
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING AND REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD MAY 19, 2014 BEGINNING AT 9:15 A.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM #1, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Commission Chairman Ronald Winterton; Commissioner Kent R. Peatross, Public Works Director Glen Murphy, Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred, County/Community Planning Administrator Mike Hyde, Fruitland Residents Mike Wilkerson, Judy Wilkerson, Kyle Wilkerson, Florrie England, Dan England, Leon Sweat, Linda Sweat, Eddy Roberts, Mike Young, Grant Bangerter, Bonner Hardegree, Barbara Warner, Jim Cutler and Ray Warner,  and BobbiJo Casper taking minutes of the meeting.
Absent


Commissioner Kirk J. Wood.

Consideration Of Property In Fruitland
Mr. Sweat stated that they are here to discuss the impact that the Ranchos Subdivision located at 46000 W 6000 S in Fruitland is having on them. They are without power, sewer, and water, which concerns him because he owns property on both sides of the subdivision and it’s a fire hazard. People were living in tents and he is worried about the sanitation. We have had good community developers because they all have utilities and are bettering the community which is a benefit. We aren’t against development, but we feel this is a loop hole; we would like to help fix it. This is close to a lot of the better developments and we like the subdivisions. We are here to discuss the possibility of continuing to go agriculture to agriculture, so we farmers can subdivide to our children without having to go through the entire subdivision process, but this is a subdivision and we are concerned with it going bad As a community, we want better quality and we aren’t against subdivisions, but we want to continue to go with agriculture. We are concerned that this subdivision will become a trailer project. The tax base would go up benefiting the County if we keep it nice and have places around such as Bandana Ranches. Commissioner Peatross stated that this is definitely a rock and a hard spot. At one point before he became a commissioner everything was intended to be recreation and some nice homes were built, but then during his time as a commissioner, it was changed so that you couldn’t subdivide smaller than 40 acres in a dry subdivision unless you had culinary water. The only loop hole was 40 acres without water had to be recreation and couldn’t be built on. We have tried to plug some of the holes that you are talking about to prevent this from happening and he sympathizes with them but doesn’t know how to fix it. Mr. Sweat stated that this is a grey area, but we want to address the problem and keep the intent of the law. Administrator Hyde stated that Utah State Law Section 17-27a-605 #2 allows if property is considered as agriculture land it could be divided for agriculture purposes. Mountain West Ranches as we all know specializes in acquiring land at our tax sale and turn them into recreation developments. Under the State law, they can take the land and divide it into five acre lots, so its problem with the legislature and it would take a legislative fix to get it resolved. He has discussed this with our County Assessor and asked him to investigate these types of lands to make sure they meet the definitions of state law which defines what is truly land and agricultural use and he doesn’t believe that these properties qualify for land and agricultural use. They are not on greenbelt, they are agricultural land unimproved. He is trying to close the loop hole and have our County Assessor take these properties off of agriculture land definition since they don’t meet the definition. This will put the property on secondary land status. He feels by getting these types of lands into secondary lands it will help prevent these types of situations. Tri County Health has been to this property and didn’t find any contamination. If anyone is living on this property, they must have wastewater status. We need your help to make sure that people are complying with the regulations so keep your eyes and ears open. Mr. England stated that there are five, five acre lots that boarder his property. The people who are buying the property are basically renting and aren’t the ones who pay the taxes, so this is a concern to him. Commissioner Peatross stated that the property taxes will be paid, it will not be escaped. Being sold as 5 acre parcels will probably be valued higher.  Chairman Winterton stated that it’s good to have this brought to our attention so we can work together to change the state code. Mr. Bonner stated that he is the manager of Hidden Meadows and is concerned that they don’t have to prove agriculture status according to the county ordinance. This is an impact to other developments and we have a half dozen other developers in the area who are paying a lot of money to have of the utilities brought in.  Mr. Roberts asked how long can someone live in a trailer before it becomes a permanent residence? Administrator Hyde replied by stating they can be next to your home for up to 30 days before they are considered permanent. If someone is building and going through the process, they can live in a trailer up to a year. Mr. Young stated that they are putting shale on the road. Chairman Winterton stated that the road is considered private and won’t be taken over until it’s brought up to county standards. Mr. Young stated that they should be held to the same standards as everyone else. Mr. Mike Wilkerson state that this property boarders his ground. He gave his son property and his son has already spent $25,000 and hasn’t even broken ground. All he is hearing is loop holes and there are guns being fired, it’s a dust hole, and a fire hazard. Commissioner Peatross stated that the reality is that there are property rights. We can’t say how our neighbor’s property ought to look. We can’t enforce the kinds of standards that we would like to have in our community. We have programs to try to get rid of junk cars and junk trailers to help clean it up. Administrator Hyde stated that if they are putting a shed on the property for four-wheelers, there’s not a building permit required, but if they are staying overnight, they do. Chairman Winterton stated that it concerns him that there are shots being fired and feels that the Sheriff’s Office needs to be contacted. 
Public Works Department Update
Director Murphy reported that the Road Department is working on Mortensen Lane in Roosevelt. Chairman Winterton stated that he attended a meeting with Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) who is trying to square all of the roads up and one is Mortensen Lane. UDOT asked us if we want to move the road on the other side of Keith Mortensen’s house, but it would be two (2) years down the road. This would move the road about a block back or a ¼ of a mile. UDOT would need to approach the Mortensen’s for the property. Commissioner Peatross stated that he feels they should pave Mortensen Lane as scheduled. 
Director Murphy also reported that the Roseanne Ellis Road is scheduled to be oiled next week by Nielsen’s Construction. 

