 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, March 13th, 2023
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston (absent)
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner 

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 1:10p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting. Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the minutes, Braden Cornia seconding and unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $40,770.94 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were $31,251.50 for the TA2022 grant on 2/23, $500.00 from North Cache on 2/27, and $9.32 for interest on 2/27. 

The checks that processed were: UACD for $625.00 ($500.00 UACD annual dues 2023 and $125.00 for Voluntary Education donation) #285, UACD planner wages for $670.51 #286, Westar Printing for $88.20 #287, and Jace Farnsworth for outreach dinner $1,200.00 #288.
The outstanding bills are $35.00 for the senior citizen building rental for the outreach dinner with the Cattlemen’s. 

Braden Cornia made a motion to pay the outstanding bills Judy Stuart seconding, unanimously approved. 
A discussion was brought up regarding the clerk wages. Jace explained that most districts pay a flat rate every quarter. Jace said they pay around $4,000-$5,000 a year. The supervisors decided on $5,000. Jeanne will need to talk to Kristy to get this started.

Braden Cornia made a motion and Judy Stuart seconding to pay the clerk $5,000 for the clerk’s wages for the year. This was unanimously approved. This will be reimbursed by the $11,000.
AGENDA ITEM

Justin Elsner- NRCS Report- (Jessica Anderson)
Jessica reported that they just finished ranking a little bit ago and she has two CSPs that she is working on. Batch 2 flood irrigation infostructure is in motion, and the deadline is March 29th. They applied to continue with this next year but have not heard back. This year $120,000 was requested but next year the amount was cut back a little. 

Taylor wanted to send a reminder about the money for the GIP help. Candy said we will write the checks when Taylor knows how many get approved. It has been approved in the past and the supervisors committed again to pay for it. 

The posters got brought and Jayme will be handing them out and educating the students.

AGENDA ITEM

Jace Farnsworth- Resource Coordinator Business
Utah Conservation Districts Zone Meeting was well attended and Jace handed out information. At the zone 1 meeting a challenge was put forth for every district to come up with a type of project to work on as a district. Jessica Anderson, Jayme Kofoed, and Taylor Payne helped with this. Jayme said they discussed efficient winter livestock water systems resulting in having more water in the summer season. Not having to fill the canal in the winter will result in better water quality for Bear River also. The measurable goal is getting participants on board, partners to work with, participation from the community, department of water rights, extension, concerns from canal companies and contractors. Jace said that he will need to report on how the district is doing with their project. Nick Reithel applied for $15,000 with Non-Point source and we should know soon if it gets funded. Jace said we need to see what kind of outreach we can do, possibly at the fair. Once we get a few water systems in we can show the county. Jace asked if any amendments need to be made on the worksheet. Jace said we need to make a contact list with all those involved on the canal. Candy also said identifying the alternating water sources that are available would be productive. Reganne said that the 4-H would help with the tours. It was noted that everyone needs to get involved in the project. It will save a lot of water and livestock. Reganne asked if it would be worth it to present at the canal company meeting. Ben Weston has presented on this in the past, Jayme is going to reach out to him to get information. Jayme suggested something different than just a booth at the fair. Reganne said possibly we can do something hands on in the vendor’s section. Jayme and Jessica are going to brainstorm for some options that peak people’s interest. Reganne said she has lawn games. Jace is going to make the changes that were suggested. 

Supervisor’s appointments, all the signatures were obtained.

Jace handed out the water op funding list. The drip systems won’t be completely approved until April 18th, it has to go through the water op committee to approve this go around.

Candy asked about the extra money, Jace said there is $200 million total- 392 applications were put in totaling $62 million in money requested.  Some sprinkler to pivots did not get funded. They funded right around $50 million, on farm was sperate than the irrigation companies. Zone 1 ended up getting $13.6 million which is 61% of on farm. Zone 1 had the majority of applications. Five out of the fifteen did not get funded for Rich County. Those that got funded or not funded will receive an email letting them know and all should be notified by the end of today.

ISM grant was put in for a total of $12,750. $500 for backpack sprayers for people to do their own, Jace brought 5 gallons to spray medusa. The district will get $1,000 for holding the grant. He is also putting one in for dyers woad alone for $5,000. We can hopefully educate people on grazing with goats to help dyers woad. It is mostly over Monte. Cache county, Weber, Davis, and Garden City have a huge problem. Jace said that it is not as high on the focus list. Jace has contacted TJ about the previous ISM grant, he has emailed and called. Leafy spurge is one that is a concern right now, it is in Box Elder and Cache. Jace applied for leafy spurge in both counties to try and control it. The treatment is expensive and it takes multiple treatments. It is in alfalfa fields and very hard to get rid of, it is also poisonous. 

AGENDA ITEM

Reganne Briggs- USU Extension
Reganne received an email asking producers to participate in an interview process sharing how they irrigate. This will help with what they do with water policy. It will take 30-40 minutes and the participant will receive a $30.00 gift card. 

She will be having a spring CRM meeting and she asked if the supervisors would like included in CRM meeting. They are doing a summer tour on June 27th through Three Creeks. The meeting looks like it will be April 23rd. It is about a 1.5-to-2-hour meeting.

She received a email from USU AG wellness team. They are collaborating with UDAF to do a producer dinner by July. She offered for the district to join in some how but USU will cover all the expenses for that dinner. 
AGENDA ITEM

Jayme Koefoed- Conservation Planner

The informational sign was talked about. Taylor said when he was in Washington there were signs put up saying what the county contributes to agriculture. This would show what Rich County contributes to agriculture. Candy said we would be better putting a sign up saying what Rich County does all together.  
Jayme said the meeting was very good and she learned a lot about Conservation Districts.
Jayme got his first pollinator program sign up, Erik Digerness. He said that he would be willing to do an outreach tour.  Reganne said that Sherydon Stuart has done this program in the past. The last part of the application asked what to do better and he suggested outreach. Reganne asked about the growing zones. Since we have different growing zones. Jace said we have northern and southern zones.
Jayme has been doing active contract maintenance with the current contracts that are going. 

Jayme is going to send out the poster information to the teachers soon. Jeanne will get the poster paper from the school with Michelle Hatch. 

AGENDA ITEM

DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Candy asked about approving sending a letter requesting $2,500 from the Commissioner. Braden made a motion Judy seconded, unanimously approved.  Jeanne will draft and send a letter requesting the money. 
Next meeting will be on May 8th at 6:00pm. 
Filled out SERA forms.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Braden Cornia moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy Stuart seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30pm. 
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