










To the Ephraim City Council: 
 
Regarding the inclina�on of the Council to sell the Ephraim Co-op buildings and property, please 
consider the legal agreement between Ephraim City and L and M Enterprises (Orson Lauritzen and Don 
Montgomery). I'll assume you have those documents in your files. 
 
My understanding from my father, Clair (Bud) Erickson (now deceased) is that ownership would revert to 
L and M Enterprises if Ephraim City atempted to sell the property. L and M Enterprises was the company 
that made the payments on the building when the Sanpete Development Corpora�on could not meet 
the financial burden. In order to receive the Community Impact Board funds for the Co-op restora�on 
the City had to be involved and L and M made the dona�on needed to facilitate that transac�on. 
 
These notes are based on my memory and a few documents and ar�cles I've obtained. I was visi�ng my 
father in Ephraim at some point (I don't remember the year) when Ephraim City was previously 
atemp�ng to sell the property. Dad and Elaine Reid presented the legal documents with the clauses 
indica�ng the restric�ons to the City Council. The mater was dropped. 
 
For a look at the tremendous ci�zen effort, care, and money that went into the rescue and restora�on of 
the Co-op I recommend an online search of the J. Willard Marriot Digital Library at the University of 
Utah. Over three hundred pages of photographs, ar�cles, notes, and history are easily available. 
 
Why not honor and value the efforts of the builders and those who later saved it from the demoli�on? 
The Ephraim Co-op is worth preserva�on as a public treasure! 
 
 
Jane Erickson 
1740 Foothill Drive 
Logan, UT 84341 
435-750-5913 
 
 
 
 



Dear Mayor and Councilmen: 

As I have thought about the proposed sale of the Ephraim Co-op to Granary Arts, I have not 
been able to reach a firm conclusion about whether I believe it is the right thing to do or 
not.  

Nevertheless, I wanted to pass on a couple of thoughts, and request that these be 
considered in connection with the public hearing to take place today: 

First, Mayor Scott has commented a few times that if it were to be sold, the City would 
retain a right of first refusal to buy it back if  Granary Arts were to try to sell it in the future. 
The problem with this is that some private party could basically offer more than the City 
could or would raise on short notice, and the right of first refusal would not be of any worth. 

A much better solution would be to grant the deed in the form of a "Fee Simple Defeasible 
Deed," of a type sometimes referred to as a fee simple determinable. This is a deed that 
transfers ownership, but if certain conditions occur, the title automatically reverts back to 
the Grantor. This would provide much greater protection to Ephraim, if the property was 
misused or the purposes changed. 

For instance, the deed could say: 

Ephraim grants to Granary Arts the property, provided that if any one or more of the 
Defeasance Events described below occurs, then the interest of Granary Arts or its 
successors shall immediately be cut off, defeased, and terminated, and fee simple 
absolute title to the property shall immediately and automatically shift back to Ephraim 
City: 

1.    Grantee shall file for bankruptcy, be placed in receivership, or fail to pay its debts when 
due; 

2.    Grantee shall cease to operate as a charitable organization;  

3.    Grantee shall change its use of the Property from that of a public facility [DESCRIBE 
EXPECTED USE IN DETAIL, TO INCLUDE FREE PUBLIC ACCESS]; 

4.    Grantee shall attempt to sell the Property without first obtaining prior consent from 
Ephraim City, by action of its Council after a duly noticed public hearing. 

5.    Grantee shall allow or cause a mortgage, trust deed or lien to be placed upon the 
Property without first obtaining prior consent from Ephraim City, by action of its Council 
after a duly noticed public hearing. 

6.    Grantee shall fail to  maintain the Property in a commercially reasonable manner. 



7.    Grantee shall change the interior or exterior of the buildings in such a way as to 
compromise their historical worth, without first obtaining prior consent from Ephraim City, 
by action of its Council after a duly noticed public hearing. 

This language is just off the top of my head, and would have to be carefully thought 
through; however, this will at least give you an idea of how our City's interest in the proper 
maintenance and use of these facilities could be made more likely to be satisfied. 

Second, I feel the proposed use of the facility by Granary Arts is far and away better than 
what Snow College proposed. Basically, Snow College's proposal turned the buildings into 
offices with a display case--woefully inadequate use of these gems. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Ted Meikle 

 

 

 


