 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, January 10th, 2023
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia (absent)
Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston 
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner 

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 1:11p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting Cole Weston made a motion to approve the minutes, Judy Stuart seconding and unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $16,086.63 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were: $170.00($100 pivot tract filler- Candy Cornia and $70.00 reimbursement for soil test. and for $7.25 interest on 12/27. The checks that were processed were: R Bakery for $42.00 (cookies) #284 and RCCOA for $35.00 (senior center rental) #283.

The checks that have not cleared are Woodruff Stock Association (Woodruff pastures) $250.00 #263, Woodruff Stock Association (USFS Woodruff Allotment) $250.00 #264, Eight Bar Ranches, LLC $250.00 #265, and Ron Teichert $250.00 #270. 

The bills that are outstanding are: 2024 District dues ($500 UACD annual dues, $125 Voluntary Education donation and $800 Envirothon) and UACD wages for $670.51 (conservation planner wages).

A discussion was started regarding the outstanding bill for district dues. On the district dues there are three different categories: UACD Annual dues, voluntary education donation and Envirothon. Envirothon used to automatically be taken out of the $11,000 from the state leaving the district $10,000. Jace said it is up to the district but so far, all the other districts have paid Envirothon. Taylor gave a suggestion of sponsoring a student to go to range camp instead. Candy said that we have done that in the past and she is all for being supportive of what will help kids. Cole asked if there were any kids that would like to go. Candy said that Jayme and Reganne can promote the Range Camp at the school. Taylor suggested Drake Weston as a student they should approach. They decided to pay the annual dues of $500.00. After contacting Kristy Davis about the voluntary ag donation, she explained it is for ag in the classroom. Reganne said Ag extension does this, so the supervisors decided to pay for the voluntary education donation. 
Judy Stuart made a motion to pay the outstanding bills Cole Weston seconding, unanimously approved. The checks will be made out after the meeting. 
AGENDA ITEM

Justin Elsner- NRCS Report- (Jessica Anderson)
Currently they are working on ranking applications. They are also working on the feedback regarding strategic fund pools from the local work groups. In Rich County they are going to extend the flood irrigation, putting in for irrigation improvements, and high tunnels for 2025.
AGENDA ITEM

Jace Farnsworth- Resource Coordinator Business
Jace started with follow up information from the Local Work Group meeting, he talked to DWDR about removing ravens, it will be about 4-5 months to see if they can, they have been poisoned in the past. Fish and Game is not able to do anything.
There are three superiors at the end of their period, Candy Cornia, Yale Johnson, and Judy Stuart. We need to see if they would like to continue or have someone else involved. This needs to be decided and turned in by Feb 20th and there needs to be three names. The biggest thing is who wants to stay and who would like to be replaced. Candy and Judy both said they will stay so we just need to touch base with Yale. Jeanne is going to check in with Yale and let Candy know of his response.
The Conservation fair is on February 2nd  from 3:00pm to 8:00pm with dinner at 5:00pm. The district needs to set up a time for the cattlemen fair. There was a suggestion for the last week of February and first week of March. Cole said that the end of February would be the best time for most producers. Taylor asked about the conservation fair and what it entails. Jace explained we can put a few tables around the outside and show what is available. Jace just needs to know the time and date so it can get on John Hardman’s schedule for CSP training. They will reimburse the $800.00. Jace said for their conservation fair over there, he is just going to do a general overview to tell people what is going on and they will have it by mid-February. Taylor asked about the sponsoring and Jace replied that several do their own. Taylor said that he would like to just have one day. Taylor suggested that the district can honor a Producer of the year at this time. He further explained that John spoke at the beginning to talk about the CSP program and then dinner would follow with a program from the cattlemen after that. Jace said the sponsorships can be there with a booth and not do a presentation. Jace followed, wondering if any sponsors will travel that far. The supervisors advised Jace to offer sponsors to attend that would like to. Candy reminded everyone that the senior center is not very large. Taylor is looking at the week of the 26th if the date is possible and Cole suggested the 26th of February. Jace will see if John Hartman is open on the 26th and Jessica is going to contact Bill Cox regarding cooking. Joelle said that the senior center should be available though the kitchen is not available unless Bill Cox cooks. The time presented is 5:00pm for John Hartman and 6:00pm to eat.

Water Op is open until January 31st. Anyone that wants to is encouraged to come into the office, Jayme can help along with Nick Coffee. 

Zone meeting is coming up and an email will be sent out for hotel reservations. The conference will be at the Kaysville USU facility March 7th combining Zone 1 and 2. The time has not been set yet. In a week or so Jace should know more details. 

Water Users is on March 19th and 20th. Those that would like to attend need to get registered. Sara can cover if anyone would like to go. 

