


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
February 14, 2024
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Dallin, R Holmgren, J Holmgren, Anderson, Mecham, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Heidi Anderson, Margie Rycewicz with BRAG, Chris McCullough

ABSENT: None

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member J Holmgren 

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  March 13, 2024

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from January 10, 2024 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes January 10, 2024 be approved.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Martinez was not in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Chris McCullough is building a house in the Grand Haven Subdivision.  His lot is the farthest North West.  He has had some flooding with all the rain.  The drain ditches seem like they are plugged and also running up hill.  He has installed a few sump pumps but the water is just recirculating back under his house.  He has contacted the county about their ditch and they have come out to look.  The county is cleaning out the ditch and trying to decide what to do.  This has lowered the water some.  They also stated the one ditch and the low spot is the towns problem.  He does not know what to do, and is asking for any help or suggestions the town has.  Council Member Anderson has contacted our engineer Karter and he will come out and take a look at what is going on.  Karter and Darin with the County have been in contact with each other.  They are trying to figure out if it is a city or a county problem.  

GROVER ANNEXATION POSSIBLE APPROVAL/DENIAL:  The Council reviewed the Grover Annexation and supporting documents.  The Annexation is located within the BRC Annexation Policy Plan.  The property proposed for annexation is not contiguous to Bear River City.  An unincorporated area may not be annexed to a municipality unless the unincorporated area is contiguous to the municipality.  Bear River City cannot currently supply sewer service or any other utility service to the proposed annexation property.  Under current regulations the property does not meet state statutes to be annexed.  The Council agreed to deny the Grover Annexation.  Council Member Anderson motioned to deny the Grover Annexation.  The motion was seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

SPENCER JULANDER ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ABOUT REVEWING LEASE OF PROPERTY:  Spencer Julander was not able to attend tonight’s meeting.  He met with Clerk Holmgren earlier in the day and stated everything is going well with the lease and he has no questions or problems with the lease and would like to continue with the lease.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to renew the lease with Spencer Julander.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Mecham.  All voted in favor.

CURTIS CHRISTENSEN SIDE OF ROAD IMPROVEMENT:  Curtis Christensen would like to ask the Council’s permission to put down some gravel in the City right of way across the street from his house.  He states it will be graded properly and will not damage the ditch on the south.  He will pay to have this done himself.  This will benefit the school pick up line and parking at his house.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve gravel being laid in front and across the street from Curtis Christensen’s house.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

MARGIE RYCEWICZ WITH BRAG EXPLAINING SERVICES WITH BRAG:  Margie attended the Council Meeting tonight to explain to the Mayor and Council Members the services that BRAG has to offer small cities.  She is getting paid by someone else to help us.  Services like the following:  write ordinances, train and advise on policies, facilitate discussions on personnel management, budget development and monitoring, help write and research grants, etc.  She would like to send a needs assessment to the Clerk to fill out, to help them know our needs better.  

REVIEW CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT:  The Mayor and Council Members reviewed the Consulting Service Agreement submitted by Gil Miller.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Consulting Servies Agreement.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Dallin.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW DRAFT OF REQUIRED BUILDING INSPECTIONS:  Gil has agreed to be the Zoning Administrator for the next year.  Gil the new zoning administrator would like to be present when the County Building Inspector comes to inspect.  This is basically a job description.  The Mayor and Council Members like this draft but have a few questions for Gil and the County.  We will need these questions answered before it can be approved.

CLOSED SESSION:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to open the closed session to discuss the deployment of personnel, devices or systems.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Mecham.  All voted to approve.
Council Member Dallin motioned to close the closed session.  Motion seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

4TH QUARTER FINANCIALS:  4th Quarter Financials were reviewed and initialed by Mayor and Council Members.

