Newton Planning Commission Meeting
February 8th, 2024, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall, 51 South Center, Newton UT
Minutes
Agenda
1. Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Opening Ceremony Holly Call
3. [bookmark: _Hlk117076930][bookmark: _Hlk142055869]Approval of January 2024, minutes
4. State Auditor Video Training
5. Draft Animal Code 
6. Adjourn

1. Roll Call 
Members Present: Holly Call, Jadd Shelton, Cass Bleazard
Others Present: Recorder-Tasma Taylor
Absent: Justin Cooley, Martin Empey

2. Opening Ceremony – by Holly Call

3. Minutes for January 2024, approved 

4.  State Auditor Video Training- Viewed Open and Public Meetings Act 2023 video.

5.  Draft Animal Code Review- Jadd shared that the research done by the Utah State Extension office was applicable more to pasture animals, so it doesn’t apply to what is done with the Newton Animal Code Draft.  Holly went to this month’s Town Council meeting to talk to them about the Animal Code-they stated that they don’t want a permanent grandfather clause to be included, but rather a temporary time for them to be in compliance.  Town Council is also very in favor of adding allowances for 4-H.  Jadd suggested in regard to the grandfather clause that the citizens be allowed to have their current animals for the life of the animal, after which they must be in compliance with the new Animal Code.  Holly said Town Council didn’t give a specific time for the grandfather clause to be in effect until compliance.  Holly suggested possibly do a certain time period after the grandfather clause is passed where citizens would need to be in compliance.  Holly felt that we should add that the Animal Code be specified that it is for residential zoned areas.  Jadd and Cass both felt this would be a good idea as well.  Cass asked if it would work to add a period of one year after the effective date of the Animal Code ordinance to the grandfather clause until citizens are compliant.  Holly said to add that it will allow a grace period in order to come into compliance.  Regarding the number of animals allowed, the Town Council was in favor of more leniency with exception of possible pig amounts.  Town Council wants to keep the agricultural, rural feel of Newton.  Cass stated that the number of animals is irrelevant compared to the way the residents take care of the animals.  Cass suggested to start with ½ acre and consider how many animals can be on that property.  Holly suggested investigating rural towns in Utah to see what animal ordinances they have.  Holly said Karla suggested calling the County Planner and seeing if they have any help or suggestions for Newton’s Animal Code.  Cass then asked about clarifications with the setbacks that are included in the Animal Code working document.  Holly said there was a complaint about lines because citizens were worried about their neighbor’s animals being closer to them than their own house.  Cass suggested taking out the lot line column and keeping dwelling unit adjacent lot. All three Commission members discussed what the definition of the street line is.  Jadd suggested we ask Town Council what the street line definition means. It was suggested to take out the required setbacks portion of the Animal Code Draft and instead refer them to Site Development Standards in Town Code 11-7-1.  Holly asked where they wanted to insert the 4-H clause.  Holly motioned that they think about the number of animals per lot size and bring it back to the next meeting.  Jadd clarified that a lot can max out number of animals per lot size and in addition have 4-H points as well.  Jadd suggested considering instead of 300 points do 400.  

6.Adjourn 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:20

Minutes prepared by: _________________________________	________________
Tasma Taylor, Assistant Newton Town Clerk	   Approval Date 
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