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Colby Pace, Conservation District Chair 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisors 
Wade Judd (Treasurer) 
Detton Fawcett (Vice Chair) 
Craig Sargent (Supervisor) -Absent 
Gavin Blonquist (Supervisor) 

Conservation District Staff:
Katy Staley, District Clerk 

Conservation Partners Representatives:
Kenny Oswald, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Elizabeth Cohen, USU Extension Agent 
Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Brian Christensen (Resource Coordinator) -Absent
Emily Bishop (Watershed Coordinator) -Absent
Jace Atkinson (Conservation Planner)
Stephen Hanke (Range Conservationist)

	
SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

1.	 Wade made the motion to approve the minutes for the November 15, 2023 meeting as written. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
2.	Wade made a motion to approve the ISM Grant request #4 for $11,865.00 plus admin. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
3.	Wade made a motion to approve the payment for UACD dues for $625. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
4.	Detton made a motion to approve SERA for Colby for 8 hours plus travel time for attending the Weber River Confluence. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
5.	Gavin made a motion to approve SERA for all Board Members for 1.5 hours for attending the Local Work Group meeting. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
6.	Gavin made a motion to approve SERA for Colby for 8 hours plus travel time for the Resource Coordinator interviews. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
7.	Gavin made a motion to approve SERA for Wade for one hour for working on financials. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
8.	Wade made a motion to adjourn at 7:38pm. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.

February Board Meeting began at 6:00pm.

Minutes Approval:
Wade made the motion to approve the minutes for the November 15, 2023 meeting as written. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.

USU Extension Update:
Elizabeth shared that Farm Field Days is coming up the week of May 6th and she would like to put together a planning committee for it.
Beef Day at USU is at the end of the month. Elizabeth will send a flyer to post on Facebook.
Elizabeth presented at the Western SARE conference about how to host successful events. The presentation and the conference went well. Elizabeth is also presenting at a conference in California in March.
Interviews were done for the Swaner Executive.
Certification was put on the wall at the scale house. Wade suggested that the walk-through gate should be raised. There was also discussion about a lock and a printer for the scales. Colby stated there is some repair work that needs to be done. The possibility of an automatic lock for the door was discussed, but it would be hard to track usage. People should pay before they are given access to the scales. There was discussion about revisiting having an online schedule.
Elizabeth shared that we are just waiting on Sam to bring letters for predator control.

NRCS Update, Kenny Oswald:
Kenny shared that NRCS is in the middle of ranking the first batch of applications for all programs. The second batch is still open for applications. Irrigation practices are eligible for IRA funding under certain circumstances and must be energy saving.
CSP is looking for more contracts. Even small acreage can apply.
NRCS is only funded through March 1st and Congress dismissed until February 28th. There is a possibility of a shutdown.
There is still no progress on a Farm Bill.
There have been some staff changes. Tyson Sandoval is a new Natural Resource Specialist. There will be a new Conservation Planner in Ogden. A new Engineering Technician starts February 26th. Stephen Hanke (in attendance) is a new Range Conservationist in Coalville and is available to help with range specific IRA funding.

Resource Coordinator Report:
Jace shared that there is an application for an ARDL loan. The loan will be run through the Conservation District and approval will need to be made at the next meeting.
The Zone Meeting will be on March 7th 10am to 3pm, and they are wanting a head count. 
Parker Wayment is the new Resource Coordinator and he will start on February 26th.
The new ISM Grant application is open and Jace has started the application process.
Wade made a motion to approve the ISM Grant request #4 for $11,865.00 plus admin. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.

District Business:
Wade shared that he received a notice from the State Auditor that there is no privacy policy on the district’s website (the UACD District Directory) and Wade will talk to UACD about it. 
Wade made a motion to approve the payment for UACD dues for $625. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Detton made a motion to approve SERA for Colby for 8 hours plus travel time for attending the Weber River Confluence. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Gavin made a motion to approve SERA for all Board Members for 1.5 hours for attending the Local Work Group meeting. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Gavin made a motion to approve SERA for Colby for 8 hours plus travel time for the Resource Coordinator interviews. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Gavin made a motion to approve SERA for Wade for one hour for working on financials. Detton seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Colby stated that there needs to be an event for UACD to give a CSP presentation, like a Grill Your District. Emily had mentioned having a BDA work day with the presentation.

ADJOURN
Wade made a motion to adjourn at 7:38pm. Gavin seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
