SCOFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
March 11, 2024
7:00 PM

Meeting called to order by Mayor Jim Levanger at 7:00 pm.

In Attendance:  Jim Levanger, Mayor				Brad Peacock, Council Member
		Ralph Brinkerhoff, Council Member		Meliss Holloway, Council Member
		Liberty Smith, Council Member, Absent		Lorraine Behling, Town Clerk, Absent

Also Present: See public meeting sign in sheet.

Moment of Reflection/Prayer:

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Mayor Levanger

Approval of Minutes: Council members were provided a copy of the minutes from 2-12-2024 Council Meeting to view.  Mr. Peacock motioned to approve the minutes and Ms. Holloway seconded. All agreed. 

Financial and Adjustment Reports: The financial report that had been verified by the treasurer was read for all Town accounts. The utility fund was reimbursed for about 91% of the engineering costs for the well project and that helped bring up the balance. There was 1 adjustment made to remove a late fee from the utility account due to it being a payment that was paid by bank draft but arrived late in the mail, possibly due to storms.
 

Bills to Pay: Copies of the bills to pay from 2-13-2024 to 3-5-2024 were provided to the Council. Ralph Brinkerhoff asked for clarification on the payment to Lamb Drilling for work on the #2 well. Mr. Peacock motioned to pay the bills, with Mr. Brinkerhoff as second, all agreed.

Citizen Comment: No comments

Town Updates: Thank you card for Lamb Drilling, who did a phenomenal job, to be signed by anyone who would like to. The well is done and could pump 225 gallons per minute day in and day out if needed. Last Friday the USDA made their final inspection of the well and signed it off as complete and the final payment to Lamb Drilling will be made. The mayor asked about rehabbing the old well but there are too many variables involved for them to say for certain. If the production of the old well drops, it starts pulling more sand, or if there is an earthquake, or natural disaster. that affects the well they would be more likely to help rehab it.   
 
New Business:
Discussion and possible approval of hiring someone to mow areas in Town including the park, cemetery, maintain equipment, etc.:  We pay $18 per hour for town employees. Mr. Peacock thinks it is a good idea. Mr. Brinkerhoff inquired about the amount of time expected. The mayor mentioned the obligation we have of keeping areas around town mowed for wildland fire mitigation to obtain a credit with them. The amount of mowing will depend on rainfall. We need to add the mowing to the budgets and possibly split it between funds depending on what mowing is done. Mr. Peacock motioned to hire someone for mowing at $18 per hour with Ms. Holloway as second, all agreed.  
Discussion and possible adoption of salary for Town water and sewer operators – The town used to have a combined sewer and water operator supervisor but since that designated supervisor is often out of town the situation needs to be addressed. Mike Erkkila has the certifications and has been serving in that capacity. He is willing to be the sewer supervisor but would like to be appointed to the position. He is ok with not having a salary for it and working for the $18 per hour as needed.
James Erkkila has been monitoring our water system and doing the work on it. There are new certifications and responsibilities being added to his workload. The current $18 per hour he gets to take water samples does not even cover his fuel costs. We need a certified person responsible for each system. Mr. Peacock asked about the monthly time involved in the position. It was discussed that it is not only the hours. It includes certifications, training, reports, class time, liability, and changing requirements of the government. It was decided that $150 per month might be a good price. Mr. Peacock motioned to approve the $150 monthly salary and said if it is not enough it will have to be revisited, with Mr. Brinkerhoff as second, all agreed.   
April Meeting mayoral absence discussion: Mr. Peacock says that if there are not a lot of issues that need council discussion he is ok with delaying until the May meeting but if something needs to be addressed he is willing to help out with the meeting. The decision will be made later as the meeting date becomes closer or if something comes up. 

Old Business:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fireworks increased cost vs. increased time of show discussion and possible decision: The mayor reached out to Lantis fireworks about increasing the fireworks show to $10,000. They replied that the current show of $7500 will run 10-12 minutes with the increased show being 12-15 minutes. They told him last year that a 20-minute show would cost $15,500.  It is a popular celebration and the PVD fund has quite a bit of money in it. Mr. Peacock would like to include a request to Lantis Fireworks to try to stretch the show to 15 minutes.  Mr. Brinkerhoff motioned to approve the increase to $10,000 for the show with Ms. Holloway as second, all approved. 

Cost discrepancy for John Jay’s announcement and park music amount: The Council approved the announcement at $400 last meeting and the actual cost is $600. Mr. Peacock motioned to approve the difference with Mr. Brinkerhoff as second. All agreed.  
 
Adjourn: Ralph Brinkerhoff motioned to close the meeting at 7:25 with Brad Peacock as second. All agreed.
 