PEGGY ROGERS CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW:  Peggy Rogers Conditional Use Permit was reviewed by Council Members.  The City has received no recent complaints.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve Peggy Rogers Conditional Use Permit.  Motion was seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW COMPENSATION SCHEDULE POSSIBLE CHANGES AND/OR ADOPTION:  Gil’s wages need to be added.  (At a later date it was decided that Gil is not an employee and will send a bill for his services.)  Mileage needs to be changed to 62 cents.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adopt the Compensation Schedule with the mentioned changes.  Motion seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW DEPARTMENT ASSIGNMENTS WITH ADVICE & CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL: The Mayor and Council reviewed department assignments with no changes.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the department assignments with no changes.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, Mecham, Dallin, R Holmgren and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  None.

DEPARTMENTS:  

Irrigation – Council Member R Holmgren spoke with the attorney.  He asked the attorney what the next step was and the attorney stated he would get back with him.  Jay also stated that he is not a water attorney.  Council Member R Holmgren is questioning whether he is going to be the best fit.  
	Council Member R Holmgren is working on a Public Safety Grant to maybe help pipe the main ditch.
Roads – The asphalt that was the Town’s share to put in by Grand Haven Subdivision is breaking apart.  Council Member Anderson stated there should be a guarantee for that.  Council Member Anderson stated he would call the engineers to see what can be done.

Park – The old basketball hoop is not safe.  It needs to be taken down and replaced.  Clerk Holmgren also stated when she and Clerk Andreasen was painting the bowery a few summers ago, they noticed the bowery steel beams (bottom) are also in bad shape and needs some attention.  

Mayors Dinner – Mayors Dinner will be on May 1st in Logan at Café Sabor at 6:30 pm.

Ice Rink – Bad year for the Ice Rink.  We will try again next year.  Everyone that went the few times it was able to be open loved it!

Playground Committee – Committee is busy applying for grants to help pay.  Council Member Mecham asked If there is a specific design they have in mind.  Clerk Andreasen mentioned people might be more willing to donate if they could see what it would actually look like.  Council Member Dallin said they are working on finalizing it.

Park Lights – We did have a donation from Nucor to start on extra lighting at the park.

Park Cameras – This is being worked on.  Council Member Mecham suggested one camera be pointed in the direction of the dog kennel.

Spring Clean-up – Spring Clean-up will be May 31-June 1.  Council Member Mecham stated he would like to move it to the south side, but there may not be enough room.  

Yard of the Month – Council Member Mecham would like to have a yard of the month contest.  He has some connections at Alpine Gardens in Logan.  Alpine Gardens would like to sponsor this.

Garbage – Council Member Mecham stated he has had a lot of questions about holiday pick up.  Most people say when in doubt put it out.  He would like to get something put together with the dates and put it on the website.

Library – The Library has formed a new committee.  They have had several people volunteer to be on the committee.  Danielle Taylor is the new chair.  

Cemetery – We need a new mower.  Council Member Mecham asked if there is a budget for a new mower.  With a new mower he would also like to have some expectations to hold ourselves accountable.  Like it being mowed once a week and its mowed evenly, etc.  There have been a lot of complaints about it not looking nice.

Ordinances on Website – Clerk Holmgren gave Council Member Mecham a copy of all the ordinances.  He is working on updating them into pdf’s to be put on the Town Website.  Council Member Anderson asked about archiving the changes, incase people want to know when its changed.  

Animal Control Ordinance – Council Member Mecham would like to revise the Ordinance so it will be more clear.

Emergency Preparedness – Council member Mecham will check with Scott Ritter what the status is on the generators.

Blue Stakes – Need a better map for the GrandHaven Subdivision.  Jones should have a new city map soon.  Beehive Broadband has been sending a lot of Blue Stakes to install the Broadband.  Clerk Holmgren asked if there is going to be that many should he draw a wage.

Civic Center Lawn – Need to look for a new person.  Also, need a job description.

Civic Center Cultural Center – Council Member Anderson would like to budget to get a concept drawing done.  We will need this to apply for grants.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Dallin motioned to adjourn at 8:48 pm. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved March 13, 2024.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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