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Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian, Town Treasurer – Jeanette Taylor



March 18, 2024  - Meeting Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy welcomes everyone to the town council meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Ryan Rees is present, Don Bone is present, Bart Brian is present, Michelle Brian is present, Jeanette Taylor is absent, Matt Morgan is present. 

Visitors: Barbara Tewell, Brock Jackson 

Arsenic Testing Results: February results, .92 blend, #2 .88, #3 .92

Matt said the Scada isn’t working so they are working on finding out why. The pump is getting fixed, and Peterson’s sent it south thinking they could get it done faster but they couldn’t fit it so when Matt was at the water conference the guy there for Peterson’s said he would pick it up and take it north with him to see if they could get it fixed there instead. They know he is on a timeline, so they promised to have it back fast. The firehouse furnace is installed and working. He poked his head up in the attic of the firehouse and saw that their insulation wasn’t very deep, so he asked Greg to get him a bid on that. He attended the water conference and learned more about lead and cooper rules and wastewater. He is waiting for an ups package for the two cellular meters. They were shipped when he was at the conference. He ordered more street signs from the Utah Barricade. He started cemetery clean up on the piles hauling them off. He has received the pothole stuff so he can start working on those. 

Michelle said she sent two disconnects last month and one got lost in the mail and the other one finally reached then but way after the date she gave for the disconnect. She doesn’t know how to send them anymore if they aren’t going to get to them on time or not even make it to them. It’s frustrating how bad the post office deliveries have gotten since they moved to Vegas for distribution instead of Salt Lake. Mary said it probably won’t change may get worse. Michelle said all I can do is give them a little more time for shut off dates and hope they can get them quick enough. Michelle said the Weaver one has reached the 6-month time so she will send him one last certified letter to take the meter and if he doesn’t respond they will pull the meter. She has tried phone, email and letters and he never responds to any of them. 




Action Items: 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the February 8 public hearing minutes and the February 8 regular meeting minutes. Don motions to approve the minutes for both meetings on February 8th. Chris seconded the motion to approve the minutes for both meetings held on February 8. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve accounts payable for March. Chris motions to approve the accounts payable for March. Don seconded the motion to approve the accounts payable for March. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Bank Recs., bank deposits and checks written, delinquent water list, and financial reports are all signed off on. Checking bank reconciliations for January and February were signed and approved, deposits for January and February were also signed and approved. The delinquent water list for February was signed and approved. They also signed and approved all financial reports. 

Matt could only get two bids on lawnmowers for the cemetery. One from Jorgensen’s and one from a Grasshopper dealer. The one from Jorgensen’s is a Dixie Chopper but it is too big to fit around headstones at the cemetery. It was $16,000 for it but that was without a bagger and the Grasshopper one was $18,700 with a bagger and the right size for the cemetery. It doesn’t make sense to accept the low bid in this case because it won’t work for the needs they have. There aren’t any other dealers in Utah. The mayor calls for a motion to accept the bid from Grasshopper of $18,700 for the lawnmower. Chris motions to accept the bid from Grasshopper of $18,700 for the lawnmower. Bart seconded the motion to accept the bid from Grasshopper for $18,700 for the lawnmower. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. Matt will let them know and get it coming. 

The mayor received one bid on crack/seal for roads from Hales for $22,000 for four blocks from Paul Brown’s to Garkane’s. They decided to see about getting a few more bids before approving a bid for crack/seal. 

Michelle said Jared Parkinson was still waiting for the council to decide if they want to get a second opinion on their water rights issue or not. The mayor calls for a motion to approve or deny getting a second opinion on their water rights issue. Don motions to approve getting a second opinion on their water rights issue. Ryan seconded the motion to approve getting a second opinion on their water rights issue. All others voted yes. Motion carried. She will let Jared know. 

Business Items:

Jakelle Pace and Commissioner Brian came to make sure the town was good with them using the parks again for the fair in August. She wanted to make sure they had left things clean last year and that there weren’t any problems. The council said it all worked out well and they were happy to allow them use the parks again. Michelle said the only situation that happened last year was her having the park booked on the Saturday prior to the fair because the county only asks for the Monday-Saturday of the week the fair was being held. But somehow there was Wayne’s got talent practice was advertised to use the park on that Saturday prior to the fair starting. Michelle had already booked the park to  the Brown’s and they called her in a panic because they saw the advertisement. Michelle called Jakelle and Jakelle got them to move the practice and handled it very well and quickly. It all turned out fine, but Michelle just said if you want to use it prior to Monday then let her know now so it doesn’t get booked. Jakelle said we are fine to use it from Monday-Saturday as usual and she will make sure everyone knows that on the fair board. Michelle said other than that small glitch everything was great, and Jakelle is always on top of things early and helps make it easy to know when the park is being used. Commissioner Brian just wanted to thank them again for letting the county use the park. They said it’s good to work together and help each other out. 

