
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING AND REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD JUNE 16, 2014 BEGINNING AT 9:15 A.M. IN
 CONFERENCE ROOM #1, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Commission Chairman Ronald Winterton; Commissioner Kent R. Peatross, Commissioner Kirk J. Wood, Public Works Director Glen Murphy, Deputy County Attorney Jared Tingey, IS Technicians James King, Garret Lamb, and Chief Deputy Clerk JoAnn Evans taking minutes of the meeting. 
Absent


Bobbi Jo Casper – Commission Assistant
Public Works Department Update
Director Murphy reported that most of his men were working on county road 52 by Mortensen Lane with a couple of water trucks running most of the time. The pavement on Ellis Road (CR343) is approximately one half mile from being all done. We have talked a little bit about putting a speed limit sign on that road. We could put a sign at each end of the road. After some discussion on the matter it was decided that a thirty five (35) mile an hour speed limit would be appropriate. 
Director Murphy stated that Log Hollow is a place that needs some work. He will go up there tomorrow to see what needs to be done. We will try to fix it the best we can to get through the summer. We might have to coordinate with the Ute Tribe on a long term fix.
Mr. Kelsey Carter from EP Energy entered the meeting at 9:15 A.M.
Commissioner Peatross left the meeting at 9:16 A.M.
Consideration Of A Work Access Permit With Kinder Morgan
Director Murphy reported that Kinder Morgan gave him a check for two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) for a access permit on North Crescent Rd; county road 176.  He granted that access permit to them. There was no motion for this item.
Discussion of Building Department Policies
Building Official Head Karl Mott entered the meeting at 9:17 A.M…. Commissioner Peatross re-entered the meeting at 9:22 A.M….. Oil & Gas Liaison Coralee Sanchez entered the meeting at 9:28 A.M…Assessor Gregory Garff entered the meeting at 9:30 A.M…

Official Mott stated that for a number of years it has been the building department’s 
policy not to issue a building permit unless the owner can prove they can maintain a 
waste water system. There is a gentleman named Vaun Butler that owns several acres on 
top of Witches Hollow. He would like to build one of those coast to coast covers that 
would protect his camp trailer. The camp trailer leaks and he would like it to be protected 
during the winter months. He has no intentions of ever building on his property and has 
no intentions of putting a waste water system in. His property mostly consists of 
fractured rock and trees. He would like a waiver from the policy requiring the site 
assessment before we issue the permit. The reason we have that policy is people would 
put power and other things on their property without a permit and then two (2) years later 
you have a camper with a second story and electrical wires running all over the ground. It 
created a lot of issues. Commissioner Wood stated that he did not have a problem with 
doing that for him now but if he sold the property the new owners would need to follow 
the building permit codes. Official Mott said that he could put in the comments into the 
system about this particular situation and then actually record that with the property. 
Commissioner Winterton stated that if it could get recorded, it would only pertain to this 
particular situation he would not mind waiving the waste water site assessment.  The 
commission should make a motion because they are making a decision to waive the site 
assessment for this property. Commissioner Wood recommended that a policy be put in 
place for this type of a situation. Commissioner Wood motioned to have this property 
flagged for a waiver on the waste water site assessment; making sure it is 
for this 
property owner only. If the property is sold the next owner would need to come and ask 
for a different waiver. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners 
voted aye and the motion passed.
Director Murphy, Oil & Gas Liaison Coralee Sanchez, and Mr. Kelsey Carter left the meeting at 9:35 A.M.
Oil & Gas Liaison Coralee Sanchez and Mr. Kelsey Carter re-joined the meeting at 9:40 A.M… 
Discussion Of Changes To The Safety Manual
Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler joined the meeting at 9:45 A.M... Public Works Director Glen Murphy re-joined the meeting at 9:45 A.M…
Director Lefler reported that there are needed modifications to the volunteer section of the Policies & Procedures/Safety Manual. Chief Deputy Clerk JoAnn Evans stated that she has been working with Emergency Management Secretary Shelly Felter and Director Lefler on changing some of the stipulations for the volunteers that fall under the Emergency Management Program. Director Lefler stated that there was an incident where a city fire fighter brought his son to a fire in a county vehicle. They are trying to make some additions to the policies, but it is not yet complete. He will give the commission a copy of it before it is approved so they can add anything if they need to. Also they are trying to make it clear who will be in charge of the incidents and vehicle use policy when fighting a fire. Commissioner Peatross stated that we need to make sure that each situation is stated clearly. Director Lefler stated that they want to make sure that any incidents are NIMS compliance as well as IC compliant. 
Deputy Attorney Tingey left the meeting at 10:00 A.M.

