EMERY COUNTY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (COG)
NOTICE OF MEETING
Tuesday, March 7 at 6:00 p.m.
Emery County Courthouse 75 East Main Street, Castle Dale, Utah



AGENDA

IN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Sitterud, Commissioner Jensen, Commissioner Leonard, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Captain Shon Roper, Mayor Leonard Norton, Mayor Preston Wilson, Mayor Jack Funk, Mayor Adele Justice, Mayor James Winn, Mayor Danny VanWagoner, Brandon Hoffman Orangeville City Council. 

1. Introduction of new elected officials.  

2. Approval of the November 2022 COG Meeting Minutes. 

Motion to approve minutes made by Mayor Norton, Second by Mayor Winn. Approved.

3. Discussion regarding county-wide animal control. 

Mayor Winn asked that we discuss this item again and bring the new Commissioners into the loop of conversation. Currently ECSO responds to animal control calls, however there is always an issue of what rules to follow because each city has different expectations and requirements. General consensus of the board is that they would like to see a deputy specifically over animal control, and the entire county and all cities function under one set of rules and regulations regarding animal control. 

Mayor VanWagoner states that Castle Dale City is currently advertising for an animal control/ordinance enforcement officer. This person will help enforce all of Castle Dale’s ordinances, not only animal control. 

All cities will struggle with having the funding or man power to direct their own animal control within the city. In order to succeed we will need to have the cities and counties work together for proper funding and manpower. 

Another problem that everyone is facing is the local shelter that is responsible for animal control is that the kennels at Emery Animal Health are always full and they often turn away animals.

Maegan will request animal control ordinances from each city be emailed to her as we continue to work through animal control throughout the County. Sheriff and Captain Roper explained the importance of having an animal control officer staffed and trained that can respond along with ECSO deputies to these types of calls. ECSO is not currently equipped to handle animal control, catch or transport dogs, etc. however they do respond when called and handle it to the best of their abilities. 

We will continue to gather information and work on a solution and revisit this in additional meetings. 

4. Discussion regarding EMS Services. 

Commissioner Jensen states that we are working through some EMS compliance issues. Commissioner Jensen would like to see EMS function as a Special Service District. He would like the EMS Special Service District Board to be made up of the Mayors from each town along with the Commission to some extent. The Mayors could also pick representatives from their council to be on the board, but he feels it is important to have mayoral representation.

Functioning as a district gives the board governing power over itself and also removes the hourly requirements that Emery County is held to in order for EMS to be in compliance with the State.  Mayor Norton and Mayor Wilson both stated the need for EMTs to remain involved in the board to some extent. Commissioner Leonard stated that in order to function as a successful Service District we would need to hire a Director. 

This topic will be re-visited in later meetings as we work towards a solution. 

5. Mayors Round Table.

Mayor Vanwagner states that he is speaking for several mayors, not just himself, in stating that they are concerned about the push for less or no tourism on this side of Emery County. There are many businesses on this side of the County that are also dependent on and welcome to tourism.

Commissioner Sitterud states that he wants to see the businesses be as busy as they want to be, however he does not want to see our locals be squeezed out of our mountains, desserts, etc. Mayor Norton states no matter what we do the people are coming to our area. We need to manage them appropriately and capitalize on it without losing what we already have. Mayor Justice is very welcome to tourism and appreciates seeing tourists on our deserts and supporting our businesses. 

Concern was stated that we need more infrastructure to entice the families to come in because so many come to our desert but seek lodging and food in Carbon County and not Emery County businesses. Concern was also stated that in order to grow and keep our kids and grandchildren here we need industry, but we cannot bring industry until we can provide a substantial workforce. 

Commissioner Jensen stated that he would prefer to advertise the Swell itself less, but promote our events like Millsite on Ice, Green River Rocks, etc and bring people to those events and our local businesses, not just get them to come to the desert and leave.  

6. Adjourn. 
