
Newton Planning Commission Meeting
January 11th, 2024, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall, 51 South Center, Newton UT
Minutes
Agenda
1. Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Opening Ceremony Cass Bleazard
3. [bookmark: _Hlk117076930][bookmark: _Hlk142055869]Approval of December 2023, minutes
4. Renewal of Conditional Use Permit for James and Amy Newmyer for temporary dwelling
5. Draft Animal Code Review
6. Adjourn

1. Roll Call Martin Empey, Cass Bleazard, Holly Call, Brett Peterson, Jadd Shelton, Tasma Taylor

2. Opening Ceremony – by Cass Bleazard

3. Minutes for December 2023, approved. 

4.  Renewal of Conditional Use Permit for James and Amy Newmyer for temporary dwelling- Jadd Shelton motioned to renew the conditional use permit for James and Amy Newmyer, Holly Call seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous-Martin Empey, Jadd Shelton, Holly Call, and Cass Bleazard. 

5.  Draft Animal Code Review- Martin started by saying he has had a lot of thoughts and ideas about the animal code this past month and feels it is very important to the Town.  Martin feels we need to move very carefully in how they change the nature of Newton.  Martin visited with people who have animals here and he feels that we are going to need to produce food here in the future.  Jadd stated that he talked with Bruce Erickson who said this has been a highly charged issue in the past.  Bruce told Jadd there is no enforcement possible from the county if there is no animal ordinance in Newton.  Bruce’s in-depth studies read that in order to support “x” number of animals is fairly accurate.  Bruce suggested to send out a survey to the Town to ask how many are interested in having an animal ordinance, then hold a public hearing.  Cass asked which numbers are the ones that Bruce researched in the copies of the code the commission has.  Jadd wasn’t sure.  Martin said we need to find out which numbers are correct from Bruce.  Martin then suggested that they footnote data from Utah State so it can be cited in the numbers.  Brett said to make sure the data is appropriate for housing, not pasturing, an animal.  Martin suggested the possibility of differentiating between residential vs. agricultural.  Brett stated most of the town of Newton is subdivided out so it could be very difficult to do.  Brett talked about those who are keeping animals who are using them for sustenance-maybe the Commission could provide conditional use permits to maintain ability.  Brett stated some of this could be appropriate to include in the Land Use Code as well.  Jadd is assigned to find the actual numbers for animal numbers from Utah State.  The Commission suggested to include a statement to “refer to nuisance section.”  Jadd asked who will define mitigation?  Brett referred to Chapter 4 Section 2 of the Code Book where it states what will happen for enforcement of nuisance.  Brett states that we could put verbiage in the Animal Code-a sort of bridging statement to follow procedure for compliance in the Town’s nuisance ordinance.  The Planning Commission is in favor of having a public hearing for the Animal Ordinance in a Town Council meeting.  Brett states that the Town Council will have a public hearing and then Town Council will either adopt, reject, or go back to work with the Animal Code.  A motion is not necessarily needed in that meeting.  Planning Commission will pass the animal code along to the Town Council once they have the numbers put in from Utah State.  Brett would like to have some discussion with the Town Council at the next meeting.  Holly will send the working document to Brett.  When Jadd gets the link for the numbers of animals/acreage he will share it with the Commission.  Holly said she will find the numbers based off of Bruce’s original research.  Jadd was assigned to get the location for the numbers in the next week, or two.  The Commission would like Town Council to discuss current zoning of agricultural zones and give a little more direction to the Commission if needed.  Cass suggested to put a number on each agricultural plot to discuss each piece.  Brett clarified that the Town Council wants to decide what areas are to be used for.  The Commission just needs to give recommendations.  Holly will take the zoning map and identify areas.  The commission will drive by areas on the map to get better visual information.  
7. Adjourn 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:27

Minutes prepared by: _________________________________	________________
Tasma Taylor, Assistant Newton Town Clerk	   Approval Date 
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