Discussion Of Property Taxes
Mr. Reese Jensen and Assessor Greg Garff joined the meeting at 10:15 A.M. Deputy Attorney Jared Tingey re-joined the meeting at 10:15 A.M…Deputy Assessor Cheryl Fabrizio joined the meeting at 10:20 A.M…County Attorney Stephen Foote joined the meeting at 10:23 A.M.
Commissioner Peatross stated that he has a possible conflict with this tax issue. Mr. Reese Jensen is his nephew. Mr. Jensen stated that he went through a divorce in 2010. He then moved to a different area. None of the correspondence from the County Assessor’s Office reached him after that point. He did not know that his property had rollback taxes on it from the lack of submitting a greenbelt application. He is in the process of taking care of the situation; he just needs until November to get it figured out. He is trying to get his ex-wife off of the deed so that he can proceed. Assessor Garff stated that the problem with the green belt application is that it has to be notarized with the signatures of those names that appear on the deed. Since his ex-wife’s name appears on the deed he cannot submit the greenbelt application without her cooperation. She does not seem to appear to cooperate with that. Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the adjustment of the rollback taxes as discussed. Commissioner Winterton seconded the motion. Commissioner Peatross abstained from voting due to conflict of interest. Both Commissioner Winterton and Commissioner Wood voted aye and the motion passed
Consideration Of Consent To Surface Operations With EP Energy, E&P Company, LLC
Mr. Kelsey Carter stated that according to the lease he needed to have the commission’s 
consent to commence drilling and building on the location of the Flying Dutchman 124 
C5. It is owned by KW Construction (Jared Robinson). After some discussion on mineral 
and surface rights and why Duchesne County would need to sign off on a lease that they 
do not own it was determined that this lease was prepared by former Deputy Attorney 
Marea 
Doherty following some boiler plate states guidelines. It was also determined 
that when there was no mineral or surface rights owned by the county, the commission 
would not need to sign off on the leases and asked Deputy Attorney Tingey correct future 
situations on these forms. It was decided that because of the lease agreement that the 
commission would need to sign off on it. Commissioner Wood motioned to sign the 
agreement as 
presented by Mr. Carter. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All 
commissioners voted aye and 
the motion passed.
Discussion Of The Duchesne County Outstanding Teen Pageant
Mrs. Jennifer Adams joined the meeting at 9:53 A.M.


Mrs. Adams stated that she is asking the commission to use the Duchesne County name 
in the Miss Outstanding Teen Pageant and a Little Miss Pageant that takes place in 
Duchesne County. These events have typically been part of the UBIC, but starting next 
year they would like to make them part of the Duchesne County Fair. This would 
accommodate the girls ages thirteen (13) through seventeen (17) who cannot participate 
in the UBIC pageants because of the 
expense of traveling back and forth from Roosevelt. 
They would also like to ask for some funding for these pageants starting in 2015 it will be 
added to the fair organization. Commissioner Peatross stated that they would need to talk 
with Debbie Thayne who is the Fair Board Chairman and Nancy Moon who is over the 
Miss Duchesne County pageant to verify that this could work. Mrs. Adams 
reported that she had not done that yet, but would very soon. She also stated that she will 
report back with some financial numbers.
Consideration Of Draft Letter Regarding Comments on the High Uinta’s Wilderness Domestic Sheep Grazing Project 

Duchesne County Community Development Administrator Mike Hyde joined the meeting at 9:53 A.M.

Administrator Hyde stated that the Uintah/Wasatch Cache National Forest issued a 
number of grazing permits on the North Slope for range allotments. That was challenged 
by an environmental group about the transfer of diseases from domestic sheep to big horn 
sheep. There was a court case in Idaho where there was a settlement agreement where the 
forest services agreed to add a scoping notice on those five (5) sheep allotments on the 
North Slope. The forest service has agreed since some of the sheep are on the North 
Slope during the summer and then come to the South Slope in the winter that they should 
look at both sides of the divide. In our letter we indicate what the general plan policies 
are in terms of grazing and it needs to be continued. We recognize that the Wilderness 
Act allows grazing to continue in wilderness areas subject to certain level standards.  We 
appreciate the fact that they are considering allowing the grazing allotments to continue. 
We don’t know if they will change the season of use or change the number of allotments. 
We are putting them on notice that they are in violation of our general plan policies if 
those grazing rights are not protected. We do not want to see them change the seasons of 
use and reduce the number so they are no longer good for the grazers. Commissioner 
Peatross motioned to approve the letter. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All 
commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Draft Letter Regarding Graham’s Beardtongue And The White River Beardtongue

