
MINUTES OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AUTHORITY OF DUCHESNE COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH A PUBLIC HEARING HELD June 2, 2014 AT 9:00 A.M. IN CONFERENCE #1 DUCHESNE, UTAH
Present: Commissioner and Board President / Signing Officer Ronald Winterton; Commissioner and Board Trustee Kent R Peatross, Laurie Brummond Uintah Basin Association of Governments (UBAOG), Steve Rowley, RoJean Rowley, Margie F Burdick, Florence England, Dan England, Leon Sweat, Linda Sweat, Edward Roberts, Mike Wilkerson, Kyle Wilkerson, Grant H Bangerter, Carole Gibson, Bonnie Hardegree, Roy Warner, Barbara Warner, W LaMar Thomas, Carol Thomas, James L Cutler, and Chief Deputy Clerk JoAnn Evans taking minutes of the meeting.
Absent: Diane Freston Clerk-Auditor Secretary/Treasurer and Commissioner and Board Trustee Kirk J Wood.
Board Chairman Winterton called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
Commissioner Winterton stated that this was a public hearing to have the public provide feedback for the event center that the county is hoping to build at the fairgrounds. The amount will be for six point two million dollars ($6,200,000.00) It will be called the Centennial Event center because Duchesne County will be turning one hundred (100) years old next year. Commissioner Peatross stated that he would like to explain how the funding will work before we start taking comments. The funding source that will be used for the event center is revitalization funds. These are funds that the state reimburses to the county. They are a severance tax that the State of Utah charges energy companies for the production on tribal lands. The original purpose of this fund was to keep the tribe from imposing any additional fees. The State would then reimburse the tribe a portion of the money that they received. The original amount was three million dollars ($3,000,000.00), but it was divided up between Duchesne County, Uintah County, and the Tribe. Originally the counties each received three hundred and seventy five thousand dollars ($375,000.00) and the tribe received the rest of it. Five or six years ago we went to the legislature and got them to raise that ceiling to six million dollars ($6,000,000.00). Now the counties receive one million ($1,000,000.00) of that second three million ($3,000,000.00) and now our total is approximately one point three million dollars ($1,300,000.00) that we receive in revitalization funds. The revitalization funds have to be used for infrastructure. Every year we hold a meeting with Uintah County, the Tribe, and the state of Utah to appropriate or approve how these funds are going to be expended. In the past we have appropriated the money on such things as walking paths and purchased property for recreation districts. We have bought lawn mowers for recreation districts and helped pave streets. We have helped all the communities throughout the whole county. We have saved up and made a commitment to the new Roosevelt swimming pool. Today we are going to propose that we put one million dollars (1,000,000.00) as cash up front and then go to the Community Impact Board (CIB) for a loan/grant combination of approximately five point two million dollars (5,200,000.00) that would be fifty percent (50%) grant and fifty percent (50%) loan at zero percent (0%) interest. The loan portion would be guaranteed by the revitalization fund. This will not be a tax encumbrance for the county.. This building will be an arena with approximately eighteen hundred (1800) seats in it with the potential of having rodeos and barrel racing and those types of activities in it. The long term plan would be that we could put some kind of floor in the arena so that we could hold other kinds of events such as trade shows. In addition to the arena there will be three (3) conference rooms. The largest will hold approximately one hundred and seventy people (170). It will have a small concession area and adequate restrooms, three (3) offices, a ticket area and a lobby area. It is similar to the Western Park in Uintah County, but not as big. We will be building this down at the fairgrounds. We have sufficient room down there to build it. We can use the existing parking that is down there now.

 Commissioner Winterton opened it up for public comment.
Ms. Carole Gibson stated that she would like to re-cap what she understands. This will not be a tax burden. The people will not be taxed for this arena. Ms. Gibson asked if the building would be rented out to the public and would there be a rental charge.
Commissioner Peatross stated that this is correct that it would not be a tax burden to the citizens of Duchesne County. However, there will be some operation and maintenance costs. These types of recreation facilities quit often have to be subsidized because they are not money makers.
Mayor RoJean Rowley stated that she has talked with the Duchesne City Council and they are in favor of the event center. 
Commissioner Winterton stated that he thinks it will enhance the cities assets. There are new businesses that can help accommodate the events that could take place. It will be a win, win for the city. 

Commissioner Peatross stated that it will be an asset for the whole county. It appears that the public is in favor of this event center since there are no other comments.
Adjournment

Board Chairman Winterton adjourned the meeting at 9:40 a.m.
Read and approved June 5, 2014
______________________________
_________________________________

Ronald Winterton




Diane Freston

Chairman and Signing Officer


Secretary / Treasurer
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