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Emigration Township Planning Commission 
Public Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 8:30 A.M. 
THE MEETING WILL BE HELD AT SALT LAKE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER  

2001 SOUTH STATE STREET, NORTH BUILDING, MAIN FLOOR, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

ROOM N1100 

ANY QUESTIONS, CALL (385) 468-6700 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS MAY BE PROVIDED 

UPON RECEIPT OF A REQUEST WITH 5 WORKING DAYS NOTICE. PLEASE CONTACT 

WENDY GURR AT 385-468-6707. TTY USERS SHOULD CALL 711. 

The Planning Commission Public Meeting is a public forum where the Planning Commission 

receives comment and recommendations from applicants, the public, applicable agencies and 

County staff regarding land use applications and other items on the Commission’s agenda.  In 

addition, it is where the Planning Commission takes action on these items.   Action may be taken 

by the Planning Commission on any item listed on the agenda which may include: approval, 

approval with conditions, denial, continuance or recommendation to other bodies as applicable.   

 

BUSINESS MEETING 

 

1) Salt Lake County Health Department – Update on Septic Rule changes and criteria for 

wastewater systems, presenter Jeremy Roberts. 

2) Planning Commission Training Part I by District Attorney’s Office. 

3) Approval of Minutes from the April 17, 2014 meeting. 

4) Other Business Items (as needed) 

 

ADJOURN 

 

http://pwpds.slco.org/agendas/index.html
http://www.utah.gov/pmn/index.html
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MEETING MINUTE SUMMARY  

Emigration Township Planning Commission Meeting 

 

Thursday, April 17, 2014 8:30 a.m. 

 

Approximate meeting length:  1 hour 3 minutes 

Number of public in attendance: 2 

Summary Prepared by:  Wendy Gurr 

Meeting Conducted by:  Commissioner Bennion (Vice Chair) 

ATTENDANCE 

Commissioners and Staff:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS MEETING 

Meeting began at – 8:38 a.m. 

1) Approval of Minutes from the October 17, 2013 meeting 

 
Motion: to approve Minutes from the October 17, 2013 meeting. 

Motion by: Commissioner Tippets 

2
nd

 by: Commissioner Brems 

Vote: unanimous in favor (of commissioners present) 

2) Township Services Introduction, Patrick Leary 

Patrick Leary, Township Executive explained the creation of Township Services in response to the County 

functioning as two governments under one roof, one for regional government services for the valley and 

one for municipal functions. Township Services was created to focus on the unincorporated County 

including Emigration.  Mr. Leary outlined the philosophy and direction of these changes and the 

commitment of the county to training for Commissioners through ongoing training.  Commissioner 

McNeil asked about the fall changes to the septic code, as he has spoken with Mike Huber regarding the 

septic code. Staff David Gellner advised we can work with the Health department to discuss those 

changes at the next meeting. Commissioner Brems inquired on the new master plan for the canyon, he 

wanted to touch bases on this to the see what progress has been made and what this body can do. . 

Commissioner McNeil advised what the Community Council had been doing in the past and weren’t 

active, but has now become very active. An update on what the Community Council is doing would be 

usesful.  Staff David Gellner confirmed he sits on the APA Utah chapter and Western Planner Board and 

talked about the fall conference and advised that we will sign them up for the conference.  

Planning Staff / DA 
Public 

Mtg 

Business 

Mtg 

David Gellner x x 

Wendy Gurr x x 

Max Johnson x  

Zach Shaw (DA)  x x 

Commissioners 
Public 

Mtg 

Business 

Mtg 
Absent 

Fred Smolka – Chair   x 

David Bennion – Vice Chair  x x  

David Brems x x  

Jack Christensen x x  

Andrew McNeil x x  

John Morris x x  

Brent Tippits x x  

*NOTE: Staff Reports referenced in this document can 

be found on the State and County websites, or from Salt 

Lake County Planning & Development Services.  
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3) Mountain Accord Introductory Presentation 

Staff David Gellner provided a power point presentation about the Mountain Accord Project and 

briefed the Commission about the project parameters, goals, anticipated timeline and how to access 

information and submit comments about the project. 

 

 

4) Collection of Completed Documents 

Commissioners will bring in the required completed documents upon notarization. 
 

5) Election of Chair and Vice Chair for 2014 

Appointment of Chair:  

- Nomination for: David Bennion 

   Motion by: Commissioner Morris 

   2
nd

 by: Commissioner Tippits 

Vote: unanimous in favor (of commissioners present). Commissioner Bennion accepted 

the position. 

