


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
April 10, 2024
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, R Holmgren, J Holmgren, Anderson, Mecham, Dallin, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Gil Miller, Val Cal, Bret Fowers, Janeal Fowers, Lynn Green, Alan Christensen, Kathy Price, Tyona Price, Roxanne Coburn, Laura Holmgren, Ron Anderson, Julie Anderson, Penny Simmons, Brett Curtis, Suzanne Curtis, Tom Buck, Jan Buck, Emma Rees, Sue Rees, Mike Brown, Brenda Brown, James Knight, Bryant Tingey, Serena Tingey

ABSENT: None

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Dallin

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  May 8, 2024

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from March 13, 2024 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes March 13, 2024 be approved with noted change mentioned above.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Martinez was not in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Residents of the Subdivision interrupted during the part of the meeting that the Council talked about amending the subdivision.  They thought for some reason the drainage and swales were going to be talked about.  Brett Curtis stated that the drainage and swales are not working in the subdivision.  It seems the residents were under the impression that the swales would drain.  It was explained to them by a couple of the subdivision residents that swales are meant to hold water not drain.  This keeps it out of their house.  

YOUTH MAYOR EMMA REES – YOUTH COUNCIL REPORT:  Seventeen members of the Bear River City Youth Council had the opportunity to attend a Leadership Conference at USU.  They had a good time together and learned a lot of good things like communication, to maintain your core values, etc.  Emma thanked everyone for allowing them to attend the conference and for their support.  

Mayor Armstrong would like to thank the Council and previous Council and Mayors for supporting the Youth Council.  

PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE:  Roxanne Coburn, Tyona Price and Laura Holmgren addressed the Mayor and Council Members about the need for a new playground.  They passed out packets to everyone with the information that they gathered.  Included are also some detailed bids from the same company for different playgrounds.  They would like to encourage community fundraising.  This committee have already been researching and applying for grants.  The total for this project is coming in at approximately $350,000.  One way to bring the cost down, would be to assemble it ourselves.  They are proposing a 50/50 split between town and committee for payment.    Council Member Dallin proposed maybe applying for a bond for funding for the playground.  He will look into the process of a bond.  They would also like to bring the community together to vote on which playground they would like.  People are more likely to donate if they know what the playground looked like, timeline, if they can write it off for a donation, etc.  

LYNN GREEN AND NEIGHBORS COMPLAINT:  Lynn Green has come to the council to ask for help.  He lives next to Zak Gardners “Old Dairy”.  About a year and a half ago he started moving pigs in.  Lynn states he is not one to tell people what they can and can’t do with their property, as long as they are taking care of it.  The smell from this is awful.  He stated he can’t even go out his back door and enjoy his yard, he can’t open a window in his house, because it smells so bad.  It has brought in tons of flies and a lot of mice.  The towns code states only 2 pigs on cement, no wallows no matter how much property you have.  He has a lot more that 2 pigs.  They also have cows.  He and other neighbors are constantly putting back the pigs and cows that get out and into their yards.  There were baby calves born into ponds of manure.  It is a miracle they didn’t drown.  There is also a lot of “junk” that has been hauled in and just parked in front of the barns.  The barns and old dairy are just starting to dilapidate.  When the wind blows the loose tin and metal is so loud you can’t sleep through it.  He and his neighbors are tired of dealing with it.  He and the other neighbors have all talked to Zak about this and nothing every changes.  Bret Fowers stated he went over and talked to Zak a couple of weeks ago and told him he needed to do something to get the mess cleaned up.  They also need to license their cabinet business, because they do not have a city business license.  It seems like the whole family is dumping off old cars that don’t run over there.  He also stated the neighbors have offered to help him clean up.  He has never contacted them to help.  Gil stated that we have their comments documented in the minutes, there will need to be a site visit to take pictures by two persons from the city, then a letter will be wrote letting him know which codes he is violation and what he needs to do to correct it and a date by when it needs to be completed, if it is not done by then, they will be ticketed and taken to court.  There could be a fine and jail time if it is not cleaned up.  The Health Department could also be called in.  Council Member Mecham would like to improve and beef up our animal control ordinance.  He will work on it.  

