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South Utah Valley Animal Special Service District
Board Meeting Minutes Tuesday January 16, 2024
South Utah Valley Animal Shelter Conference Room
582 W 3000 N Spanish Fork UT 84660
Board Member Attendance
Lt. Laursen     		Kayson Shepherd		@RandiLyn Warner*
Chief Lance Haight 	Chief John Jackson		@Dr Bott
Chief Brad James		Chief Brad Bishop 		@Legal-not filled	
Dep. Shawn Carter*	 Kevin Oyler            	            Kari  Malkovich
(*Absent / @ At large)
Todd Sullivan from HBME was on the phone for the financial evaluation.
Joel Peterson was here as a member of the public. Council member Kari Malkovich had to leave the meeting at 11:45 AM. 
The meeting was called to order at 10:34 AM by Chairman Bishop.
1. Approval of the meeting minutes from the Board Meeting held on November 7, 2023. Motion to approve the minutes from the Board Meeting held on November 7, 2023. 1st Chief Haight, 2nd Dr Bott. Motion approved.
2. Annual Audit Report. A summary of the report was given by Todd Sullivan from HBME. He had a few recommendations such as outsourcing accounting to help with the audit with possibly a quarterly audit with someone who understands special service districts and Pelorus. Director Kierstan Munford will look into this and also the cost. He also gave a clean opinion with only those recommendations. 
3. Financial Report. Executive Director Kierstan Munford said that owner release fee’s have been downgraded on the budget. She can’t see anywhere in the near future that owner released pets would have room to be brought into the shelter as there is no kennel space. The biggest increase in the Budget is staff compensation. It was also discussed if the shelter could be open later or open on Saturdays to help the public have access to adoptions and claiming a pet. Kierstan will look at numbers to see if something would work.
4. TNR Discussion lead by Chief Jackson. This was a long discussion with many questions, ideas and opinions. There has been no actual proposal presented by Best Friends (BF) to the shelter or any city councils yet. They have had meetings with Dr. Bott, the SUVAS Shelter Director and a few cities but no proposal was presented. (With no proposal presented, no one has come out in support of this.) It came down to a few talking points. Dr. Bott weighed in with several talking points. The disease risk/spread by cats has been underestimated by organizations pushing for this. (Such as Toxoplasmosis which can cause miscarriage in humans, Rabies, Herpes and other diseases.) It is a public health issue and also affects livestock (can cause them to miscarry) and he believes the wildlife decimation has been underestimated. He is concerned that it hasn’t been proved that TNR is lowering the population of feral cats. He would like to see real data about this. (If an ear tipped cat is caught, they are released and are not counted.) This shows a reduction in the cats brought to a shelter (making the shelter numbers look good) but the problem is then being put back into the community. Chief Jackson also asked about the legality of returning an animal to the community when they are deemed an invasive species. Dr Bott would like to see real data about TNR. He is also very concerned about the public health aspect. He would like to see a public education component with vaccinations for all TNR cats, pain control for spayed cats and it must show a reduction in the cat population. Would the shelter be responsible for holding the animals while they recover? If so, the kennels needed and health management could be overwhelming. Would the expense, personnel, holding and transporting of these animals fall back on the cities and shelter after the pilot program? Santaquin tried a pilot program several years ago but it fell apart as Best Friends couldn’t keep the staff or volunteers needed to keep it going. Calls to the organization went unanswered and eventually Santaquin dropped the program. Is it responsible to place a cat back where it was a nuisance? (PETA doesn’t endorse the TNR program) If a problem cat is returned to where it came from, how does that fix the problem? Chief Jackson suggested that a meeting be planned as an open Forum with BF and include city council members, ACO’s and shelter Board Members and staff to discuss at once instead of several meetings. Dr. Bott has offered to speak to city councils if this is on their agenda.   Councilman Kevin Oyler has suggested a PSA be filmed about this.
5. Shelter Report by Director Kierstan Munford. The shelter numbers have continued to be overwhelming with full kennels. Utah County has notified SUVAS that they will no longer provide fueling services as of July 1, 2024. Kierstan has set up an account with another business now. Kierstan also asked if there is a way to put some teeth into getting fee’s collected from people who have abandoned their pets at the shelter. A member of the public (Joel Petersen) has paid for microchips for anyone who redeems their dog and wants one. Last month there were 35 chips that were given out to owners redeeming their dog. If animals can be returned to owner in the field before coming into the shelter it will help alleviate the lack of kennel space in the shelter. It’s also good for public relations if the pet can be returned home instead of being impounded when possible. Changes to the fee schedule will be addressed at the next meeting. (Specifically adding $10 fee to redemptions to cover free microchips) 
6. To set a date, time and location for a closed meeting to discuss the character, professional competence or physical or mental health of an individual. No business. 
The next Board Meeting will be March 12 at 10:30 AM at SUVAS.
Motion to adjourn. 1st Chief Jackson, 2nd Councilman Kevin Oyler. Motion passed. 
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