


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING
January 10, 2024
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Dallin, R Holmgren, Ritter, J Holmgren, Anderson, Mecham (new), Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Gavin Holmgren, Griffin Holmgren, Fred Hayes, Curtis Armstrong, Andrea Stacy, Isabelle Stacey, Nora Ritter, Kit Braegger, Sue Rees, Robyn Braegger, Emma Rees, Andrew Knight, Cooper Forsgren, Rachel Rees, Cindy Saunders, Olivia Saunders, Rachel Delaney, Robert Delaney, Jennifer Delaney, Felicity Hardy, Isaiah Hardy, Emily Hardy, Ethan Julander, Ethan Shakespear, Eric Shakespear, Avery Braegger, Jaydon Connelly, Morghan Smith, Dallis Smith, Travis Smith, Mary Alice Smith, Mayle Shakespear, Chris McCullough.

ABSENT: None

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Anderson 

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance – Council Member J Holmgren

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  March 13, 2024

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from November 8, 2023 and November 30, 2023 (Election Canvass) were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes of November 8, 2023 and November 30, 2023 be approved.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Martinez was not in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Fred Hayes has lost confidence in elections.  The past two years he has been studying up on and distributing information about elections.  Fred asked if he could attend monthly meetings as often as he can and update the Mayor and Council on the information he has learned.  He talked about voting and the right to vote.  Mayor Armstrong stated he is always welcome to come and speak in the public comment section.

Chris McCullough wanted to introduce himself to the Mayor and Council Members.  He is building a house in the Grand Haven Village Subdivision.  He is excited to live here.  Everyone seems so nice.  He wanted to let the council know that the office workers were great help to him while applying for a building permit. 

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS:  Kyler Mecham, Brian Anderson and Jared Holmgren were sworn in to the position of City Council Member by Town Clerk Holmgren.

SWEARING IN OF YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Youth Council Members were sworn in by Mayor Armstrong.

BREAK – RECEPTION FOR OUTGOING COUNCIL MEMBER:  Reception for Council Member Ritter.

VALORIE CLAWSON PRESENTATION FOR PLANNING & ZONING POSITION:  Council Member Anderson invited Valorie Clawson to attend our meeting (zoom call) to talk about filling the Zoning Admin position temporarily until the County can do it.  Valorie explained what her company could do for Bear River City Valorie could help us with keeping our ordinances and codes current with the legislation that is passed each year and to make sure the planning commission is run correctly and efficiently.  Gil Miller will be stepping down as Planning Commission Chairperson.  Gil has been a huge asset to the City.  He attends the legislature for the information and also works with the Leagues of Cities and Towns to stand up for and help small towns like Bear River City.  Valorie could not be a member of the planning commission, but she could be a consultant. It was decided that her business does not provide the service we would need for a Zoning Admin position.  She gave a suggestion of someone to contact that could do this job for us.  Council Member Anderson would like to table this for now.  Clerk Andreasen suggested talking to Gil and finding out for sure what his plan is.  Mayor Armstrong stated when she talked to him, he gave her some options and also stated that his firm could do it for a fee.  She asked him to write up and bid that could be presented to the council.  He said he would do that.  Council Member Anderson will follow up with Gil and Valorie.  

GROVER ANNEXATION:  This will be tabled until next month.

PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER VACANCY/POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT:  Mayor Armstrong would like to present to the council to appoint Danielle Taylor to the vacancy of a planning commission member.  Council Member Dallin approved the appointment of Daniell Taylor for the vacancy of the planning commission member.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

ADOPT ORDINANCE 2024-01-01 SETTING TIME AND DATE OF REGULAR MEETINGS FOR 2024:  Mayor and Council Members agreed to keep the date and time the same as previous year.  Council Member R Holmgren approved the adoption of Ordinance 2024-01-01 Setting Time and Date of Regular Meetings for 2024.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

RESERVE DATES FOR CITY EVENTS FOR CIVIC CENTER AND PARK BEFORE DATES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  The following dates are reserved for the 2024 Civic Center and Park:

