
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING AND REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD MAY 12, 2014 BEGINNING AT 11:00 A.M. IN COMMISSION CHAMBERS, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Commission Chairman Ronald Winterton; Commissioner Kent R. Peatross, Commissioner Kirk J. Wood, , Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred,  USU Extension Agent Troy Cooper, USU 4H Program Director Kevin Kesler, USU Extension Director of the Southern Region Chris Saunders, USU Association Vice President Brian Higginbotham, and BobbiJo Casper taking minutes of the meeting.
Opening Comments
Attorney Allred gave the prayer. There were no other comments.
Update From USU Extension
Mr. Higginbotham stated that they wanted to meet with the commission to discuss initiatives. We have a youth program called 4-H TRY STEM: Teens Reaching Youth in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. There are a host of reasons that this is an important program. Their goal is to have a STEM initiative statewide and he hopes that Duchesne County wants to be a part of it. Mr. Kesler stated that we want STEM to support our programs, but beyond that we want to recruit kids who are interested in Science, Math, Robotics, Technology and Engineering. We also want volunteers who are interested in these projects and increase the program. Our part is to provide resources; what we are in need of is man power on the ground.  The cost to the County would be to get the program off the ground. We feel it’s 50/50 with the County. Mrs. Prevedel stated that we feel there is a need for after school programs in our area. Mr. Higginbotham stated that we would bring someone in to do the training and provide all of the support if the County will provide the people on the ground. Commissioner Wood stated that he has mixed feelings about this and feels it’s going to continue to grow, but we don’t want to lose what we already have. If we can augment it, he is fine with that, but he feels they need to discuss it more. Mr. Kesler stated that we want to maintain what we already have and that it’s his job to make sure that happens. Commissioner Peatross stated that the baby step approach might be the way to go where we could share someone with Uintah County and build up. Mr, Higginbotham stated that they are hoping to utilize Mrs. Prevedel with Uintah County because they haven’t been able to find a qualified person to fill that position. Mr. Cooper stated that they have room for someone in his office so they could facilitate the position.  He appreciates the support that the commission has given. Mr. Kesler stated that the person wouldn’t be required to have a master’s degree. They would have someone with a master’s degree to do the training.  Mrs. Prevedel stated that they are working on a project for a Community Wellness Coach. She has done a lot of research and found that Duchesne County is high with obesity, tobacco use and on the verge of diabetes. Not wearing seat belts has put us at high risk. She would like to have a volunteer and someone who can be trained to be the county support. It will be a minimal expense for two days of training and lodging at the University of Utah. This is the first year that this is being offered and done as a trial. Chairman Winterton suggested that Mrs. Prevedel meet with the Wellness Committee about this program. Mr. Cooper stated that they would like to meet with the commission again this fall. Commissioner Peatross stated that he likes the concept, but we just need to figure out how to make it work.
Entered recess at 11:45 A.M…

Re-Entered Combined Commission Meeting at 1:15 P.M…

Consideration Of Vouchers

Deputy Clerk Auditor Connie Sweat joined the meeting at 1:15 P.M…
The commission reviewed vouchers # 128055 through 128138 dated May 12, 2014 in the amount of one hundred thirty seven thousand nine dollars and twenty four cents ($137,009.24).  Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the vouchers as presented. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Tax Adjustment – Treasurer 
The commission reviewed the attached tax adjustment presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Department. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the tax adjustment as recommended by the Treasurer’s Office. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

Tax Adjustment – Assessor 

The commission reviewed the attached tax adjustment presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Department. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the tax adjustment as recommended by the Assessor’s Office. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

Consideration Of A Business License Application For Elite Fencing Inc.

Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Proposal For Classification And Compensation Technical Assistance
Chairman Winterton stated that this is a request from the HR Department. Commissioner Peatross stated that he can see the value, but he is concerned about this being compared to other counties. Commissioner Wood questioned where Comp Survey is coming up with their stats. Commissioner Peatross suggested that Assistant Casper check references and hold off on this item until next week.  Agenda item was postponed by general consent.   
Consideration Of Resolution No. 14-06, A Resolution Of The Duchesne County Commission Approving The Submission Of The Utah Enterprise Zone Application

Chamber of Commerce Director Irene Hansen joined the meeting at 1:33 P.M…
Director Hansen stated that this is a state tax credit for some small businesses. We are reapplying the application for the Enterprise Zone. We are asking that this be extended to home based businesses. This only works with State income taxes, so every little amount helps. They do run the risk of being audited. She is going around and speaking to all accountants in the county about this.  