Consideration Of A Cooperative Forest Service Road Agreement Between The Duchesne County And USDA, Forest Service Ashley National Forest
Director Murphy stated that he has reviewed this and it looks good to him.
Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the agreement as presented.  Chairman Winterton seconded the motion.  Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 
Closed Meeting – 

Commissioner Peatross moved to go into and out of closed session for the purpose of discussing the purchase, exchange, or sale of real property at 10:44 A.M. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 

-Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 11:13 A.M… 
Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting

No action was necessary.

Closed Meeting – 

Commissioner Peatross moved to go into and out of closed session for the purpose of discussing personnel issues at 11:13 A.M. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. Assistant Casper was excused. 

-Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 11:43 A.M… Assistant Casper re-joined the meeting at 11:43 A.M…
Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting

Commissioner Peatross motioned to authorize the Treasurer’s Office to fill a temporary position due to health issues that have risen. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
HR Department Update

HR Department Director Lisa Henrie joined the meeting at 11:43 A.M…
Director Henrie reported that the seasonal position for the Weed Department has been filled. They are now hiring a temporary position in the Assessor’s Office. They have made an offer to fill the Corrections Officer position and are interviewing for the Records Analyst Position for the Sheriff’s Office. 
Ratification Of The May Tax Sale And Consideration Of Changes To The Rules
Deputy Clerk Auditor Judy Mutton & Chief Deputy Clerk JoAnn Evans joined the meeting at 11:49 A.M…
Deputy Evans requested to have the rules changed so that bidders bid in $100 increments instead of $10. Deputy Mutton stated that the sale went good, there were only a few issues and two properties were pulled. She would like something in the rules so that if bidders owe back taxes, they are disqualified from purchasing property. Deputy Evans stated that one of the properties doesn’t even exist and should be attached to another property. Commissioner Peatross asked Attorney Allred to look into making changes to our Tax Sale Ordinance. If we can’t make the changes requested, this is something that needs to run through the legislature and requested that legal counsel look into this. Commissioner Peatross moved to ratify the May Delinquent Tax Sale. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Draft Letter Regarding The Whiterocks Canyon Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project
County/Community Planning Administrator Mike Hyde joined the meeting at 12:01 P.M…
Administrator Hyde stated that we like to see the Forest Service do these thinning projects and this letter supports them doing this. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the draft letter subject to final Commission review. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Draft Letter Regarding TransWest Express Transmission Project Administrative FEIS Comments
Administrator Hyde stated that this is in the final EIS stage and the BLM preferred alternative would take it to the Argyle area. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the draft letter subject to final Commission review. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 
Consideration Of A Draft Letter Regarding Vantage Energy 2014 Oil & Gas Project
Administrator Hyde stated that Vantage Energy is proposing one well on the Forest Service, west of Sowers Canyon with up to four gas wells coming off of the pad. They will build 510 feet of road. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the draft letter subject to final Commission review. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of An Engineering Contract For An Event Center

Attorney Allred stated that he has reviewed this contract and it looks fine. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the Engineering contract with Architectural Nexus, Inc. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.  

Tax Adjustment – Assessor 

Deputy Clerk Auditor Connie Sweat joined the meeting at 12:15 P.M…
The commission reviewed the attached tax adjustment presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the tax adjustment as recommended by the Assessor’s Office. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

Consideration Of Vouchers

The commission reviewed vouchers # 128185 through 128205 dated May 27, 2014 in the amount of one hundred twenty five thousand four hundred eighty six dollars and fifty three cents ($125,486.53).  The commission also reviewed vouchers # 128206 through 128283 dated June 2, 2014 in the amount of three hundred twenty two thousand ninety three dollars and fourteen cents ($322,093.14).  Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the vouchers as presented. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For H&K Sanitation LLC
Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For Jump-A-Lot LLC
Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For Renegade Welding & Construction Inc.
Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For Wildcat Energy Services LLC
Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Submitting Three Names For The Board Of Trustees Of The Central Utah Water Conservancy District To Governor Herbert
Commissioner Peatross motioned to submit Clyde Watkins, LaVon Giles and possibly a Roosevelt City Council Member to Governor Herbert to be considered for the Central Utah Water Conservancy District. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed..

Commission Calendaring

Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held May 12, 2014

Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the minutes as corrected. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 
Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held May 19, 2014

Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the minutes as corrected. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 

Adjourn

Chairman Winterton adjourned the meeting at 12:49 P.M.
Read and approved this 16th day of June 2014.
	 
	
	 
	

	Ronald Winterton
	
	Diane Freston
	

	Commission Chairman
	
	Clerk/Auditor
	


Minutes of the meeting were prepared by BobbiJo Casper____________________________________  
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