LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, December 13th, 2023 7:30pm


TOWN COUNCIL MEETING


Those Present:
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Steven Holman, Council Member
Michael Lovell, Council Member     			Chad McPherson, not present
John Aagard, Council Member	                               Shantel Oppenheimer, Town Clerk/Recorder 
Barbara Aagard, Town Resident			Clark Nielson, Town Resident
Lili Burrows, Treasurer					Eva Nielson, Town Resident
Mont Bradfield, Town Resident				Dan and Ruth Bradfield, Town Residents
Ladd and Margo Holman, Town Residents		Drey Oppenheimer, Town Resident 
Michael Ferrell, Town Resident				Peter Greathouse, Public member

Meeting called to order at 7:31pm.

Bills: The bills were approved and signed.
Minutes: The November minutes were corrected and approved.  Steven motions to approve with Russ corrections, John seconded, all in favor; motion approved
Open Grama Reading: Forgo Grama Reading
Cross-Tie presentation: Opening the meeting with the presentation from the BLM for the cross-tie transmission line. Russ would like to go over how to turn in comments to the BLM. Russ wants to use the alternate route because he doesn’t want it to obstruct the view of the mountains. The Leamington members will go over the presentations and ask questions. Cindy Leadbeader is the field manager for the Fillmore BLM office. Clara Stevens is the BLM project manager for the overall project. Rodger Hansen is with Trans Canyon. Dan Forbs representing Trans Canyon as the land and right of way agent. Alita Brown is here with Stan Tech she is supporting Trans Canyon with their environmental permitting. Peter is with Stan Tech and works on the EIS, he can show us where the houses are from the transmission line. The most helpful comments are as specific as possible. They are leaving a questionnaire. There is a QR code that you can get all the documents to print off and send in. If you call the hotline it is recorded. Russ said that in last week’s chronical there was info for contacting the BLM in there. EPA says the comment period goes until January 2nd. 
Michael Lovell has questions about the map and Clara explained the routes and color code to him. 
The red line is the proposed route it is just the starting point of the process then when the BLM gets this, they have scoping meetings and develop different routes from the concerns of the public. Leamington town people came to the meetings and had questions about the impacts that it the transmission line will go so this alternative was developed from concerns of the public. The line will on the north side of the Sevier River. There is a visual analysis that is in the EIS now. The proposed powerlines will be about 140-160 feet tall. The line starts near Mona Clover Substation and ends near Roberston Summit Substation in Ely Nevada. Trans canyon is a private developer with transmission line. Pacific Corporation and Nevada energy would be primary customers that would want the power. A lot of the power that would move through this line would connect wind energy in Wyoming and solar energy in the southwest. Also, hydro energy up in the Pacific Northwest and this line would allow flow into Nevada and into Utah. This line would allow them to move the energy cheaper. They have not sold any capacity contracts on the line yet. Trans canyon must clear many requirements and regulations for this line to happen.
Ruth Bradfield asked if this is a spec project.
Dan Bradfield asked what happens if the private landowners don’t want the line to go on their land and Michael Ferrell said it goes through emminent domain. Another reason Michael Ferrell doesn’t want this line to go through his property is because his private land has Indian artifacts that they don’t want taken. There are artifacts all through this canyon.
Mont asked which one of the routes have the most private ground. The answer is the proposed route. The alternate route has no private property. All of this is considered in the planning process. 
Peter Greathouse asked if there is already a line that is going through the alternate route following the energy corridor. Clara said there is already a transmission line that has been grandfathered in that is for an entirely different purpose.
Ladd said that these big transmission lines have devalued his property, and the looks of the transmission lines are not good. Why you would want to go through the civilization here is bewildering. Michael Ferrell asked Ladd if he has ever seen a sage grouse and Ladd said he has never seen one.
Drey Oppenheimer is a Lineman and said that going through this valley and drilling these holes for the towers is going to be a mess. It takes weeks and weeks to drill one hole. On a cultural standpoint going through these mountains is going to be a disaster with all the artifacts here. There have been many artifacts found around here. Dan Bradfield says it looks like it is a lot easier to go through alternate A.
Trans canyon is not opposed to alternate A. They presented a route to start the contract and building process and alternate routes come up for a reason. 
 Eva would does not feel like there is a benefit to having the transmission line.
The public needs to make comments on this project. All these comments will be read and considered and be put into the final environmental impact statement for this project. Then decisions will be made by Mike Gates, Cindy, and the state director. Eva asked if there’s any guarantees of another powerline coming through and there’s no guarantees. Russ asks that everyone takes a form and make a comment so that it can help us change this route. Thank you, BLM, for the presentation and coming to our meeting.
Fire Department: 
Water and Garbage:  USDA well project: Kim Hansen got the well pad done. On December 20th there is a route walkthrough for the CIB project with Jones and Demille. In the future if we extend the road, we need to make sure the line that they put in doesn’t go under the road. Division of Water Quality deuthorized the water loan because we got different loan from the CIB. 
Town Hall and Parks: 
Roads and Cemetery: 
Planning and Zoning: 
General Plan Update: The General plan is in draft form. It is on Facebook and the public website. We will have a public hearing in January and then in February we hope to adopt it. If you have comments, contact a town member to give them your input. Three years ago, Russ sent out a public survey and then we sent it to Hansen Planning Group, and this is how the draft of the general plan started. Mont wants there to be a map set up with the current general plan and the new proposed general plan to compare the two. The changes are not that drastic, it is a guidepost for the town.
Resolution: 23-12-01 Michael motioned to approve the resolution 23-12-01as is, John seconded, all in favor; motion passed.
Darwin Starks building lot variance: Not necessary to approve because we just approved the resolution. Russ still wanted to approve so Russ motioned to approve the variance, John seconded, all in favor; motion passed.
Miscellaneous: Election results Clark Nielson and Devin Palmer won election. They will be sworn in January meeting.
Michael motioned to adjourn at 8:31 p.m.; Steven seconded; all in favor, motion passed.  

