
 MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2024, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN DUCHESNE, UTAH
Present –    
Commissioner Irene Hansen, Commissioner Tracy Killian, Commissioner Greg Miles, Deputy Attorney Tyler Allred, Library Director Daniel Mauchley, Public Works Deputy Director Clint Curtis, Public Works Director Mike Casper, Public Works Employee Ken Betts, Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler, Sheriff Travis Tucker, Sheriff’s Office Manager Cynthia Wardle, Treasurer Stephen Potter, Deputy Treasurer Connie Sweat, Clerk-Auditor Chelise Jessen, Deputy Clerk-Auditor Janet Jenkins, Human Resource Director Judy Stevenson, Community Development Assistant Director Mike Gottfredson, Surveyor Jerry Allred, Human Resource Payroll and Benefits Administrator Jamie Park, Library Director Daniel Mauchley, Duchesne County Residents Tracy Ross, and Commission Executive Assistant Melissa Hughes is taking the meeting minutes. 

Opening Comments
(9:00 a.m.)
Chairperson Hansen welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance 
(9:01 a.m.)
	
Public Works Update
(9:02 a.m.)
Public Works Director Mike Casper gave an update on existing projects and upcoming work. He mentioned issues with getting parts for some of their dump trucks because they are now obsolete. The department would like to get on a schedule to replace one dump truck per year. 

Discussion & Consideration to Purchase a Fleet Vehicle for the Road Department
(9:10 a.m.)
Public Works Employee Ken Betts presented quotes for a dump truck from Premier Truck Group and Mountain West Truck Center, Inc. The truck from Premier is a Western Star 49x and can be built to our specifications. The truck from Mountain West Truck Center Inc. is an MP8-505C Mack. It is limited and may not have the options needed for the diverse operations of the Road Department. The parties discuss the need to replace the trucks and the cost of a new one with the required options. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the purchase of the Western Star 49x. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Discussion & Consideration of Forest Patrol Contract Amendment
(9:25 a.m.)
Sheriff’s Office Manager Cynthia Wardle presented the Forest Service Patrol Contract. Sheriff Travis Tucker explained that we have had this agreement with the Forest Service for over 20 years. The County will be reimbursed for patrol activities on U.S. Forest Service roads, campgrounds, developed sites, and dispersed areas, up to $4,500 plus the previous year's carryover of $1,194.86. Unless modified during the annual review, the agreement is effective through September 30, 2025. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the Forest Patrol Contract Amendment as presented and authorize the chair to sign. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Discussion & Consideration of Wildland Fire Vegetation Reduction/Mitigation Bid
(9:31 a.m.)
Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler presented the Wildland Fire Vegetation Reduction/Mitigation Bid. The County has identified high-hazard areas by examining populated areas for ingress and egress routes. The parties discussed the project. Commissioner Miles made a motion to advertise the bid as soon as possible. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Discussion & Consideration of the Correspondence for the Land Management Plan Direction for Old-Growth Forest Conditions Across the National Forest System
(9:42 a.m.)
Community Development Director Mike Hyde presented an eight-page letter to the Director of the Ecosystem Management Coordination for the US Dept of Agriculture, Forest Service. The County has reviewed the Department of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service (“USFS”) Notice of Intent (“NOI”) to prepare an environmental impact statement published in the Federal Register on December 20, 2023. The proposal is to amend management plans for 128 units of the National Forest System to “include consistent direction to conserve and steward existing and recruit future old-growth forest conditions and to monitor their condition across the planning area. The County encourages the responsible and appropriate development/use of natural resources to promote economic development for the benefit of its citizenry and to support the County’s Resource Management Plan (CRMP). 
Managing old-growth forests like a museum: the hands-off approach advocated by many “conservationists” is not the answer. Instead, the County encourages the USFS to focus on active forest management, forest stewardship, and vegetation treatments to produce the desired old-growth forest conditions and achieve the required consistency with the State SRMP and County CRMPs.
The County opposes federal designations for mature and old-growth forests based on specific boundaries rather than forest characteristics. 
The parties discuss the letter and the plan amendments. Commissioner Killian made a motion to approve the letter. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. Commissioner Killian voted aye, Commissioner Miles voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Duchesne County Trails Committee Update
(9:49 a.m.)
Community Development Assistant Director Mike Gottfredson presented a staff report for the Trails Committee. The Committee meets quarterly or as needed. They have met seven times since its inception and have guided and endorsed projects led by County staff or other localities or organizations. The County has secured over $132,000 in grant funds from the State to develop and maintain OHV trails. The county matched this with over $15,000 in cash and over $43,000 in kind. Some of the projects include improving the Yellowstone OHV trail network, mapping three OHV routes on BLM land, creating a new OHV trail connection in Sower’s Canyon, providing heavy equipment training to County staff, hiring an environmental services firm to conduct a cultural assessment of a new trail in Harmston Canyon, procured two side-by-sides, a four-wheeler, an ATV utility trailer, various trail clearing and development equipment, two equipment trailers, radios, first-aid equipment, and GPS equipment. A list of small urban trails, non-urban trails, and UDOT trail projects is included in the staff report. 
One of the Committee's goals is for Duchesne County to become a destination for outdoor recreation. 

