Daggett Conservation District Board Meeting
Daggett County Courthouse
Manila, Utah

Wednesday April 10, 2024
12:00pm


Attending:	Bryan Smith, Chairman		Darrell Gillman, UDAF
A.J. Olsen, Supervisor                         	Matt Tippetts, Daggett County	
		Steven Forbes, Supervisor		Betsy Cropper, Clerk
		Kolby Hullinger, Treasurer		Bruce Petersen, Clerk
Hugh Straatman, Supervisor	                Cheyenne Reid, USU
Jeromey Maycock, NRCS		Brock Logan, Daggett Weed Dept.
Leta Wahlquist, Producer


The meeting was called to order by Bryan Smith at 12:00pm.  The March 2024 meeting minutes were reviewed; a motion was made by Steve Forbes to approve the minutes, second by AJ Olsen, motion carried

The board honored Leta Wahlquist as the Golden Shovel award recipient for 2024.  They presented her with a plaque and golden shovel.  Refreshments followed.  

Finances;
· Bruce Petersen provided an overview of the budget expenditures to date.  In order to help familiarize Betsy Cropper (new Clerk) with District operations, there was a discussion on the funding sources and an explanation of some of the acronyms used by the District. 
· The board completed the SERA forms for last quarter, Bruce Petersen will submit them for reimbursement.  
· The following expenditures were discussed and approved through the following motion;
· Steve Forbes made a motion that the District pay the clerk $600 for the 3rd quarter of FY24; reimburse Bruce Petersen $62.64 for the cost of a shovel, gold spray paint, and 2 dozen donuts; pay UACD annual dues of $1,425.  The motion was seconded by AJ Olsen, the motion passed.  Bruce Petersen will mail the check to UACD.
· There was a discussion on a spending plan to utilize funds remaining from the State of Utah Grant.  There is approximately $8,000 remaining.  
· A motion was made by AJ Olsen to spend up to $1,000 to purchase a new computer.  The motion was seconded by Steve Forbes.  The motion passed.  Betsy Cropper will look into it and make a recommendation to the board at the next meeting.
· Discussion of other opportunities to use the state grant included; pesticide and equipment purchases for the weed department, hay testing and soil testing equipment for the high school.  

Other;
· Betsy Cropper was introduced and welcomed as the new District Clerk
· Steve Forbes gave a Soil Health update.  He reported on the February meeting held in St. George.  Discussion included a presentation by a Mexican producer on his effort to improve soil and herd health through intensive culling of his cattle to develop the best herd for his harsh environment.  There was also a USU presenter on soil health and animal health research. 
· AJ Olsen reported that they FFA has collected 5 soil samples.  The board discussed ways they might help increase participation in this activity and optimum time to sample hay for most accurate results.  
· Bryan discussed a project requested by Matt Henry involving a pipeline as part of the Sheep Creek Canal Company irrigation water.  Hugh Straatman is familiar with the project and said the canal company will need to be involved.  There might be an opportunity to partner with NRCS and others to get this done.  This project will be a topic at a future meeting where all the interested parties can be available for discussion and decisions. 
· Bryan reported there are producers interested in using the no-till drill this spring.  Repairs have been made and he will have it ready for field work.
· Darrell provided a hand out that he received at the Water Conference.  The hand out helps clarify water usage for agriculture.  He also mentioned a hand out promoting Alfalfa and water usage.  

Partners; 
FSA – Nothing
NRCS – Jeromy reported on staffing updates, ongoing work on conservation plans and contracts, and the latest snow pack report.
USU – Cheyenne reported that there will be a high tunnel class in the fall, there will be an Ag. Producer Dinner in Vernal in May, they are currently working on filling vacant positions.
UACD – Darrell said the District should be receiving a reimbursement from UACD.
UGIP – Nothing
USFS – Steve Forbes would like to invite USFS and others to a meeting discuss fire mitigation efforts, maybe next meeting.
Daggett County – Nothing

At 1:30pm a motion was made by AJ Olsen, 2nd by Kolby Hullinger to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed.

Betsy Cropper, District Clerk








Bruce Petersen, clerk
