
What Are We Trying to Influence?

• Property maintenance
• Upgrade/remodel
• Infrastructure/amenities

– Parks and trails
– Schools
– Churches
– Shopping
– Sidewalks
– Streetlights



How Can We Influence?

• Code enforcement
• Education
• Rebates/incentives
• Partnerships w/ non‐profits
• Neighborhood engagement
• Capital improvements
• Economic development
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Age of Single Family Homes



Assessed Value of Homes



2013 Code Enforcement Survey

Violation # of Properties % of Total

Graffiti 25 0.6%

Inoperable vehicles 323 8.1%

Landscaping 2,071 51.9%

Outside storage 421 10.5%

Solid Waste 320 8.0%

Surfacing 833 20.9%

Total 3,993



Relationship Between House Age and 
Violations
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Relationship Between House Age and 
Tenure
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2013 Average Assessed Value 
of All Homes: $157,857

2013 Average Assessed Value 
of Suspect Rental Homes: 
$148,992



Age and Value of Homes
Age of Homes Average Assessed Value

Before 1950 $134,874

1950’s $125,658

1960’s $139,892

1970’s $145,614

1980’s $150,077

1990’s $177,793

2000’s $207,512

2010 and up $221,114

Source: Salt Lake County Assessor’s Office



Attractive Landscaping



Poorly Maintained Landscaping



Clarence Perry’s “Neighborhood Unit”



Parks Coverage

2013 Average Assessed Value of All Homes: 
$157,857

2013 Average Assessed Value of Homes 
within ¼ Mile of a Park: $157,427



Elementary School Coverage



Church Coverage



Supermarket Coverage



Sidewalk Coverage



Streetlight Coverage



Streetlights

Acorns

More attractive than 
cobraheads

Require underground 
conduit

Expensive  ‐ approx. 
$7,000/light installed 
with trenching and 
conduit

LED Replacements

More efficient than 
cobraheads

Use existing poles 
and overhead power

Inexpensive  ‐ approx. 
$400/light installed

Aesthetically not 
much different from 
cobraheads



Citizen Survey



Citizen Survey



Citizen Survey



Citizen Survey



Sample Neighborhood

• 467 homes, 13 duplexes
• 78 cobraheads lights
• 45,500’ w/o sidewalk
• LED replacements: 
$31,200

• Acorns: $546,000
• Sidewalks: $5.2 million
• Irrigation: $720,000



Special Service District

Item Cost

Streetlights $546,000

Irrigation $720,000

Sidewalks $5,200,000

Construction Subtotal $6,466,000

Finance & Legal $150,000

Administration $323,300

Total $6,939,300

Total Annual Payment $898,671

Annual Payment/Home $1,872

Typical Property Tax $1,100

Item Cost

Streetlights $546,000

Irrigation $720,000

Construction Subtotal $1,266,000

Finance & Legal $150,000

Administration $63,300

Total $1,479,300

Total Annual Payment $191,576

Annual Payment/Home $399

Typical Property Tax $1,100



Option 1
• Expand scope of enforcement efforts to include 
exterior home maintenance

• Restart proactive building code enforcement
• Produce more website/newsletter articles
• Refine rebate program to address maintenance items 
and expand it to all homes build prior to 1980

• Continue partnership with CDCU to remodel 3 to 5 
homes a year

• Host an annual breakfast for the Utah Association of 
Realtors where City experts coach attendees on how to 
successfully sell City properties



Option 2
• Increase fines for enforcement
• Conduct neighborhood tours by City staff
• Hold homeowners maintenance training with handbook for 

offenders
• Setup a GHID rebate for installing an efficient irrigation 

system
• Offer residents free consulting help from architect on low 

cost enhancements
• Provide a community tool shed
• Offer grants for neighborhood improvements
• Conduct neighborhood surveys
• Development more parks and trails



Option 3
• Research the idea of requiring inspections for all homes or 

homes of a certain age put on the market
• Consider incentives to investors that buy, repair and sell 

homes
• Promote the formation of a new non‐profit focusing on 

West Valley housing issues
• Develop a neighborhood specific plan
• Install sidewalks and streetlights in older neighborhoods
• Setup a special service district to install irrigation, sidewalks 

and/or lighting
• Purchase bulk solar equipment to make it more affordable 

for residents to participate in a solar program