REVIEW DEPARTMENT ASSIGNMENTS WITH ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL:  Council Member Mecham, Dallin and the Mayor will be over the Beautification Committee.  Council Member Anderson will take over the Emergency Preparedness and Spring Clean-up.  With the advice and consent of the council, Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the department assignments.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER OPEN SEAT:  Council Member Mecham would like to suggest Rasten Yeates for the vacant position of Planning Commission Member.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to appoint Rasten Yeates for the position of Planning Commission Member.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

APPROVE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN:  It was suggested to place an amount of $65,000 to build a building over the DUP cabin.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Capital Improvement Plan with the addition of the DUP Museum in the amount of $65,000.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  Council Members J Holmgren, R Holmgren, Anderson and Dallin voted in approval.  Council Member Mecham voted against the motion.

DISUSS AND REVIEW BUDGET:  Mayor and Council Members reviewed the Budget from last year.  Clerk Holmgren and Andreasen asked the Mayor and Council if they had any changes they would like to be made.  Council Members had no changes to be made.

RATIFY VOTE TO APPROVE PURCHASE OF IRRIGATION SHARES:  Brian Anderson would like to sale his 2.25 shares of irrigation water.  The Council Members discussed by text during the month that Bear River City would like to buy these shares.  We have since learned the shares are not in Brian’s name.  Until he can transfer the shares into his name we cannot buy them.  This could take some time.  Council Member Dallin motioned to ratify the decision to by the 2.25 shares of irrigation water when available for purchase.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

RATIFY VOTE TO CONTRACT CEMETERY MOWING AND TRIMMING, GROUNDS JOB DESCRIPTION AND POLICY CONCERNING RESIDENT AND NON-RESIDENT FEES:  During the month Council Members approved the Contract for cemetery mowing and trimming and grounds job description.  Council Member Mecham approves to ratify the contract cemetery mowing and trimming, grounds job description.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Clerks Holmgren and Andreasen would like to clarify the Cemetery Policy concerning resident and non-resident burial fees.  If you own a rental house or property in Bear River City, but don’t actually live in Bear River City, do you get resident burial rates?  Clerk Andreasen stated she called around to see what other cites do.  Brigham City stated if you own property or rentals you are considered a resident.  The council agreed.  We will add this to the Cemetery Policy and present it for review and possible approval at the next meeting.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION TO AMEND SUBDIVISION CHAPTER OF THE LAND MANAGEMENT CODE:  The Council did not receive the recommendation to amend subdivision chapter of the LMDC.  This cannot be approved this meeting.  Clerk Andreasen wanted to discuss a few of the amendments with the council.  The state legislature has decided that the City Councils can no longer approve subdivisions.  This is what the Planning Commission came up with.  The new Subdivision Land Use Authority will consist of the Mayor, Planning Commission Chairman, a City Council Member appointed by the Mayor, and another person or entity and a secretary appointed by the Mayor.  Three members shall constitute a quorum.  Three affirmative votes are required for approval of any actions.  The Subdivision Land Use Authority shall establish an annual monthly meeting schedule each year and properly notice it. 

Minor and Major Subdivision Appeals related to application completeness of documents are appealed to the Planning Commission.  Plat and engineering appeals must be appealed to a board of the City Engineer, the applicants engineer and an engineer agreed to by the City’s and applicant’s engineers.

8B.3.3.7.3.2
(current PC wording) Written approval of the feasibility of the proposed sanitary sewer system, provided by the City sewer system operator and City Engineer or provided by the Bear River Health Department when a septic system is proposed. A written verification from Bear River Health Department verifying that each lot of the proposed subdivision has passed percolation test for an on-site septic.  Sanitary sewer system shall meet the requirements of the Bear River City sewer ordinance.

(suggested wording from sewer ordinance) Written approval of the feasibility of the proposed sanitary sewer system provided by the City Sewer System Operator and City Engineer. If it is not feasible to connect to the public sewer system such property shall obtain a written permit from the Bear River Health Department for a private wastewater disposal system for each lot in the subdivision. Both public sewer system or a private wastewater disposal system must meet the requirements of the Bea River City Sewer Ordinance contained in 3.30 of this Code.

