 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, February 14th, 2023
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston 
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner 

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 1:04p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting Cole Weston made a motion to approve the minutes, Judy Stuart seconding and unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $15,593.83 in the general operating fund. The deposit recorded was $7.20 for interest on 1/26. 

The checks that processed were: Woodruff Stock Association (Woodruff pastures) $250.00 #263, Woodruff Stock Association (USFS Woodruff Allotment) $250.00 #264

The checks that have not processed are: UACD for $625.00 ($500.00 UACD annual dues 2023 and $125.00 for Voluntary Education donation) #285 and UACD planner wages for $670.51 #286.
The outstanding bills are for Westar printing for $88.20 and for Jace Farnsworth to cook the meal for the CSP/Cattlemen’s meeting. 
Cole Weston made a motion to pay the outstanding bills Judy Stuart seconding, unanimously approved. The Westar check will be made out after the meeting. The check for Jace Farnsworth for cooking will be made out on February 26th when the dinner is being held.
AGENDA ITEM

Justin Elsner- NRCS Report- (Jessica Anderson)
For NRCS Jessical reported they are currently ranking and assessing. The ranking deadline is March 1st so they should know who is getting funded a week or two after. They have not heard which SFP’s are funded for 2025, thinking they should know by April. The ones that were submitted were: high tunnels for all of rich county, irrigation (starting off in Laketown and will spread to different parts of the county each year), and flood irrigation.
AGENDA ITEM

Jace Farnsworth- Resource Coordinator Business
Water Op closed January 31st. There were 392 applications requesting $59 million dollars in total.  In Zone 1 there were 184 applications requesting $26 million. There are 8 ARDL loans applications for Rich County that need to be gone over in a closed meeting. Now that borrowing money through an ARDL loan is cheaper there has been more interest.
Zone 1 meeting is March 7th in Kaysville. Ray Ledgerwood is presenting. They are combing Zone 1 and Zone 2 in this meeting. Jace wanted to see who will be able to make it and would like them to RSVP. The office crew might go along with Judy, Jeanne and Candy. Lunch will be served and the meetings start at 10:00am.

ISM- the application is open right now through the middle of March. Jace asked what weeds the supervisors would like to put in the application: last year was whitetop and dyerwoad. Candy suggested thistle and henbane. Taylor said some target weeds are knapweed and musk thistle Jace said he has spray for TJ for the musk thistle left over from the other ISM grant that can be used. Jace said we can do two grants and put two weeds on one grant. Next, he asked how much money they want requested. Last year they requested $6,000 and $3,000 was utilized. Taylor suggested at least another $6,000 for knapweed and thistle and one for the same as last year for whitetop and dyerwoad. 
Conservation Fair had about 250 people in attendance. There were a lot of good booths, 32 booths in all between sponsors and partners. Jace as has had several express desires to be sponsors next year. The feedback is very positive and it is continuing to grow each year. 

Supervisor appointments- Candy Cornia, Yale Johnson and Judy Stuart are all up for a new term. Jeanne Weston has the forms that need to be filled out and signed. They need to be returned to Sherie and Jace.

Tree Sale orders are open if anyone would like to do tree sales. Jace passed out pamphlets for the supervisors.
Update on Cattlemen’s dinner. Jessica is still trying to get in touch with Bill Cox but has been unsuccessful. Taylor asked if Jace can cook outside the building, suggesting the same meal that was done at the conservation fair. Taylor volunteered his house for a kitchen if needed. Jace said that he would do the same things and the motion was made earlier in the meeting. Taylor said that he has plates and utensils for the dinner. Taylor will recruit help to make it look nice. Jace said that North Cache will give $500 and John Hardman will do $800 for CSP training that will be go towards the food. The supervisors volunteered to help if it is needed, Jace said that he can do it. Taylor said in the past we did the CSP program at 5:00pm and dinner at 6:00pm. Jace double checked the email that he sent him and it was February 26th. Jayme is going to help with flyers and spreading the word. 

AGENDA ITEM
Nick Reithal- Watershed Coordinator
Non-Point Source Grant is open now and the due date is March 1st.  He is looking for projects that are geared towards water quality. The last meeting it was talked about doing test troughs, that will not freeze and be located off the canals. It will be a water quality benefit. They were hoping for adjacent land owners to put them in and get some feedback. Taylor said that it is a great idea to put it on a fence line but it might be better with one land owner. They were thinking that Cole Weston could do the experiment. They are thinking three troughs, budgeting around $3,000 for each trough. Taylor said we talked about using existing wells and possibly three different landowners with existing wells. Nick is going to put in for $12,000 at this time. Taylor said for tire troughs it is about $3,000 and he suggested asking for $15,000. This will need to be run through the district, then the tax information will not be needed. The producers will need to have a water system and the ability to set it up off a canal. There is time to find land owners. Jace said that they can try a couple of different designs. The producer will need to give feedback and possibly do a field trip. If it works then it opens up the possibilities for future projects.  It was decided to request $15,000. 

