Melissa Ballard (Chair)  
   
Nomination Process
1. Rep. Ballard emphasized the opportunity to nominate candidates for a Chair Elect + Vice Chair position. 
2. The goal is to have a structured leadership transition that ensures continuity and growth for the Commission when commission members move on. 
  
  
Commission Action Items 
  
1. Rep. Ballard encouraged members to submit nominations and suggestions for leadership roles. 
2. Alan Hawkins will follow-up with Commissioners to discuss specific ways to strengthen financial partnerships and engage members personally or through their organizations. 
  
  
Upcoming Meetings  
2024  
· Friday, Sep 20, (in person, luncheon) 11:30-1:00 
· Th, Nov 14, 1:00-2:30 
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