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS – 2nd WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS – 3RD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
DAUGHTERS OF THE UTAH PIONEERS – 2ND MONDAY OF THE MONTH
BINGO NIGHT – JAN 27TH
VALENTINES DANCE – FEB 9th
YOUTH COUNCIL VALENTINES DANCE – FEB 17th
EASTER DANCE – MAR 29th
EASTER HUNT – MAR 30th
COMMUNITY CLEAN UP – To be announced.
MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM – MAY 27TH
RODEO QUEEN CONTEST – JULY 6TH 
JULY 24th -   IS A WEDNESDAY THIS YEAR
DANCE AND TREE LIGHTING – DEC 6TH
SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS DINNER – DEC 11

CAMERA ADDITION TO THE PARK:  Council Member Dallin will need to review the proposal, sign and talk to AIS.  

REVIEW CITY FEE SCHEDULE (POSSIBLE CHANGES AND/OR ADOPTION):  The following fees were added:  Monthly late fee for a business license renewal is $10, disinterment for a cremation is $900.00.  The following fees were changed:  Non resident Civic Center rent is $250 plus $50 refundable cleaning fee, Civic Center non resident hourly rate $100 per hour plus $50 refundable cleaning fee.  Mistakes that need to be fixed:  Annual Service for Garbage and Street Lighting $205 ($175 garbage (savings of $5), $30 street lighting, Annual Extra Garbage Can $96.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adopt and approve the changes to the 2024 Fee Schedule.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW COMPENSATION SCHEDULE (POSSIBLE CHANGES AND/OR ADOPTION): Tabled until March.

REVIEW DEPARTMENT ASSIGNMENTS WITH ADVICE & CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL: Tabled until March.

REVIEW AND SIGN ELECTED OFFICIAL’S FRAUD RISK ASSESSMENT STATEMENTS:  Tabled until March.

SPENCER JULANDER – ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ABOUT RENEWING LEASE OF PROPERTY:  Tabled until March.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, Mecham, R Holmgren and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  None

DEPARTMENTS:  Grand Haven Subdivision – The subdivision needs to be surveyed so we know where the utilities are.  They are not where we were told.  This should not be a cost to the city.  The subdivision has not been finalized.  There are a few items that need to be completed.

Irrigation – Council Member R Holmgren has been trying to work with the Canal Co.  They keep telling him what our attorney says and Council Member R Holmgren cannot get in contact with our attorney.  He has left multiple messages.  Clerk Andreasen will call the attorney and have him contact Council Member R Holmgren.  There is a question if there is a conflict of interest.  In the past Jay mentioned he was not a water attorney.  Council Member R Holmgren would like to actually talk to Jay before he decides to do anything.  

Council Member R Holmgren needs to start working on getting the main ditch ready to be fixed.  He would like to have Chad come in and start trimming trees back.  Clerk Holmgren stated that there is still ARPA money around $66,000 that have been dedicated for this.  Clerk Holmgren also stated we need pictures of the ditch to show the problems.

Sewer – Council Member J Holmgren stated the Rural Water Assoc of Utah Conference is the last week of February if anyone is interested in going.  

Park – Ice Skating Rink will be open this weekend.  

Playground – They have been applying for grants to use to fund the playground.  We have already received some donations.  All proceeds from the Ice-Skating Rink will be used for the playground.

Fire Station – Garage doors are not working properly.  It is confusing who pays for what.  Council decided to have them get it fixed and send the bill to the City and we will work it out.  There was also a question as to who should do the snow removal.  The City will take care of the snow removal.  

Snow Removal – Clerk Holmgren stated that we need someone that it is their job to clear snow from the Civic Center and Fire Station.  It was decided to offer this job to Tyler.  If it is too much, we will find someone else.

Civic Center and Park Mowing and Maintenance – Council Member Anderson is concerned that we have overloaded Tyler with jobs.  A few times the he forgets or doesn’t remember the Civic Center needs to be mowed.  He would like to think about maybe hiring someone else for the Civic Center.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:59 pm. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved February 14, 2024.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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