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March 7, 2024
                                  Regular Meeting Minutes
 
Town Council Members Present:  Mayor Brenda Christensen- Presiding, Don Sant-, Scott Solum-, Jim Brown-, Marc Mair.

Staff: Planner-Brian Preece, Clerk-Karen Mair, Public Works-Justin Hooper.

Public: David Hendricksen, Bob Kowallis, Mel McQuarrie, Jeremy Taylor, Natalie Taylor, Doug Clements, Stephen Jeffers, Brenda Enos. 

Meeting called to order: 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance: Jim Brown
Opening Prayer: Scott Solum

Approval for Meeting Minutes for February 1, 2024– Mayor Christensen asks if all the members have had a chance to read through the minutes and if so, she will accept a motion.  Scott Solum makes a motion to approve the minutes for February 1, 2024. Don Sant seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. The minutes are approved as written.

Financials for February 2024 – Mayor Christensen asks the council if they had all reviewed the financials for February 2024. With no questions the mayor calls for a motion Don Sant makes a motion to approve the financials for February 2024. Jim Brown seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. Financials are approved for February 2024.

Public Comment: Bob Kowallis would like to make a couple comments about the cemetery. How long has it been since we have talked about paving the roads there. Scott Solum indicated that it is still something they would like to do but there are other things that need to be addressed first. Bob also asks if the council would maybe consider making a treescape along the east side and the south side of the cemetery. This would offer a wind barrier and visual barrier. Bob also asked if the chevron sign can be placed behind the monument at 3000 south. The mayor asks that the council that oversees the cemetery go and look and see what they think. Marc states that the issue is still going to be getting enough water for the trees to maintain trees.  The mayor asks that we start getting busy on a sprinkler bid. Dan Sant indicates that he would like to be involved in the sprinkler aspect since he is familiar with sprinkling systems. 
Doug Clements feels that we need to do something about the school area. It is a mess and that cars are all backed up and with the snow on the shoulders there isn’t anywhere to get around them. There was a police car in the lane, and he wasn’t doing anything to help direct traffic. The mayor states that she called the police chief and asked them to be more present in the afternoon when the parents park and wait for their kids to be let out. Parents are out cleaning out their cars and standing in the road. They all seem to get there too early waiting for their kids to be let out. The mayor thanks everyone for their input and will reach out to the chief again on Monday morning. She also states that we have signs ordered will get them up as soon as we get them. Justin states that the signs that are no left turns are supposed to be here soon. I have put some of the poles in place but since the weather has turned bad again it has limited what he can do. Don asks Doug what he thinks would help and Doug states that something could be done with the easement. Brian states that since it’s a charter school they often don’t do what they say, and they are regulated by the state guidelines but rarely do what they are supposed to. 


Application by Mel McQuary to Annex an additional 80 acres inside the Binggeli Rock Plant-
The mayor asks Mel to speak only to the council as they will not be taking public comments at this time. This is only to listen to Mel and decide as a council if they are willing to accept the application and go forward with the annexation. There will be a chance later for a public hearing. 
Mel states that this is 80 acres that is surrounded by fish and game and Charleston. We purchased this ground about 5 years ago. This property is next to the cemetery and above where we are working now. Half of the property is already in the Charleston boundary. This is in the county now. We would like to add it to Charleston with the rest of the property. We are not changing the use of the ground we are going to continue mining the hill as we are doing now. We feel Charleston may as well benefit from this instead of the county.  Don asks how this would benefit them by annexing this piece into the town. Other than us being able to come in and talk to the town about what they want to do it would just bring it under one roof. Charleston would be the benefactor of the revenue that the mining would create. Once the mining is completed, we intend to turn it into a housing development or something along that nature. 
The mayor asks the council if they have any further questions. If not, then she will accept a motion. Don Sant makes the motion to accept the petition. Scott Solum seconded the motion. A roll call vote was cast. Results are as follows.


				                              Aye		Nay		Abstain

Council Member – Marc Mair        	                    X      				      
Council Member – Don Sant 	   	                    X				      		
Council Member – Scott Solum 	      	       X				      
Council Member – Jim Brown 		       X   
Mayor - Brenda Christensen 			       X        	          				      

Voting was unanimous.  The motion carries.