RESOLUTION NO. 14-06

A RESOLUTION OF THE DUCHESNE COUNTY COMMISSION APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF THE UTAH ENTERPRISE ZONE APPLICATION

WHEREAS, the Duchesne County Commission is interested in supporting local businesses to the greatest possible extent; and

WHEREAS, designation of areas within Duchesne County as a Utah Enterprise Zone would provide qualifying local businesses access to certain state income tax credits should such a zone be renewed; and

WHEREAS, the Duchesne County Commission has reviewed the application for the Utah Enterprise Zone Status entitled “Utah Enterprise Zone Application, Duchesne County, Roosevelt City , Myton Town,  Duchesne City, Town of Altamont and Tabiona Town dated May 1, 2014, and 

WHEREAS, the application was discussed in a duly posted open meeting of the Duchesne County Commission on May 12, 2014 and public input was solicited; and

WHEREAS, the Duchesne County Commission supports the submission of the Application by the Duchesne County Economic Development Office under the Duchesne County Chamber of Commerce to the  Governor’s Office of Economic Development in Salt Lake Utah. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Duchesne County Commission as follows:

SECTION 1.  Enterprise Zone Application Approval.  The Duchesne County Commission support the Renewal of the “Enterprise Zone” in Duchesne County , Utah and authorizes the submission of a Utah Enterprise Zone Application jointly with Duchesne County, Roosevelt City, Duchesne City, Myton Town,  Altamont Town and the Town of Tabiona to the Governor’s Office of Economic Development. The Enterprise Zone once approved by the Governor’s Office of Economic Development will be in effect until Dec 31, 2018. 

Section 2 Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 
PASSED this 12th day of May 2014 by the Duchesne County Commissioners

_______________________________________

Attest:

Ronald Winterton, Chairman
_______________________________________ 

_____________________________

Kirk J. Wood, Commissioner




Diane Freston









County Clerk/Auditor

_______________________________________

Kent R. Peatross, Commissioner 

Commissioner Wood motioned to adopt Resolution No. 14-06. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 
Consideration Of A Draft Letter Regarding Energy Gateway South Transmission Project EIS Comments
County/Community Planning Administrator Mike Hyde joined the meeting at 1:56 P.M…
Administrator Hyde stated that in our letter we recommend that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) take the Colorado/Utah Baxter Pass (COUT-BAX) B or C routes as they have the least impact on private lands in Utah and maximize the amount of miles of the transmission line on BLM lands. Only 58.7 miles of private land would be crossed by these COUT-BAX alternatives as compared to 105.8 miles for COUT-A through central Duchesne County. According to Table S-4, there are 214 residences within a ¼ mile of this alternative route, compared to 106 along the COUT-BAX B or C routes. This is in line with what Carbon County is suggesting. Commissioner Peatross stated that these figures are based on current populations and suggested mentioning that these numbers will increase since we are the second fastest growing county in the nation. He supports this with the requested change.  
Discussion Of Easements For The Victory Pipeline Project
Mandy Bird was unable to attend. No discussion was held.
Updates From Those Who Attended The UAC Convention In April
Deputy Treasurer Jamie Park, Deputy Recorder Shelley Brennen, Deputy Assessor Traci Herrera & Chief Deputy Clerk JoAnn Evans joined the meeting at 2:13 P.M… IS Department Director Kent Ogletree joined the meeting at 2:16 P.M…
Deputy Park reported that she attend a State Tax Commission meeting where they discussed the TC-750 report, which is a year-end report that they are required to do of everything that was collected throughout the year. They are 90% collected so we are doing quite well.  She also reported that she attended a return mail class, truth and taxation, a round table discussion about escaped property and public financing and investing. 
Deputy Brennen reported that she attended a discussion about the Electronic Recording Act. They will look into this after the first of next year. There are advantages and disadvantages to this, but it will be a lot faster since it’s all done electronically. She also reported that she attended a discussion about cemeteries and keeping the plats up to date and recorded. She also reported that she attended a class on wrongful liens and once they are filed, they have to go to the Sheriff’s Office and be approved by a judge to determine if it’s legitimate or not.
Director Ogletree reported that he attended a postage session which doesn’t concern them. He also reported that Google has flown the entire state and taken six inch imagery. Google wants a lot of money for it, but they are coming with a cooperative purchase agreement with the State of Utah.
Deputy Assessor Herrera reported that there is a big legislative push to do away with personal property. Last year, we took in 2.5 million dollars, so it could be devastating to our county if it happens. She also reported that starting in 2015 you have to have an associates or bachelor’s degree to be a licensed appraiser to be eligible to be hired in the Assessor’s Office. 

Deputy Clerk Evans reported that she attended a legislative policy committee meeting. She also reported that the Lt. Governor’s Office discussed concerns of voting rolls containing information such as social security numbers and driver’s license numbers on them.
Commission Calendaring

Closed Meeting – 

Commissioner Peatross moved to go into and out of closed session for the purpose of discussing pending or reasonably imminent litigation at 3:26 P.M. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. Assistant Casper was excused. 

-Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 4:12 P.M… 
Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting

No action was necessary.

Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held May 05, 2014

Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the minutes with the necessary corrections. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Adjourn

Chairman Winterton adjourned the meeting at 4:26 P.M.
Read and approved this 2nd day of June 2014.
	 
	
	 
	

	Ronald Winterton
	
	Diane Freston
	

	Commission Chairman
	
	Clerk/Auditor
	


Minutes of the meeting were prepared by BobbiJo Casper____________________________________  
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