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Utah Marriage Commission Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 
1pm-2pm, Zoom 
 
Commission Members in Attendance: Representative Melissa Ballard (Chair), Sen. John Johnson (Utah State Senate), Dan Evans (Fox 13 News), Tiffiney Christiansen (Leavitt Group), Tamara Fackrell (Rodriquez-Poston & Fackrell), Bruce Hough, Jeremy Boden (UVU associate professor), Mary Catherine Perry, Tessa Stewart, Crystal Painter (SLC Catholic Diocese), Joe Needham (Needham Jewelers), Krista Sorenson (Sorenson Impact Foundation), Rep. Carol S. Moss (UT House of Representatives).
  
Ex-Officio Members: Dr. Brian Higginbotham (USU), Dr. Dave Schramm (USU), Dr. Alan Hawkins (USU)
 
UMC Staff: Phillip Estes, Justin Fague, Alexis Allcott-LeBaron.
 
Not in Attendance: Jill Anderson (CAPSA), Sen. Mike Kennedy (Utah State Senate), Lola Shipp (Utah Board of Education), Tanya Vea (Bonneville Media), Dave Thomas (Thomas Arts), Sen. Todd Weiler (Utah State Senate), Lauren Andrus (SUU Assistant Professor), Bradley Barnett (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Family Services), Chelom Leavitt (BYU professor).  
 
Welcome 						                 Rep. Melissa Ballard (Chair) 
· Welcome  
 
Melissa Ballard opened the meeting and welcomed Commission members. She introduced two new UMC staff members, Alexis Allcott-LeBaron (Program Coordinator) and Justin Fague (Marketing Manager). 

February 9, 2024 Virtual Date Night Event                          Rep. Melissa Ballard (Chair)

Melissa Ballard spoke to the two types of sponsorship the Utah Marriage Commission is seeking to support the upcoming Date Night Event. She encouraged all members of the UMC to consider how you individually can help boost this event through advertising, sponsorships, networking, etc. She opened the floor for other commission members for their suggestions. 
Tiffiney Christiansen commissioned the host to produce an automated email flyer that commissioners could send to their contacts. The host accepted and will be sending that flyer to the commission members in the coming week. 

Melissa asked for clarification on the monetary value of door prizes. Alan shared that the UMC is hoping to produce 10-15 door prizes, if not more, due to the large amount of potential attendees. The commission determined that finding gift certificates would be the best option for door prizes. 

Alan Hawkins asked commission members to focus their time on connecting with companies that would sponsor tickets for their employees to attend the event.

Melissa Ballard asked Brian Higginbotham about potential partnerships and sponsorships in coming events like this. Melissa commissioned members to reach out to 3 individuals, universities, groups, companies, etc. and engage sponsors with marriage celebration events, like this event, in whatever way they are able (sponsors, partnerships, door prizes, etc.) 

Host updates and reports       	      				           Dr. David Schramm
 
· UMC Budget Updates (Brian Higginbotham)
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· UMC Accomplishments
 
David outlined the progress of our TANF contract deliverables. With a webinar 12-month goal of 20 webinars produced with 2000 participants. Currently we have produced 11 webinars and 489 participants. The ePREP online course 12-month goal 250 codes, we have given 517 codes in the last 6 months. The RELATE assessment 12-month goal is to give 750 codes, in the last 6 months we have provided 985 codes. 

David expressed the growth within the Stronger Marriage Connection Podcast, social media and the commissions #healthymarriageis campaign. 

e-Course Development Plan 2024 					      Dr. Alan Hawkins

Alan Hawkins shared about the progress the host has produced around created a vast e-Course online learning library. With 22 e-Courses in progress and a potential of 200+ topics the host hopes to create a vast 15-minute online e-library. We are also working to produce longer e-courses with the Our Relationship (for military couples), Healthy Dating (for young adults), Marriage Prep (for engaged couples), Remarriage Prep (for engaged remarrying couples) and Sexual Mindfulness (for married couples). Alan asked commission members to share potential contacts of content creators that could further contribute to our e-courses. Alan asked commission members if they are interested themselves in producing content they should reach out to Alexis Allcott (alexis.allcott@usu.edu). 

Alan shared the goal the host has of increasing awareness and usage of strongermarriage.org. 

Legislative/Policy Agenda Committee Update                           	      Dr. Alan Hawkins
 
· Gov. Cox’s success sequence initiative

Alan shared that is the goal of the commission to promote Governor Cox’s success sequence initiative within Utah. Alan is in contact with Aimee Winder Newton to seek more understanding of how we can better support this initiative. The commission may be giving funds to provide funds to train educators on this initiative. 

Melissa asked Alan to draft a potential legislative resolution recognizing the work of UMC over the past 25 years. Rep. Carol Spackman-Moss agreed to sponsor the resolution. Alan will get a draft to her and the Commission asap because the General Session starts next Tuesday. 
 
Final remarks                             			  		Rep. Melissa Ballard (Chair) 
 
Representative Melissa Ballard thanked the speakers for their leadership and the committees for theirs as well as their initiative and effort. She rallied commission members to continue with this growth and momentum and to create more in the coming months through sponsorships. The meeting adjourned by watching Gov. Cox’s promotional video of the Utah Marriage Commission and the upcoming Virtual Date Night Event. Watch this video here. 
 
Commission Action Items
 
1. Melissa commissioned members to reach out to 3 individuals, groups, etc. and engage sponsors with marriage celebration events, like this event, in whatever way they are able (sponsors, partnerships, door prizes, etc.)
2. Alan asked commission members to share potential contacts of content creators that could further contribute to our e-courses. Alan asked commission members if they are interested themselves in producing content they should reach out to Alexis Allcott (alexis.allcott@usu.edu).
a. RFP to share
3. In the next meeting, Melissa asked each commission member to report on the sponsorships that they have been able to attain. 
4. Melissa commissioned each member to send a video to @alexis.allcott@usu.edu with your take on what a healthy marriage is. Take a 20-30 second video answering the statement “a healthy marriage to me is...” We will use this video to promote what commission members believe goes into making a healthy marriage. 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
2024 
· Th, May 9, 1:00-2:30
· Sat, Sep 14, (in person, luncheon) 11:30-1:00
· Th, Nov 14, 1:00-2:30
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