Discussion concerning Home Based Businesses-
Brian stated that Don has asked us to bring this up and help everyone understand the difference. Here are 2 types of businesses. The home based is operated inside the home and a premise occupation is outside of the home. According to the ordinance this would include the garage or any outbuildings or the yard. We revised the homebased business because of state law. State law says that you cannot charge a business license fee for anything that does not create foot traffic. Anything that does create foot traffic we can charge for a business license. The process that we require to obtain a business license might be something that we look at changing. The process is detailed with notifying residents within 1000 feet and a public hearing. It also requires approval of the planning commission. This is extreme for someone that isn’t required to obtain a business license. The biggest issues are the daycare and the preschool business. They are regulated a little bit differently by the state. Air Band B are required to have a business license. We have a separate ordinance for those. Unfortunately, they don’t always obtain a license and the state is so business friendly that they stipulate that we cannot use the internet to see if they are in business. We have an application for those that stipulate what we require as it pertains to our ordinance. 
Don asks about tree nurseries. Brian states that back in 1972 most towns and cities started making their own ordinances. These were not as regulated back then. The law states that if they were in place before the ordinance was created, they would be grandfathered in. Anything after would have to go by the new ordinance. In 2019 the council decided to repeal the home occupancy business. This was done through a lot of debate with the council and planning commission and the town residents. Even though they are not required to have a license they are still subject to collect sales tax on the goods that they sale. The state takes 1 percent of the sales tax they collect, and they split that in half and it goes into a big pot and then it is split between all the cities and towns depending on population. The other half of a percent is given to the town or cities that the sales tax was generated from. Just to make things clear, we do allow businesses inside the home but no longer outside the home unless they are already in business. 

Evaluation of the Employee Health Insurance Allotment:
The mayor stated that we had tabled this from last month so that Don had a chance to check into some options. Don has checked into fidelity on HSA. I have spoken to the employees, and they feel that this is something they would not be interested in. Don states that he has investigated this as something that can be set up and we can contribute to if we choose to as well as the employee. This is something they would have to maintain and take control of. This is something that you as an employee can add to and if it is not used by the time, you retire you can put it toward your retirement. 
Justin states that he can set up an HSA as well as they can. This is something that most of the insurance companies now require or suggest. The only issue is that if you need the money for an emergency other than medical care you cannot have access to it until you retire.  Don asks for suggestions from some of the other business members that are here at the meeting. Doug states that his companies contribute $1000.00 a year to an HSA for his employees and that they encourage them to find a high deductible insurance. This is pre-taxed money that always belongs to them. Once it reaches a certain amount you are able to invest that money. After some discussion, Don suggests that we take some time and think about it and if it is something that we would like to take up again we can. This would be additional to what we receive now. This is something that we can investigate as we do the budget. 

Updating of the Employee Handbook:
The mayor asks if everyone has had a chance to look at the handbook. This is something she would like to get together with and discuss. Brian stated that if there are not 3 or more then this is something they can do otherwise it would be considered a meeting. If it is 2 committees and one employee to go over this that will be fine. Don volunteers along with the mayor and Justin on Wednesday March 13, 2024, at 7:00pm 
Brian states that once they decide what changes they want they need to send them to the insurance company and make sure they are good with the changes and that it is in accordance with the law. 




Staff Reports: – Justin Hooper – We have had some damage done to the gym floor. We spoke with the group, and they agree with the cost of fixing it. We will not be able to be on the floor for a few days during the cure time. The warranty for the trucks has the standard 5-year warranty everything else has a year. The only extended warranty would be on the hydraulics.  Dave Hendricksen- -. Brian Preece-Was hoping to have a legislative update but it is still unknow what the governor is going to sign. Hopefully by next month.  Karen Mair –nothing.  Marc Mair-I received an email about an upcoming meeting. I haven’t had time to look at it yet since it is flu season at the school which means a lot of sick kids. Don Sant –I have a homework assignment that I would like to discuss later this week with the mayor- Scott Solum- We have already booked the band for the Pioner Day. Jim Brown- nothing. Mayor Christensen- Thank you everyone. Some days are good and some days not. If you see something in town that is not right, try and be a good citizen and just take care of it. Marc states that the next complaint will be the flag on 3000. The mayor states that she has told Justin to wait until the spring to fix it. We had a new state flag brought in to replace the one on 3000 as well. 

Marc Mair makes a motion to adjourn Jim Brown seconds the motion.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Karen Mair – Clerk\Recorder




