Advisory Council on Aging
March 11, 2010
Mountainland Association of Governments
586 East 800 North
Orem, UT

CONDUCTING:	Councilman Neil Anderton

ATTENDING:		Lyndia Carter		Marianne Christensen		Doug Hardy
			Melanie Haws		Ralph Horne			Lois Kelson	
			Neil Kuhner		Stephen Mahoney		Scott McBeth					Davis Ure		Earl Williams

EXCUSED:		Gary Anderson	Sharon Bowers		Karl Hirst
			Anita Lewis		Robert McIntyre		Judy Seegmiller
			

GUESTS:		Fred Schloss

Neil Anderton welcomed the Advisory Council on Aging to the meeting.  Scott McBeth offered the opening prayer remarks.  Melanie Haws led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Neil Anderton welcomed Neil Kuhner, representative from Walgreens who is attending today’s meeting in place of Robert McIntyre, and Fred Schloss from Wasatch County.

Minutes
The Council reviewed the minutes from the February 11, 2010 meeting.  David Ure motioned to accept the minutes as they were presented.  Ralph Horne seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION AGENDA
RSVP Annual Update & 2010 Recognition Events  
Jean Hatch, RSVP Director, reported that the grant for the RSVP program expires March 31, 2010.  Funding is stable until that time, and then MAG will have to compete with other agencies to sponsor the program.

Jean gave the Council a handout of volunteer statistics in Summit, Utah, and Wasatch Counties from April 1, 2009 to March 1, 2010, and a listing of upcoming events.  Neil Anderton asked Jean if it was difficult to recruit volunteers in Wasatch County because there are such a low percentage of volunteers.  Jean stated that the low population number in Wasatch is why the percentage is lower than Utah County.  However, she has a difficult time recruiting volunteers to help monitor the schools in Wasatch County.
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Jean announced that the 3rd Annual Volunteer Recruitment Fair will be held April 2, 2010 at the Utah Valley Regional Medical Center Clark Auditorium from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Booths will be staffed by non-profit organizations promoting the work they do in an effort to recruit new volunteers.  The event is free to the public and participating agencies that donate a door prize.  Motivational speaker and musician, Steven Kapp Perry, will be the special guest.  

Jean gave the Council the schedule for the 2010 RSVP Recognition Events.  The theme for this year’s events is “The Buzz is…RSVP Volunteers are the Best”.  The theme ties into Utah being the industrious beehive state, and having been named the volunteer state for the past three years.

Jean gave the Council the RSVP newsletter for March 2010.

Meals-on-Wheels and More
Liz Merrell, Meals-on-Wheels Volunteer Coordinator, reported that MAG recently presented at the Council of Governments meeting to brainstorm ideas on how to create a more sustainable program to help with future growth.  She gave the Council a handout of the MAG Meals-on-Wheels Volunteer Profiles 2010 that lists statistics on Meals-on-Wheels volunteers and individual stories.

Liz reported that currently there are 17 Meals-on-Wheels volunteer group sites in Utah County and 319 volunteers.  Two new volunteer group sites are being established at Walgreens stores in Orem.  

Ralph Horne asked how the senior centers feel about the quality of the meals.  He reported that Orem Senior Center has had many complaints, and there are not as many seniors attending the center.  Scott McBeth stated that he would like to meet with both Ralph and the Orem Senior Center to see what the issues are so they can be resolved.  Scott said he would discuss the outcome at the next meeting. 

Area Plan 4th Year Goals and Projected Service Levels
Heidi DeMarco gave the Council a handout of the updated Proposed Goals and Objectives for the 4th Year of the Area Plan.  She stated that there were a few minor changes made to the original copy that was sent out with the agenda packet.  Goal 5 is more descriptive as MAG is looking closer at fundraising activities and wanted to specify how they will be implemented.  Goal 6 was taken off.  The plan will be available in its entirety in April 2010 after the budget is approved.

Neil Anderton asked if the new elected officials understand the Area Plan.  Scott McBeth stated that he presented the 2010 Aging and Family Services Department Orientation Manual to the 
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MAG Executive Council on February 25, 2010.  The Orientation Manual describes the functions and purpose of the department and includes the Area Plan.  

Heidi gave the Council a second handout listing the service levels from FY2009, and the projected service levels for FY2011.  She reported that service levels will remain the same and that there is adequate funding for senior centers.  

Client service numbers are down for the Aging Medicaid Waiver program.  MAG is currently serving 79 Aging Medicaid Waiver clients, and is in the process of adding seven additional clients.  Councilman David Ure asked how and when clients are added.  Heidi stated that the Aging Medicaid Waiver program and applicant list is managed by the State.  They determine how many new clients each Area Agency on Aging receives.  Recently, MAG was allotted seven openings.  

The number of individuals on the Aging Medicaid Waiver applicant list is down this year because the screening process is stricter.  Individuals placed on the applicant list must be at risk of nursing home placement, and be on Medicaid or meet their eligibility requirements.  

Legislative Funding Update
Scott McBeth reported that the legislative sessions end today.  On a statewide basis, services for seniors were faced with losing 1.5 million dollars in funding.  The Health and Human Services Appropriation Committee made reductions in other areas and was able to add money to the aging services budget.  Statewide, the budget shortfall for aging services is $300,000.  The   Mountainland Aging and Family Services Department will lose $30,000 of their state funding.  Scott stated that service levels next year will remain about the same as this year.  

Transportation Project
Scott McBeth reported that that in an effort to promote Seniors Out & About, the new pilot transportation project in Utah County, sixty seniors in Orem and Provo received vouchers for three round-trip passes paid for by Mountainland Aging and Family Services Department.  The vouchers were given to Orem and Provo Senior Centers, Meals-on-Wheels clients, and in-home clients.  A grant has been submitted for $70,000 to provide 5,000 rides on a voucher system.  

Ralph Horne stated that when the Orem Senior Center distributed their vouchers, they were given to seniors that could use them, and could afford to continue using the service in the future.

David Ure motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Doug Hardy seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  The next meeting will be held April 8, 2010 at the Mountainland office in Orem. 

    
