


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
March 13, 2024
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong,  R Holmgren, J Holmgren, Anderson, Mecham, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Estelle Price, Ann Holmgren and Alan Christensen

ABSENT: Council Member Dallin

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Mecham

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  April 10, 2024

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from February 14, 2024 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Clerk Andreasen mentioned that we will pay Gil Miller as a contract and not employee as discussed in last meeting.  This needs to be updated.  Council Member Mecham motioned the minutes February 14, 2024 be approved with noted change mentioned above.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Martinez was not in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Estelle Price and Ann Holmgren attended the meeting on behalf of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers.  They would like to have a place to store a filing cabinet that they could lock.  They are wondering if they could put it in the table and chair storage closet.  It was suggested that maybe the conference room might be a better location.

They also would like permission to put one quilt in the July 24th auction.  Council Member Dallin was not in attendance for tonight’s meeting.  We will need to run it by him and LeAnn Gilbert.

They also inquired about expanding the DUP cabin at the Park.   They have run out of room for artifacts.  The council suggested building a metal building over the current cabin and expanding that way.  Mayor Armstrong suggested to apply for a tourism grant to fund this.  Council Member J Holmgren suggested using the auction funds for this.

NOMINATIONS FOR TEMPORARY COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENT, APPOINTMENT, OATH OF OFFICE:  Council Member R Holmgren nominated Heidi Anderson for Temporary Council Member.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.    Council Member Heidi Anderson will be paid for the months she serves, Utilities are fee and there is a free rental at the Civic Center and one for the Park.  Clerk Holmgren administered the Oath of Office to Heidi Anderson.

REVIEW DEPARTMENT ASSIGNMENTS WITH ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL:  Council Members would like to make the following changes:  Council Member Mecham will take the Planning & Zoning.  Council Member Anderson will take Emergency Preparedness.  Council Member J Holmgren will take Storm Drains/Field Drains (1st East Drain).  Scott Ritter is hired to do Blue Stakes.  Council Member Mecham would also like someone to take the Spring Clean-up.  He suggested Council Member Dallin.  He would also like to take the Beautification Committee.  Council Member Dallin was not in attendance, so this will be tabled until next meeting.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN:  Increase the following:  Roads chip seal $50,000 to $75,000, Old Town Hall Refurbish $5,000 to $10,000, Emergency Preparedness Equipment $15,000 to $30,000.  remove Civic Center Paint, add Civic Center Flooring $45,000, add Cemetery Lawn Mower $15,000, add Community Center $2,000,000.  Change Civic Center Furnace to one furnace at $6,000.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the Capital Improvement Plan.  Motion was seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PLAN:  Remove Sewer Scada System, and Park baseball diamond.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Infrastructure Improvement Plan.  Motion seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER OPEN SEAT:  It was suggested that we ask Rasten Yeates to fill the open seat on the Planning Commission.  Council Member Mecham stated he would ask him.

ADOPT PROPOSED REQUIRED BUILDING INSPECTION ORDINANCE:  The Council has reviewed the ordinance.  Clerk Andreasen spoke with the County and they don’t have a problem with it.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the Building Inspection Ordinance.  Motion was seconded by J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

APPROVE IRRIGATION FEES FOR 2024 YEAR:  The Bear River Canal Company fees for this year are:  Ag - $31.50/share, Res $63.00/Share (shares and over), Res - $126.00 (Under 2 shares).  The Council reviewed the Bear River City Assessments and decided to increase them a little.  The Bear River Assessment fees for this year are:  City Assessment $12.00/share (2 shares and over), City Assessment $24.00 minimum (under 2 shares), Grand Haven $40.00 fee.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the City Assessment Fees for 2024.  Motion seconded by Council Member Mecham.  All voted in favor.

CEMETERY CROSSES NEEDED:  There is a list of 16 people that need veteran crosses at the cemetery.  We would like this done before Memorial Day.  The crosses need to be painted and installed.  We also need to contact the families to see if they want the cross and get permission to install.  There are also some crosses that need to be fixed.  Alan Christensen said he and his family would like to use this as a service project to help out.  Council Member J Holmgren also suggested there are some holes that need to be filled in.  

