LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, February 13, 2024, 6:30pm

Public Hearing

Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Steven Holman, not present
Michael Lovell, Council Member     			Devin Palmer, not present
Clark Nielson, Council member				Dan Bradfield, Town Resident
Shantel Oppenheimer, Town Clerk/Recorder
Mont Bradfield, Town resident
		


Called to order at 6:33
The purpose of the public hearing is to do a budget adjustment. There is fifty thousand dollars leftover from the brick work on the CIB funding, so we want to use that to install the septic tank. Originally put in 40 thousand dollars into the budget under repairs and maintenance for the town hall. Russ would like to move 25 thousand of that money into to the admin under profession and technical services to update the town ordinances. We want to use fourteen thousand dollars to update the subdivision ordinances. We have 10 thousand dollars’ worth of painting to do on the trim on the chapel. We are trying to get a landscaping plan in place to make the town hall look nice. Mont would like the town to hire someone to take care of the existing grounds and make sure it’s not something that we can’t maintain. Dan asked if we could get someone from the county to come and help with the landscaping. Dan said we should talk about the pipes that are going into the bathrooms because they are rusty. Michael said we had cameras in the pipes and there is no pipe deterioration. There is one bad joint but is holding up right now. However, there needs to be a rubber coupling installed. Russ motions to adjourn the meeting. Michael seconds. All in favor, motion passed.



Town Council Meeting

Those Present:
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Steven Holman, not present
Michael Lovell, Council Member     			Devin Palmer, not present
Clark Nielson, Council member				
Lili Burrows, Treasurer					
Mont Bradfield, Town resident
Cindy Butler, Town resident
Spence Butler, Town resident
Dan Bradfield, Town resident
Shantel Oppenheimer, Town Clerk/Recorder


Meeting called to order at 7:00pm

Bills: The bills were approved and signed.

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes with Russ corrections. Michael motioned to approve the minutes, Russ seconded, all in favor; motion passed.

Open Grama Training: Motion to forgo Grama training.
 
Fire Department: 

Water and Garbage: Michael wants to rescind the outside water connection resolution. Michael motioned to rescind the resolution, Clark seconded, all in favor motion passed. 
Overdue water bills: Michael just got the late payment notice and there are several which is not in line with our ordinance so Mike will be working with Michael Ferrell to sign the notice of overdue water bill to comply with the ordinance. The town residents with overdue water bills will have 30 days to make payment. If they don’t make a payment, the town can go lock their meters.
Statues of well drilling project: There was a meeting with the well driller and Jones and Demille. They went up to the well sight and they didn’t like how steep the entrance was so Russ revised it and put in some gravel. They are looking at the first part of March to start the project. Russ has been working with Mont to get proper recordings of the lot to get Mont paid correctly. Mont needs to have the agreement updated and then it should be good. From the time they start drilling, they only have 45 days to drill the well. The plans say that they will drill 1000 feet. This will be screened from 600-1000ft. 
Continued sponsorship of Leamington ditch project: Russ asked Chad if there has been another meeting on Leamington ditch and Chad said there hasn’t been. Russ wants to make sure that we don’t have to fill out all the paperwork. He does not want to have to do a lot of paperwork for the ditch project. Clark’s concern is that he doesn’t know a lot about the ditch project. Clark would like to know what the sponsorship is all about and what it requires. He also wants to know why Leamington town is involved. Cindy is talking for the irrigation company. The ditch is an improvement to this town. The reason the town is involved is solely because the irrigation company needs a taxing entity to distribute the money to. The money will come in to the town and the town will cut a check to the contractor. The town has no other liability. Cindy says they talked about putting in a bike path or walking path along the piped ditch. Jones and Demille takes care of all the paperwork. With the new improvements, when you order the water, you’re going to get what you order. The water won’t seep through the ground. Clark says the Leamington ditch project is private and Leamington is governmental. It is coming back to discuss now because nothing has been happening with the ditch project until now. Mont is discussing that it would be great if we could have a bike path along the piped ditch. To qualify for this pipe project, it must go through a taxing entity. Mont thinks the town will benefit from this. Russ thinks the project will be fantastic for the town without the hazard of people falling in the ditch and having a bike path. Cindy said they are at the beginning stage of this project, and they are just trying to get the funding.  Cindy reports to the irrigation company and Chad reports to the town. Russ wants to continue to press forward with this. Spence said the NRCS will deal with all the funding and paperwork. The town council should communicate with Chad to get the information. Clark brought up about when they hired the lawyer. This happened because they thought they needed someone for state funding. Spence and Cindy did most of the work, so they ended things with the lawyer, and he gave the irrigation company and the town their money back. In the meantime, the NRCS hired Jones and DeMille to do the engineering for the NRCS. When they have meetings the NRCS comes to the meetings and Chad has been to every meeting that they have had. The irrigation company is working with Leamington town on this project. Clark says he would like a beginning document for this. Any check that is associated with a project must be scanned in and documented.


