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Lloyd Marchant, Conservation District Chair Absent
Conservation District (CD) Supervisors 
Brenda Bushell (Treasurer) 
Chris Ure (Vice Chair) 
Jason Averett (Supervisor) 
Melissa Atkinson (Supervisor) -Absent

Conservation District Staff:
Katy Staley, District Clerk

Conservation Partners Representatives:
Kenny Oswald, NRCS -Absent
Elizabeth Cohen, USU Extension Agent -Absent
Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Brian Christensen (Resource Coordinator) -Absent 
Emily Bishop (Watershed Coordinator) -Absent
Jace Atkinson (Planner) 


SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION
1. Jason made a motion to approve the minutes from November 1, 2023 as written. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. 
2. Brenda made a motion to approve the ISM grant applications for Bolt Ranch and Kurt Schnubel. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
3. Brenda made a motion to move forward with the Esche no till drills, both twelve-foot and six-foot. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
4. Brenda made a motion to pay Katy Staley $1000 for the secretary invoice. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
5. Jason made a motion to approve SERA for Chris, Lloyd, and Melissa for two hours for attending the Local Work Group meeting. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
6. Jason made a motion to adjourn. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Meeting ended at 6:51pm.

December Board Meeting began at 6:00pm.

Minutes Approval:
Jason made a motion to approve the minutes from November 1, 2023 as written. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. 

Resource Coordinator Update, Jace Atkinson:
There was discussion about no till drills. Lloyd and Chris looked at the Esche twelve-foot no till drill and Chris shared that it is a well-built drill. Weber and Morgan CDs will be meeting with a Land Pride representative. Chris shared that his concern is pulling the drill up and down the highway and the Esche drill will pull in to be only eight feet for travel. The Esche drill is user friendly and easy to adjust. Chris suggested that both six and twelve foot drills should be the same brand so it is easier to get parts. Three bids are needed for the grant.
Chris stated that Madsnacks should be a liaison to the District and they will be responsible for maintaining and renting out the BCS equipment. They also need to get three bids for the equipment. Madsnacks will not be charged for use of the equipment. They should be invited to the next meeting.
Jace shared that the Weber River Partnership is holding Confluence January 9-10. District Boards are invited to attend for free and will need to register.
The Local Work Group meeting was reviewed. Top priorities are watershed management access and stormwater, wildfire, noxious weeds (garlic mustard, specifically), and water quality and e coli and runoff. Chris asked for clarification on who decides what projects money will go to. Jace suggested wet meadow restoration, but Chris stated that the meadows in our area are too wet and it is not economical. Not many landowners would participate. The biggest concern is getting water to run in the ditches. There is too much development and we need to protect our water resource.
Brenda made a motion to approve the ISM grant applications for Bolt Ranch and Kurt Schnubel. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Chris shared that someone was just hired with Summit County to monitor water quality. It would be good to have them attend an upcoming meeting.

USU Extension Update, Elizabeth Cohen:
Elizabeth was not in attendance. Katy shared an update.
Beef Quality Assurance In-Person Certification Event: Saturday, January 27, 2024 · 8 am - 1 pm MST
Sevier County Administration Building, 250 North Main Street Richfield, UT 84701
 The event is capped at 100 attendees, but please attend if you want to be BQA certified.  From this event, Ethan Gilliam will also be looking to certify a BQA trainer for the state.  Certificates are good for three years.
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beef-quality-assurance-in-person-training-tickets-772478462877?aff=oddtdtcreator
 USDA-Farm Service Agency (FSA) New Online Application for Direct Loans:
 Farm Service Agency launched an online application for Direct Loan customers. Applicants can now use an online, interactive, guided application that is paperless and provides helpful features, including an electronic signature option and the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and build a farm operating plan.
 Beef Field Day:
 The event will be held at the USU farm in Logan. The date is TBD, but will probably be the first week of February.

District Business:
Brenda made a motion to move forward with the Esche no till drills, both twelve-foot and six-foot. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Brenda made a motion to pay Katy Staley $1000 for the secretary invoice. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Brenda will do clerk training with Katy.
Jason made a motion to approve SERA for Chris, Lloyd, and Melissa for two hours for attending the Local Work Group meeting. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Jason made a motion to adjourn. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Meeting ended at 6:51pm.
