Newton Planning Commission Meeting
November 9th, 2023, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall, 51 South Center, Newton UT
Minutes
Agenda
1. Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Opening Ceremony Martin Empey
3. [bookmark: _Hlk117076930]Approval of September 2023, minutes
4. Welcome new Planning Commission members: Holly Call & Jadd Shelton
5. Election of new Chairperson
6. [bookmark: _Hlk142055869]Assign someone to approve setbacks for building permits
7. Draft Animal Code Review
8. Adjourn

1. Roll Call 
Members present: Justin Cooley, Martin Empey, Jadd Shelton, Holly Call, Cass Bleazard, electronic attendance by Brett Peterson.

2. Opening Ceremony – by Martin Empey

3. Minutes for September 2023 approved.

4. Welcome new Planning Commission members: Holly Call and Jadd Shelton
Martin welcomed new members.

5. Election of new Chairperson
Martin described what this position entails-Chair sits in position for at least one year and conducts meetings.  Official ballots were provided to vote.  Justin Cooley was elected to serve as the new chairperson and began acting as new chairperson.

6. Assign someone to approve setbacks for building permits 
Karla explained the “city inspect” software to give information for what this position entails.  She explained how the approval process works.  Martin said he is willing to be a back up person for approvals of building permits.  Karla referenced code that is pertinent to setbacks.  Cass Bleazard volunteered to do the approval of setbacks.  Tasma will send link to Cass to give access to city inspect.

7. Draft Animal Code Review 
Karla stated that version 2 of animal code seems to be the preferred version.  Karla stressed not to look at this as regulating animals but rather protecting animal rights.  This animal code is protecting your ability to have animals as well as protecting against citizens having something such as a mink farm on ½ acre (example).  Bruce Erickson has done original research and put together information about 12 years ago.  Rich Olsen started to compile information for version 2.  Brett spoke that this will ultimately come to Town Council and there will be a Public Hearing and Town Council will ultimately vote on the code.  Town Council would like Planning Commission to put something together to present to Town Council.  Martin re-emphasized this.  Justin pointed out that dogs don’t fall under animal code, it is only for farm animals.  Karla reminded the Commission that they were sent examples of codes from other towns.  Cass suggested to use version 2 as the draft they would use to build on/change/add.  If there is something from version 1 that would be good to add, they may.  Justin suggested to still read through other versions and research for reference.  Justin would like to adopt the system that Hyde Park uses-AEU’s (and use acronyms and definitions).  Commission discussed what the point system entails.  Martin had to leave at this point for personal reasons.  Justin would like to have a working copy to give to Town Council by the beginning of the year (January 2024).  Justin would like everyone to review the drafts.  Jadd suggested to communicate through email until everyone is on Microsoft 365 and then they can have a working draft for all to contribute to and communicate through.  Karla let the commission know that next month they will need to review dog kennels and licensing and discuss it at the December meeting. The Commission needs to communicate with James Newmyer family that they are on their 4th year of conditional use permit for foundation of their home.

9. Adjourn 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Minutes prepared by: _________________________________	________________
Tasma Taylor, Assistant Newton Town Clerk	   Approval Date 
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