  Nephi City Work Session Minutes
April 23, 2024
7:00 p.m.
21 E. 100 N.
Nephi, UT 84648

1.  Mayor Seely stated that the Ute Stampede Committee was unable to attend the meeting.  The Committee had asked him in advance if the city would sponsor $2000 through the electric and gas departments again this year for the rodeo. The council agreed to continue the sponsorship. 

2.    Mr. Atkinson said that the City had received a request from Priority Homes for a code to be written to allow for short-term rentals.  He listed some pros and cons of having short-term rentals.  Mr. Atkinson said we have a housing crisis in Nephi.  
The question is if investors would come in and buy up the supply of homes and rent them out short term which restricts long-term rentals and home ownership. 
    Garrison Ludlow and Hollie Holman addressed the council to ask them if they would consider allowing short-term rental within the city. Ms. Holman said she has owned some short-term rentals in other cities.  She said that Nephi is different from a city that is located by a National Park like Moab.  Homeowners and investors could benefit from having short-term rentals.  Holman didn’t think it would affect the housing market.  She stated that at the super-state wrestling event she asked many of her friends where they stayed and almost all of them stayed in Utah County.  Holman said that the city could look at Richfield as a model for allowing short-term rentals. 
     Councilor Travis Worwood said that Washington County requires a conditional use permit so that the county can know where the short-term rentals are located.  Councilor Cowan asked if the city could restrict the amount of short-term rentals and where they could be located. r    
     The council agreed to allow short-term rentals and directed staff to look at other cities' laws governing short-term rentals and to draft an ordinance that would allow them.

3. The council reviewed a list of project priorities.  Councilor Travis Worwood suggested having a deadline on each project in a spreadsheet or app.  Councilor Parady asked about the master transportation plan.  Mr. Atkinson answered that Juab County had completed that transportation plan.  Mr. Atkinson said that the City may need to add interior roads to the county’s plan.  Councilor Callaway said that several of the projects when completed would create a domino effect for other projects.  Councilor Travis Worwood  asked for a link on the agenda with the project priorities so that they could always have access to the updated list. 

4.  The council discussed participating in the Rural Utah Delegated Representative to the Utah League of Cities and Towns.  The idea was initiated by Hilldale City Mayor Donia Jessop.  The purpose of the representative would be to represent the collective interests of rural Utah communities to the ULCT Board of Directors.  The council agreed to participate in the program. 

5.  The council discussed the natural gas rate for power plant.  The rate would be a unique rate that follows the market natural gas rate.   The proposed rate would be the northwest pipeline rate plus .40 cents.  The council agreed with the rate and directed staff to bring back a fee resolution for official approval.  

6. Finance Director/City Recorder Lisa E. Brough reviewed with the council the new legislation that increased URS Tier II hybrid public employee contribution rate by .7% and the public safety Tier II employees rate by 2.14% beginning July 1, 2024.  The council directed staff to pick up the extra URS costs through a salary enhancement for the  Tier II public employees and to pick up the extra contribution for the public safety Tier II employees.
7. 
8. Administration Updates: Arbor Day Celebration April 29, 2024.  4:30 p.m.
City Council Updates:
· Councilor Shari Cowan said there was a manhole cover off and the water department had taken care of the problem within 20 minutes. 
· Councilor Travis Worwood asked about the Crimson Flats design progress.
· Mayor Seely attended the Snow College small business meeting, and they celebrated Salt Creek Electric. Snow College is going to put a sign up on the property they own in town announcing a Snow College campus that will be coming to town.
· Councilor Parady said that he would like to report on the workshops the council attended at ULCT conference at a future meeting. 

9.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.
ATTENDANCE:
City Council:  Mayor Justin Seely, Travis L. Worwood, Shari Cowan, Jeramie Callaway, JD Parady, Skip Worwood
Staff:  City Administrator Seth Atkinson,  Finance Director/Recorder Lisa E. Brough, City Attorney Kasey Wright
Guests:  Donald Ball, Joel Cowan, Cory Thomson, Hollie Holman, Garrison Ludlow
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