LIST OF PROJECTS PRIORITIZED FOR BRAG HELP:  Clerk Holmgren is filling out the paperwork for BRAG and needs a prioritized list of items that we would like to work on.  The Council decided to prioritized as follows: Main Irrigation Ditch Piped (grants), Email & Website Changed to .gov, Drains (storm water, irrigation water, laterals) grants, Review Ordinances, Low Pressure Sewer Ordinance, Impact Fee Studies, Civic Center Addition, Playground Grants.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL FOR ALAN CHRISTENSEN TO ATTEND UEMA CONFERENCE:  Alan Christensen would like to attend the UEMA Conference in St George May 7-9.  This is and Emergency Management Conference.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approved Alan to go to this conference and we will reimburse him for the conference and mileage.  Motion seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

Alan also would like to know what the town would like him to do as Emergency Manager for the Town.  He has been attending the County Meetings on behalf of the City.  Alan will check with Kim Checketts to find out about the generators.  He will line up some companies to come and give quotes.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, Mecham, R Holmgren and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  There are a couple headstones that have been moved for burials.  The funeral homes arrange for the moving and putting it back.  They never remember to put the headstone back.  We have contacted them a few times and they keep saying they will come out and put it back.  Clerk Andreasen will check with the funeral home again.

DEPARTMENTS:  Irrigation:  There was a zoom meeting with the Canal Company today.  Nothing really got accomplished.  The two attorneys are supposed to come up with a plan on how to transfer shares that are in a name of a person that has passed or we don’t know how to contact.  Council Member Brian Anderson was also on the call.  He is pushing them for a third-party audit of the shares.  This was not well received.  The Canal Co will bill like they did last year.  And the City will bill our assessment.  Council Member R Holmgren will also be checking with the 3 youth groups in Bear River City to see if they are still interested in cleaning the ditches.  Council Member J Holmgren stated that there is a sign posted at the Little Store stating there are 2.25 shares of irrigation water for sale.  He proposes that the town look into it and possibly buy them.  Council Member R Holmgren said he would call on the shares and see how much they want for the shares.

Sewer:  The Rural Water Conference was very educational.  He learned a lot.

Youth Council:  The Youth City Council will be attending the Youth Conference at USU on Thursday.  Mayor Armstrong thanked the council for allowing the youth to attend.  

Spring Clean-Up will be May 31-June 1.

Beautification:  Council Member Mecham would like to do a yard of the month award.  Alpine Gardens have agreed to donate a $50 prize per month to each winner. 

Garbage Schedule:  Council Member Mecham has put together a garbage schedule to be put on the website.

Ordinances:  Council Member Mecham has also put together a pdf file of our ordinance on the website.

Cemetery:  The cemetery needs a new lawn mower.  Clerk Andreasen will send Council Member Mecham a copy of the purchasing policy.  He is also concerned about spending so much money on a new mower without making sure we are clear about expectations.  He has drafted a document with very specific expectations on how the cemetery should be mowed, trimmed, etc.  Council Member R Holmgren suggested maybe getting quotes from lawn mowing businesses and see if it would be worth going that route.  Council Member Mecham will check into this.

Animal Control:  Council Member Mecham is amending the Animal Control Ordinance to be more informational and more user friendly.  He has emailed a draft amended ordinance to everyone.  He would like everyone’s feedback.  There is a dog clinic next Saturday from 10-12.

Community Center Concept Drawing:  There will be more work done on the mechanic room.  Mayor Armstrong would like to see more windows.  Council Member Mecham stated he would like to see a story hour/library room for the kids in the new addition.  Clerk Holmgren stated that if you put the library in the new building it couldn’t be open all the time because the office is in the other building and no one would be able to oversee it.  Council Member Anderson stated that maybe something could be done in the main building to facilitate story hour.  Clerk Holmgren stated that maybe we could add on behind the library for story hour.  Would there be a grant to extend the library and story hour?  Mayor Armstrong suggested some built in storage in the office for better storage.  Clerk Andreasen was concerned about the planter boxes on the concept plan.  They won’t be taken care of.  It was suggested to zero scape them.  Mayor Armstrong suggested adding a bike rack also.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:15 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved April 10, 2024.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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