Brock Jackson just came to talk to them about how easy it is to pass some tax ordinances and get some more revenue coming in for Loa. He explained about each of the ones that they could easily get passed. He has sample ordinances ready to go that he can send them too. They just need to hold a public hearing for each one and then set them on the agenda afterwards to approve them. They all liked the idea of getting them passed so he would send the sample ones to Michelle, and she would forward them to the council to look over. She can advertise for public hearings on them prior to their regular meeting if they can meet earlier and then they can approve them in their regular meeting. He also wanted to remind them about the meeting that Six County provides for them on Monday evenings once a month down to the community center in Bicknell. They bring people in to teach them about things that help them. It is such a great resource for them if they can start coming to the meetings. They would like to see some representatives from Loa there. They said they would keep trying to make it. They also discussed training courses they would like to have and how to set up a fee schedule for everything. They thanked him for all the hard work he does to help them. 

Jesse called in for a discussion about the water ordinance that Jared had put together months ago, but they weren’t ready to accept at that time. Jared had told them to make the changes they wanted and send it back to him when they felt more comfortable with it. 
They talked about the irrigation requirements and three-acre feet that is shown to be the amount needed to compare to culinary water. If a developer was planning on using culinary water for primary and secondary, then the way it reads here is that they would need to bring secondary water three-acre feet to convert to culinary to cover what culinary would be being used. This would be converted to municipal water. The only water rights that could be transferred to municipal water would be the underground water right so not every irrigation share could be water that could be converted to culinary. There are limits on what kind of water right can be transferred. The way the ordinance is written now says all new development but none of them know if that mean subdivision type developments or any new single homes would be required to bring water or pay a fee. Jesse says typically he sees that if a single homeowner comes in to build within the town limits the municipalities don’t require them to pay a fee or bring water with them in for the secondary water. It is more commonly applied with annexations or larger developments that need larger quantities of water. Jesse said the analysis that they did for them showed that with Loa’s current water right they could serve about 150-200 homes depending on what was being used for secondary. So he said if you are going to have annexations that increase your service area and require them to bring water because it is land not already in the town and then still allow for the ones in town to have access to water without bringing water or paying a fee then the water rights you have may be sufficient to cover what existing land is available in town. That could be an option. Bart said I don’t think there is enough land in Loa to get us to that 150 mark without annexing people in. There just didn’t seem like an easy answer to the questions being raised. No one felt good about requiring home in Loa to bring water because they felt like they should be able to provide for them. They also didn’t love the idea of making people bring in water if they couldn’t but at the same time, they may not enough to provide for people outside of Loa and they needed to be able to take care of their residents first. They realize that buying irrigation shares is almost impossible and the ones that have them may not be all be able to be converted to municipal water so that doesn’t really help the situation either. The only thing that felt fair was to just require it of annexation with the intent to develop because that would be adding a lot more area to service. Bart said maybe we could do it depending on the amount being annexed and developed also. Like over 5 they must bring water, just a thought. Ryan said but then people might just do 5 and to get the water and then down the road bring in 5 more so that seems like it may not work. They felt like maybe just taking the first step and using annexation as the tool to get people to bring water seemed like the best way to make sure that the residents in town had plenty and the ones that wanted to come in had to help by bringing water. Then maybe give it five years or so and see what has happened and if they need to make changes. Michelle will see if Jared can do something to just do annexations required to bring water, then they will look at it again and see what they think before they move forward. 

Information Items:

Michelle said Chance had asked her if he could do the cemetery mowing again this year. She forgot to put that on the agenda so she is just letting them know and they can talk about it next month.

She also wanted to let them know that irrigation billing would be going out and see if there was anything they wanted to say on their bills. They didn’t have anything new to add. 

She also wanted them to be thinking about a day for cemetery cleanup and asked if they wanted her to send out a newsletter again with that announcement as well as any others that they may want to include. 

The Regional Growth Summit is coming up on May 21 and they need to get registered if they can attend. 

The mayor calls for a motion to adjourn the meeting, Bart motions to adjourn the meeting. Ryan seconded the motion. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned. 