Discussion for Teddy’s Playground
(10:06 a.m.)
Community Development Assistant Director Mike Gottfredson presented a mountain bike trail map and parking lot design for Teddy’s Playground. Roosevelt City desires to develop 120 acres of land in the County on Bluebell Road near the Cove Acres subdivision as a mountain bike/disc golf course. The chair of Roosevelt’s Arts, Parks, and Recreation Committee presented to the Trails Committee and asked if the County would support the project by donating rock material for their parking lot. The parties discuss the project. A decision on the donation will be made at the next Commission meeting.

Recess 10:12 a.m. to 10:29 a.m.
Commissioner Miles made a motion to recess. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Auditors Office – Vouchers 
 (10:29 a.m.)
Deputy Clerk-Auditor Janet Jenkins presented the January 22, 2024, vouchers, check numbers 163882 through 164034, for $836,277.28. The parties review the vouchers submitted. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the January 22, 2024 vouchers, as presented. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Assessor’s Office – Tax Adjustments
 (10:34 a.m.)
Treasurer Stephen Potter presented three tax adjustments for the Assessor’s Office. Parcel 1438 – After an onsite inspection, an adjustment was necessary to correct the errors for a credit of $1,137.54. Parcel 4531 – primary exemption was stripped for the wrong residence for a credit of $2,190.94. Parcel 0324 – Changed to primary with application for a credit of $913.23. Commissioner Killian made a motion to accept the tax adjustments for the Assessors Office as presented. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. Commissioner Killian voted aye, Commissioner Miles voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Treasurer’s Office – Tax Adjustments
 (10:37 a.m.)
Deputy Treasurer Connie Sweat presented a tax adjustment for the Treasurer's Office. Parcel 8420 – There is an error in the subdivision; according to the legal description, this is not a parcel for a credit of $93.88. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the tax adjustment for the Treasurer’s Office as presented. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.
 Discussion & Appointment to Open Seats on County Boards
(10:39 a.m.)
Two boards have open seats: the Children’s Justice Center Board of Directors and the Uintah Basin Medical Center Board of Health. 
Commissioner Miles made a motion to appoint Michelle Hull to the CJC’s Board of Directors as the Criminal Defense Attorney. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.
Two exceptional individuals were interviewed for the UBMC Board of Health seat. Commissioner Killian made a motion to appoint Jeffery Prows to the UMBC Board of Health. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. Commissioner Killian voted aye, Commissioner Miles voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

HR Office – Payroll
(10:45 a.m.)
Human Resource Payroll & Benefits Administrator Jamie Park presented the payroll report ending January 06, 2024; 238 employees were paid. Commissioner Miles made a  motion to approve the January 06, 2024 payroll, as presented. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Auditors Office - Surplus
(10:49 a.m.)
Clerk-Auditor Chelise Jessen presented a list of items from the Building & Grounds Department to be listed on the Surplus website. The parties review the items. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the surplus items as presented for the Building & Grounds Department. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Consideration of Minutes for Combined Commission Meeting held January 08, 2024 
(10:52 a.m.)
Parties review the combined Commission meeting minutes held on January 08, 2024. 
Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the minutes for January 08, 2024, as corrected. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Calendaring & Weekly Update on Events
(10:58 a.m.)

Discussion of Possible Subjects for the Next Meeting
(11:04 a.m.)

Discussion & Consideration of County Volunteers
(11:05 a.m.)
Human Resource Director Judy Stevenson presented a list of ten names of people who have applied to be approved volunteers for the county. They have cleared the background check and now need Commission approval. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the volunteer names as presented. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Human Resource Update
(11:10 a.m.)
Human Resource Director Judy Stevenson presented the URS contribution rates. The parties discuss the rates.

Closed Meeting – Strategy Session to Discuss: The Character, Professional Competence, or Physical or Mental Health of an Individual;
(11:15 a.m.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Miles made a motion to go in and out of a closed meeting for a strategy session to discuss: The Character, Professional Competence, or Physical or Mental Health of an Individual. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye,  Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The motion passed.

Back in Session
(12:50 p.m.)
	No action is to be taken.

Adjournment
(12:51 p.m.)
Commissioner Miles made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:51 p.m. Commissioner Killian seconded the motion. Commissioner Miles voted aye, Commissioner Killian voted aye, and Commissioner Hansen voted aye. The forum adjourned.

Read and approved this on the 29th day of January 2024.



	 
	
	 
	

	Irene Hansen
	
	Chelise Jessen
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	Clerk-Auditor
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