This has been added also under 8B.3.4.4.9.3.  Roads and streets shall be asphalt paved to existing pavement if within 350 ft of pavement times number of lots.

This will be tabled until next month.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 8 SUBDIVISIONS:  Tabled until next month.

APPOINT SUBDIVISION LAND USE AUTHORITY MEMBERS:  Tabled until next month.  Council Members should be thinking who they would like to serve on this board.

ADOPT MUNICIPAL WATER PLANNING PROGRAM FOR 2024:  Council Member J Holmgren has filled out his report for Municipal Waste Water Planning Program.  The Mayor and Council Members reviewed this.  Council Member Dallin motioned to adopt the Municipal Waste Water Planning Program for 2024.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

DISCUSS BRIGHAM CITY ANIMAL CONTROL AGREEMENT:  Brigham City sent a letter to us stating they will not renew the contract with Bear River City when it expires June of 2025.  They are over capacity.  Mayor Armstrong has talked about this with Commissioner Perry.  The County is trying to work on a solution to this problem.  Mayor Armstrong also learned if we don’t have a full-time staff to care for the animals in the kennels we can be fined.  Council Member Mecham can do some research on some other options.

POLICY ON PAYMENT PLAN TO PURCHASE CEMETERY LOTS:  In the past we have financed cemetery lot purchases.  It has become a little bit of a hassle.  Council Members suggested that we do not finance cemetery lot purchases anymore.  Council Member Dallin motioned to stop financing cemetery lots.  We will give the current people making payment to have it paid for in a year or you forfeit the money paid and lots go back for sale.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, Mecham, R Holmgren, Dallin and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  None

DEPARTMENTS:  Irrigation - Council Member R Holmgren applied for a grant from the Federal Bureau of Reclamation for the irrigation ditch.  He received word they are interested in funding our project.  The portion of the grant they want to pursue is pressurized secondary for residents of the town.  This can probably also be tied back into the main ditch.  Bear River City would have to match 25% of the cost.  Council Member R Holmgren estimates this will probably be around $250,000 - $300,000.  There is a possibility to find another grant for the money we need to match.  A pressurized system would mean everyone would have to have a sprinkler system as opposed to the flood irrigating that most do now.  The town would need an area for a pond or a tank to store the irrigation water. Farms and pastures will still have the gravity fed irrigation water.  The timeline for this is still probably 2 or 3 years away.  Council Member R Holmgren stated a system like this would be ideal for this town and especially for the person managing the system.  It will also cut down on a lot of waste.  Council Members agree we should pursue it.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve moving forward with the Federal Bureau of Reclamation for irrigation ditch.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Our attorney emailed and stated he would be talking with the Canal Co in the next Wednesday and wondered if anyone had anything that needed to be brought to his attention.  

Sewer – The Reuse Permit has been submitted.  

Park – Council Member Dallin applied for the Tourism Grant for lighting in the Park.  He asked for $50,000.  He just heard back he was awarded $25,000.  They will release this amount when we come up with the remainder of the total project.  Council Member Dallin asked if he could amend the budget to put in less lights and still come up with the $10,000.  He is waiting to hear back.

Easter Hunt – This was a big success.  Easter Dance was well attended also. 

Town Clean Up – Town Clean-up will be May 31 -  June 1.  Council Member Anderson asked if everyone is up to taking a shift.  Everyone is willing to help.

Emergency Management – Alan Christensen collected 3 bids from electricians for 50kw generators (diesel).  The bids range from $38,000 to $59,000.  He also talked about placing the generators on a trailer instead of hooked up to the building.  

Beehive Broadband – Council Member Dallin needs to consent of the council to place the Beehive Broadband box on the south east corner of the Civic Center property.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve placement of the Beehive Broadband box on the south ease corner of the Civic Center property.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  We are still trying to negotiate the pricing of the internet services for the 
City.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:51 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved May 8, 2024.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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