AGENDA ITEM
Nick Reithal- Watershed Coordinator
Following up from the Local Work group he started discussing putting water troughs along the canal. Nick explained instead of a SFP they are thinking of approaching this project through Nonpoint Source. Jace has investigated Bull Toughs with a tire around it. All the studies they have done show it can be -40 for 24 hours and just a couple of inches will freeze over but it is easily broken. Jace said they will need a couple of producers to use the troughs as a test to showcase the idea. Nick agreed that this will be a great way to see if it is possible, he is thinking of putting in for $10,000 for this initial test. With the Nonpoint source grant the money will be available in August of this year. The trough is around $900 for the unit so possibly they could put in around six of them. They would ask the producers to come to the district meeting to share their experiences. It is a worthwhile experiment. They will need to find out how deep the frost line is. Cole asked how many animals each trough can water and volunteered to help with the test. Jace was wondering if you could put them on each side of the fence so multiple producers could use them. Jessica said that Mille Bradshaw put hers 8 feet deep. Tayor said that they have done some like this, but they have used culverts. Jace and Nick said that they are open to other systems and suggestions. Cole asked if these troughs would need to have a shallow well and power? Jace was not sure about power and will investigate it further. Jace said they can request $10,000 and use other options. Taylor said that the expense sometimes comes from the track hoe and instillation. He went on to explain that we might need a value below the surface. Reganne said that her dad has one with a solar panel that circulates. Jace said they were hoping for two this year to use existing water sources. Jace said that they were hoping to do it along the canal. Non-Point source can pay 90% and 10% can be in kind with the producer installing it.  Cole said that there would be a lot of interest. Nick said that it would be nice if you could try a couple of different models. Taylor said that a tire trough is budgeted at $3,000 to install. He suggested the installation will be around $2,000 for each trough. Nick Reithel said it is a good experiment to test it out. Cole asked about the shallow wells, if we don’t have water in the canals will the water level drop. Candy and Cole are both interested in putting in the test troughs. Taylor suggested for the trial they can use Cole’s property and let the state put their money forth. 

Nick said if you have any other sources that need a water quality benefit or ideas let him know for the nonpoint source grant. There are a lot of projects that fit into it. The deadline is March 1st.
Jace said that he is the contact for the next few weeks. 

ISM- Jace said that we can get money for outreach through them, possibly $500 as long as weeds are mentioned along the way. 
AGENDA ITEM

Tayor Payne- GIP Report

Taylor said they have lots of applications across northern Utah. There are quite a few out of Rich County. In the future, he is going to try and start budgeting these. He is asking if the district will have any funds available. Taylor said that if there was an idea or an intention, he can split it between people.  Candy said this year they are open. Taylor suggested a range tour with the district and provide a nice lunch. That wouldn’t require a lot of money. Taylor said that he was on Chad Edgeton’s ground, and he stated that it was fun to see something new. He was throwing that idea out as a project to get reimbursed with. The last one they could think of was on Brown’s. Candy said we can put money towards GIP projects.  

Taylor said one project that is happening is they are looking to put a video together to tell the story about the Three Creeks Project. There is money to put a nice video together, next month they are taking Dale Lamborn to present at a national meeting. 

In the past they have done grazing working groups. He said that back when the Bundy issues happened. There was a lot of effort to have grazing group meetings. They were asked if one of these meetings needs to take place in Rich County. Taylor directing this question to producers if they need this meeting. Taylor said there are concerns about what is going on in the Co-op. There are different land management and plans for that property. There are plans to get rid of cattle grazing and just use it for wildlife. The Rich County CRM had a meeting but only wanted to talk about wildlife. He expressed that grazing gets the bad rap no matter what. Reganne said the producers are welcome to go to the Sierra meetings and can then ask pressing questions. Usually it is just the BLM, forest, services etc… Reganne further expressed that producers need a presence at the meetings. Candy asked if the BLM problem is spreading. Taylor said that in Northern Utah he does not see issues. Cole said that he thinks the monitoring that has been done of late has helped. Taylor said that a DWDR man retired and now there is a different mindset. Candy asked how the Cattle co. is starting to feel about it. Cole said that the cattle company does lots of monitoring. Taylor said it does not need to be a big meeting, but CRM needs support. Candy said that producers are not on Facebook, so they are not always informed. Reganne said they put up flyers and send texts. Reganne said that there is another meeting soon and she will keep the supervisors in the loop.

AGENDA ITEM

Reganne Briggs- USU Extension
Her office has gone through some changes. 

On February 14th they are putting on a cattle forage school Jace is going to present on fundings that are available it is from 10:00am to 4:00pm and lunch will be provided

Wyoming Ag Days is on Jan 31st, and it will be at the round house. Lunch will be provided for this activity. 

She is finishing up some research regarding Multi- Min and conception rates.
Along with research in round valley on sprinkler pipes vs. flood irrigation. 

Utah State has a water quality grant that producers can use for funding for the troughs, it is up to $10,000.

AGENDA ITEM

Jayme Koefoed- Conservation Planner

She has been helping with water op applications. She has had several from Rich County applying and excited.
NRCS- Jessica and her have divvied up the applications and she is managing more this year. Jessia is going to help her with assessing and ranking.

SFP- She has met with Justin, and they have put some together for the next year. 

She will be attending the soil health conference and hopefully will come back with some good information. 

AGENDA ITEM

Janalynn Negus- Partner Program Assistant

Janalynn introduced herself and explained that she is a new hire for the program partner assistant. 
DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
They brought up a discussion on who the producer of the year should be. Candy suggested Brady Thornock and Yale Johnson. Taylor said that we are looking at conservation mined projects which are being implemented. Taylor said that Brady has done several things: no till, cover crops, etc. Yale has also really improved his property. Candy asked the other supervisors for suggestions. Jessica said that Dan Peart has done quite a few projects. Judy suggested Lanny Putman. Taylor suggested an idea, he came across a sign for range excellence. He wanted to see if the district would like to give a sign to the awardee. Candy explained that they have made pins, and jackets in the past. Taylor said the printing company- WestStar can get things made up quickly. They can make a metal or plastic sign. Candy said they need to get back to recognizing a producer each year. It was decided that Yale Johnson should get the award. 

Rich Conservation District Producer of the Year 2023- Jayme will get the sign made up. Judy made a motion and Cole seconded, unanimously approving to pay for the sign for the producer of the year. We can write a check when the sign is made.  

Next meeting will be on February 14th at 1:00pm. 
Filled out SERA forms.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Judy Stuart moved to adjourn the meeting and Cole Weston seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:41pm.
.
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