Director Hyde stated that we sent a letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service back in 
September of 2013 indicating they really don’t have enough scientific and biological 
information to support a listing of those species for the endangered species act. The 
benefits of establishing critical habitat are far outweighed by the benefits of having a 
strong 
economy in the energy industry. They have had a public hearing in Vernal 
recently and they have come out with a study indicating that the annual cost of protecting 
these two (2) species and their habitat is two point nine million ($2,900,000.00) dollars 
per year of which two point seven million ($2,700,000.00) of that will be borne by the oil 
and gas industry.  We indicated that because of federal regulatory over reach the energy 
production has been shifting from federal lands to private lands in the county for both oil 
and gas. If they keep adding onto these burdens it will drive even more of them into other 
states and countries where the regulations are not quite so bad. We are encouraging them 
to enter into the conservation agreement Uintah County put together with SWITCA 
 
Environmental Consultants earlier this year. That makes much more sense to establish 
those co-operative programs with the states, counties, tribes, private owners, grazers,
energy companies, conservation groups where they can all get together and work on 
conservation rather than establishing critical habitat which has proven over the years to 
have very little impact on getting species off of the list. Commissioner Peatross motioned 
to approve the letter. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted 
aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Draft Letter Regarding Sale Of Selected Lake Canyon Wildlife Management Area Parcels

Administrator Hyde stated that everyone has seen the notice that is on the bulletin board 
where  
the state is taking bids on several different parcels; one of which is some of the 
excess 
DWR property in Lake Canyon. There is about on thousand (1000) acres. It is on 
the north end of the DWR holdings in Lake Canyon. Commissioner Peatross suggested 
that they change the first line in the letter to “supports the proposal of the Utah Wildlife 
Resources of surplus land in the Lake Canyon area into private ownership”. Director 
Hyde stated that he thinks they will sell it to the highest bidder whoever that may be. The 
letter states that the DWR will retain a restrictive easement prohibiting the sheep or goats 
on the 
property to reduce the risk of contact decease transmission between the 
domestic sheep and goats and the Rocky Mountain Big Horn Sheep.  Commissioner 
Peatross motioned to approve the letter. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All 
commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Draft Letter Regarding Comments On The Atwood Lake Dam Repair Project

Administrator Hyde stated that there are maintenance and repairs that need to be 
done at 
the Atwood Lake Dam. Since it is in a wilderness area, they have to go through this 
process of seeking public comments and we just support it, the letter asks that they 
comply with our general use water resource policies making the irrigation water available 
to the irrigators. This is a two (2) year permit and they are hoping that they can get it 
done in one year but in the event they cannot complete it they will have another year 
available to them. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the letter. Commissioner 
Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Declaring June 30th – July 6th, 2014 As “Independent Week” In Duchesne County


Postponed; Deputy Attorney will prepare a resolution, 

Consideration Of Vouchers

Deputy Clerk Auditor Connie Sweat joined the meeting at 10:53 A.M…
The commission reviewed vouchers # 128359 through 128416 dated June 16, 2014 in the amount of four hundred forty six thousand seven hundred thirty one dollars and seventy four cents ($446,731.74).  Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the vouchers as presented. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration of Tax Adjustments- Assessor


Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the tax adjustment from the Assessor’s Office. 
Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the 
motion passed.
Consideration of Tax Adjustments- Treasurer

Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the tax adjustment from the Treasurer’s Office. 
Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the 
motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For Alpha Landscape LLC
Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

Consideration Of A Business License Application For SJ Land and Livestock & Foundation Horse Registry, FQHBA
Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For Titan Energy Services LLC
Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

HR Department Update

Postponed by general consent.
Recorder Carolyn Madsen joined the meeting at 10:59 A.M.
Closed Meeting  

Commissioner Peatross motioned to go into and out of closed session for the purpose of discussing litigation issues at 11:00 A.M. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 

Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 11:10 A.M… 

Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting

No action was necessary.

Entered into recess at 11:10 A.M…

Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 4:23 P.M.

Commission Calendaring

Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held June 2, 2014
Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the minutes as corrected. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Adjourn

Chairman Winterton adjourned the meeting at 4:45 P.M.

Read and approved this 23rd day of June 2014.

	 
	
	 
	

	Ronald Winterton
	
	Diane Freston
	

	Commission Chairman
	
	Clerk/Auditor
	


Minutes of the meeting were prepared by JoAnn Evans__________________________________
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