Town Hall and Parks: 
Schedule town hall use: 24th of February Dusty Smith then the following weekend is the Chappell and Tolbert wedding. Theres nothing scheduled after that until June for a family reunion. There is a private entity wrestling club that would like to use our building two times a week. They would bring mats in and roll them up and put them away. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday nights from 6:30-8pm and they will not be able to use the restroom. From February to April 18th. It would be $25 a night. Clark said he will come and oversee it. Russ doesn’t want anyone to come in here because the elevator will be being installed. But if they use the cultural hall they could be locked in there and use the cultural hall outside door. Michael motions to approve it if Clark will oversee it. 
Town employee: Michael was talking to Mont, and they would like to combine the cemetery and town budget to get one employee to do both. We need to look at the funding and what the hours would be over the year with an increased pay rate.
Maintenance building update: The electrician has wired the box on the back of the building so there is power to the doors. Russ needs to put in two gas heaters in to keep it from freezing. Russ looked at the Lynndyl fire station to see what type of heaters they have. Chew said they need be 100000btu and they will be $1404 apiece. There is going to be a French drain and sump that should be able to hold the water that gathers around the building. It is already blue staked, so Seth Johnson needs to come dig the lines. Russ wants to wait to see how much lay down area the well drilling company will need to use for the pipe for the well. Russ thinks it will be a couple months before they start on the sump. There will be a vinyl fence between the maintenance shed and the Wrights. 

Roads and Cemetery: 

Planning and Zoning:
Approve General Plan: Michael has 3 outstanding comments to be adjudicated by Mike on the plan. Clarks comments for the general plan. He thinks that the Leamington ditch project should not be in the general plan because it is a specific plan. It goes underneath our goals/objectives for future town improvements for our five-year plan. Russ motions to approve, Michael seconds, all in favor motion passed. Clark abstained.
Approve funding for ordinance updates: Russ motions to approve $25,000 ordinance update, Michael seconds, all in favor motion passed.

Miscellaneous: Planning and Zoning will meet on March 6th and then the first Wednesday of every month.
Devin Palmer gave Russ a letter of resignation. We need to advertise in the Chronicle Progress and post office that at the next meeting we will interview the candidates to select and swear in the candidate for the vacant council seat. We need to swear them in within 30 days of resignation. We will interview the candidates on March 13th. We need more furnace filters so Michael will get more. We received a letter from somebody who wanted to get into the museum, but he did not send his number so Russ is going to send him a letter back. Ballot boxes opened today, and ballot boxes will close March 5th. Spence says any meeting that he has had on piping the ditch with Jones and DeMille or NRCS that Chad has always been there. The communication has not been good so Michael will keep communicating with Chad. Rocky Mountain Power is going to give us $300 for Leamarado Days and Division of Tourism is going to give the town $500.

Russ motioned for the meeting to adjourn at 8:11, Michael seconded, all in favor; motion passed.