Cole Weston made a motion for Rick Reithel to apply for $15,000, Braden Cornia seconding, unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Tayor Payne- GIP Report

BLM for inflation reeducation money- they are doing a whole bunch of projects around the county. He is working with Brandon Neff, regarding border systems between allotments, rebuilding riparian enclosures, and water systems. They are also hiring a lot of employees, wild life techs, water people and range tech help. They are focused on doing a bunch of work. He is telling the district expressing the need for the correct kind of work. They are wanting to do BDA (fake beaver dams) bever dam work, which is good in a lot of places but Taylor wants to make sure they expand past that. There are other things done to get the next permanent renewal, not just maintenance but new projects that are needed. A lot of time Woodruff BLM and the northern county does not get as much attention as Three Creeks. Taylor wants to help with this process. There are going to be a lot more people in the county present. BLM money is being used but through extension Reganne could be a supervisor or help with BLM projects. Taylor is hoping that it will be a local person that fills this position. Taylor has been approached about getting a job description written and finding a good candidate. They do not need to be a college graduate and there will be a 3-year term possibly leading into something permanent. Taylor is wondering about Haley Davis from Woodruff, Kyler Wilson, or Sage Bradshaw as possible candidates. Taylor is not sure when the application will be open possibly around the summer time. 
Watershed committed to do work around here and Nick Reithel is on the committee. There are a lot of people out of Utah State to do all the work here. Taylor was hoping to get a member with a local perspective. Taylor is trying to help not stop research that is already in the process and needs to continue. The committee can help steer the resources into something else that is more productive. He wants to see how active they are through the CRM- this is essentially the county meeting. Nick said that someone with more of a local influence would be appropriate. 

There is going to be over 80 applications for GIP, they are getting ready for funding. The meeting will be in March. Taylor said he can tell the supervisors how many are funded after the ranking. In Rich there are around 12-13 applications and usually 2/3 get funded. 

Cole has a question with BLM and three creeks for an example for the last 12 years. The way he understood a lot of work went for permit holders to keep their permits. How long do they give you to show that this is working. When the Taylor Grazing Act was done the renewals were supposed to be every 10 years. In 2018 when it was approved that was their 10 years but it does not happen every 10 years. With Three Creeks it is fully implemented but new projects still need to happen. Water quality has been ecologically monitored. Taylor said that somethings need to improve by themselves.
Taylor suggested a CSP for Woodruff BLM. Braden suggested that KC Weston is running it and to contact him. We need to get as many holders in Woodruff to attend the CSP training as possible. 
AGENDA ITEM

Jayme Koefoed- Conservation Planner

She is ranking and assessing with the upcoming deadline of March 1st. She has been helping with ARDL loans. Jace said that she did a lot of water op applications also. She sent out the scholarship paper to Jody Muir to post. 
Jeanne Weston brought up that Sherie has explained to her that the scholarships are not reimbursable unless the applicant does work and signs a contract. Jace is going to look into this. We usually don’t have more than 3-4 put in for the scholarship. Jayme said that it is on the link for the high school. Jayme is working on the poster contest, in the elementary school, as well. 

Jayme said that the producer recognition sign is done. They filled Brayden in on the producer of the year since he was not at the last meeting. Candy is going to call Lisa Johnson to encourage her family’s attendance.
Cole said that the cattle company does a scholarship, he wanted to put a plug in to get applicants. Taylor said that he has a way to advertise that and will have Bill Kennedy get ahold of Taylor.  

AGENDA ITEM

Janalynn Negus- Partner Program Assistant

She received her computer. 
DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Next meeting will be on March 13th at 1:00pm. 
Judy Stuart made a motion for supervisors to attend the Zone 1 and Zone 2 meeting and get paid, Cole Weston seconding, unanimously approved.
Braden Cornia made a motion to go into a closed meeting to discuss ARDL loans, Judy Stuart seconding, unanimously approved.
The meeting was opened back up at 2:07pm. Braden made a motion to approve all ARDL loans, Cole Weston and Judy Stuart both seconded, unanimously approved.

Filled out SERA forms.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Judy Stuart moved to adjourn the meeting and Cole Weston seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30pm.
.
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