MILLARD CONSESRVATION DISTRICT
Regular Meeting of Supervisors
Tuesday, April 9, 2024
4:00p.m.
Meeting Minutes



Those Present:
CD Supervisors:  Blake Stevens, Jacob Robison, and Heber Finlinson 
Clerk:  Lynette Bond
Representing UDAF:  Tracy Balch via Teams
Representing NRCS:  Derrick Rowley, Russell Monroe
Representing USU Extension: Kalen Taylor
Representing Millard County Commissioners: 
Others:  
Excused From This Meeting:  Dan Anderson, Kolby Bond 

-Blake called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  

ADMINISTRATIVE
-Blake called for a declaration of conflict of interest.  None were declared.
-Jacob moved to approve the February 2024 Regular Meeting minutes and the April Agenda.  Blake seconded and the motion carried.
MILLARD CD FINANCIAL 
· Reviewed the 2024 Budget for any possible changes for 2025.
Jacob said maybe the interest amount could be adjusted since the interest rates are higher now.  Jacob also wondered on where we could save on the budget.  Tracy mentioned that there are no restrictions on how the money in our accounts can be spent, as long as it falls within the budget and in line with conservation guidelines.  
It was decided to have the budget hearing in May.  The Budget Hearing no longer needs to be advertised in the local newspaper but must be advertised on the Public Notice Website and on the building where the meeting will be held.
· $54.82 to Lynette for LWG Refreshments approved in February
· Reviewed and Approved the 3rd Qtr. Reimbursement Request of $1,425.00  
· Jacob received 2 checks for trees and deposited them in the amount of $360.00
· 2nd Qtr. Reimbursement of $1,329.95 was deposited.
-Heber moved to approve all items listed above Jacob seconded and the motion carried.  

USU EXTENSION
-Kalen thanked everyone for participation in the recent meetings he has set up and felt everything went well. 
-He reported that there is still a pretty good pot of money in the gopher account, but he had one person come in with 297 tails, and it could go fast if that happens again.   Interest in the project seems to grow in the spring.  
-Kalen said that there is evidence of crown rot on alfalfa fields and alfalfa nematode more in East Millard than West, so keep eye out for it.  He’s not sure what is causing it, but wonders if excessive harrowing could be part of the cause.
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
-Commissioner Johnson was unable to attend this meeting.

ARDL BUSINESS
-There was no ARDL business at this meeting. 

 NRCS BUSINESS
-Derrick introduced Russell Monroe as a new planner for NRCS.  Most of the group know him as he was raised in Scipio, and currently lives there.
-Derrick provided a water year report for the Lower Sevier, showing 165% snowpack and 150% water supply.  This is much higher than we’ve had in recent years.
-The River project got selected for funding.
-With the IRA funding, they are working on three energy projects and a couple of range projects.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS
-Tracy mentioned that she noticed in the February minutes that Heber would like to get information out to local producers.  She suggested the following:
· bring in representatives from organizations to publicize programs
· quarterly web meetings 
· set up a booth in other public meetings  
Heber was thinking more of inviting people to the CD meeting to get input on where funding needs to go and what the needs in the county are.
-Tree orders are coming in, there is $1, 040.00 worth so far. 
-The Clerk sent in the needed nomination form and commitment to serve from the three members whose terms are up and wish to serve another term.
-Jacob and Heber attended the Zone Conference and talked about getting mountain water into pressurized systems.    Heber said he learned a lot there.  There is a lot of opportunities available for the CD’s to help with.  Jacob said that they learned that the CD can give a lot of support to projects that need help.  This discussion led to more discussion about the Millard County Weed Board.  Bob Stevens is on it.  Kalen thinks it would help to talk to the Commissioners to approve a full time weed supervisor.  Millard County’s set up is not the best.   A full time person could work on getting grants for projects such as spraying rangeland then reseeding, and other like projects.  The weed board has authority to fine landowners for not controlling their weeds.  They can spray for them and send them a bill.  Getting the commissioners involved would be a great help.
-Tracy mentioned grants that are available through the State of Utah.  See attachment.
-Tracy wondered about doing a recognition for Dan Stevens?   Possibly a pocket knife?  Other CDs could help with the cost.  The Supervisor’s agreed.  Dan was a great help to the Conservation District as well as the NRCS office. 
-Tracy has been working with Clerks on new codes for the financial items so they would match the codes the State has set up to bring more clarity to the transparency reports.
-Blake reported that the range drill purchase has been a process.   The company that sells the drill everyone recommends is no longer in business.   Tru Ax is the only one who will work with him.  Great Plains drill is not what the board feels is the best.  Question was raised as to whether a no till drill would be easier to obtain.   
Heber will contact the new owner of the dealership in Wyoming and see if he can get any results.  
If we can get one ordered and the invoice into the state, they will get a check to us pretty quickly.  
-Heber said the grazing association approached him and would like him to help apply for a grant.  This grant would help repair a water line that was damaged due to the fire.  He is looking at that.  Jacob asked what the CD could do to help with that.  
-The Supervisors signed their SERA forms.

-Jacob motioned to adjourn.  Heber seconded.  The motion carried.
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