 

Appointment of Vice-Chair:  

- Nomination for: Fred Smolka 

   Motion by: Commissioner Morris 

   2
nd

 by: Commissioner Tippits 

Vote: unanimous in favor (of commissioners present). Commissioner Smolka was not 

present to accept the position. 

6) Other Business Items (as needed) 

No other business to discuss. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Hearings began at – 8:58 a.m. 

 

FCOZ Slope Waiver  

 

28821 – Robert Pinon is requesting approval of an FCOZ Slope Waiver to allow construction to encroach 

into slopes over 30%.  This request is being made in order to build a single family home on the subject 

property.  Location: 309 S. Maryfield Drive (Lot 308 - Emigration Place PUD)   Zone: FR-1 (Forestry & 

Recreation). Community Council:  Emigration Canyon. Planner: David J. Gellner, AICP 

 

Staff David Gellner provided an analysis of the Staff Report. 

 

Commissioners and Staff had a brief discussion. 
 

PUBLIC PORTION OF MEETING OPENED 

Speaker # 1: Applicant 

Name: Robert Pinon 

Address: 2524 Dearborn 

Comments: He stated this will be his future home. His home will be a four bedroom, 3400 square feet of livable  
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space and 1200 square feet of garage. Per Jeremy Roberts SLCHD, there is not a setback. Up until this last year he 

would not have been able to build on this lot. The alternative septic system is not what is being proposed on this lot, 

you can do it in 12 inches and the requirement in the process of submitting a soil stability analysis. The Health 

department has reviewed and the Leach fields have more flexibility because of what you do at your tank and 

depending on what you do, there is a different criteria. He has 860 square feet of leach field installed at the same 

time on 2 separate zones. When they went up and did the test, soil percolates just fine and they were able to dig 6-8 

feet down. The home being presented is within the 30% slope up to 35%, but not more than the 35%. 

 

Commissioners had questions for applicant. Mr. Pinon said he will bring back the soil from underground and push 

it to the property line and will be restored to native. The proprietary name is Packed Media Systems and is a 

mound approach. When there is a slope and not enough soil, he will be using this system. There is 9 feet 8 inches 

from the closest corner of the house and the drain field. The slope starts to return south bound and it is equal to the 

neighbor that has a foundation wall that is continuous. There is a provision that wants you to make sure you aren’t 

too close to a foundation drain. Effluent  will continue to flow downhill. They are only digging down 12 inches and 

because its 98% clean, it is practically odorless. The alternative system opens up a lot of flexibility because of what 

they are doing at the tank and this has been engineered and tested. There will not be a problem with other houses. 

His foundation will be 3 feet down. He will keep the Leach field away from the property line, but needed 50 feet 

with 30% slope. Commissioners stated they have a lot of questions, because they aren’t familiar with this. He is 

under contract with the County to permit it and have it maintained every 6 months and constantly monitored. His 

system will communicate back and forth. He will have an electrical manual backup system and will be part of the 

permitting process and it would be important to have the backup system.  

 

Commissioners and Staff had a brief discussion. 

 

He is installing the system just below the surface and plans to bring everything back to native. There is scrub oak 

that is being compromised and he will do everything he can to blend back in with the native. The system is a simple 

system, sub surface irrigation system and could plant any plant on top. If the system fails, there is enough 

protection where it would not clog. 

 

Commissioners had a brief discussion. 

 

Counsel advised to invite the audience to speak and close. 

 

No one else from the public was present to speak.  

 

Commissioners asked about the neighbor so close. Mr. Pinon confirmed the neighbor would have received notice 

from the County. Staff confirmed the County has not heard from any neighbors. 

 

Commissioners and Counsel had a brief discussion. 

 

Commissioners asked a question for the Applicant. Mr. Pinon confirmed there is an automatic switch it would be 

quite costly and it would be manual, not automatic. If he is out of town, he would need to put in an emergency 

backup system and include a generator. When you include the foldable tank, it can be switched.  

 

PUBLIC PORTION OF MEETING CLOSED 

Commissioners and Counsel had a brief discussion. 

Motion: to approve application #28821 subject to staff recommendations and impose an additional condition to add 

a backup power system for the sanitary waste system.  

Motion by: Commissioner Morris 

2
nd

 by: Commissioner Brems 

Vote: unanimous in favor (of commissioners present) 

Commissioners and Staff had a brief discussion regarding other business. 
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MEETING ADJOURNED  

Time Adjourned – 9:41 a.m. 

 

 

 


