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80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747
Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266
Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian



November 9, 2023 - Public Hearing for School Road Closure on 100 E. 

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy welcomes everyone to the public hearing for the school road closure on 100 E. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Ryan Rees is present, Don Bone is present, Michelle Brian is present, Matt Morgan is present, Jeanette is absent. Bart Brian is absent. 

Visitors: Elise Harris (Loa land use attorney), Corey Anderson (school representative), Barbara Tewell

Elise starts off by saying that the road closure statute is rather recent, maybe 2020, in talking with the Attorney General office, it was passed to close a street to help accommodate homelessness issues in Salt Lake City. There really isn’t much on the statute though. Elise said Michelle has sent letters and notified the community about the proposal that the school wants to close the street on 100 E. during the day for the safety of the kids. Elise called UDOT to get their take on the subject. She spoke with a couple of different people there; one was the permit officer and the other deals in rights of way. They had different takes on it but they both agreed that it was a tricky situation. Their suggestions really weren’t feasible for Loa or the school though and provided no fix for the problem now. They said some cities like St. George made a one-way road and widened it as well for the pick-up/drop off lane. That was not something that would work here though. They say good signage and extending the road was their other option. Neither option would work because of the cost and there was nowhere else to widen the road, plus you have residents living along the road too. Loa has spent a lot of time brainstorming and trying to come up with something that would help the problem that the school has. There are certain findings that you must consider when closing a road and those findings would be on the ordinance that Elise has drawn up for them to decide on in their regular meeting. Between making a finding for a temporary closure and making a finding for an indefinite closure, in her review of the statute it makes a lot more sense to go with the temporary road closure. The indefinite closure talks about using it for another public purpose and she has no idea what other purpose they would use it for. Going back to options, she went and drove around the school, and it is fairly limited to what they can do. It sounds like a sign was put up on both ends then removed to the side of the roads after the town told them they needed to hold a public hearing. There was still communication between school staff and parents to not use that street, but the new pick up/drop off has had other consequences on main street. It seems to have helped take the problem off 100 E. but created a new problem on main street with cars waiting in line to pick up or drop off their kids. After talking to the AG office and UDOT, it didn’t sound like they had too much to say, they were leaving it up to the town and the school to come up with solutions. There are things to consider as the town makes this decision, the emergency services and residences along that street are a couple of those. Her advice is to do something temporary in nature and realize that any good long-term solution is going to cost some money. She wishes she could solve it for you all, but it is a tricky one for everyone. Chris says her concern is that the school keeps saying it’s temporary, but she hears different things and what is temporary to them? She has heard that the elementary may be moving to Bicknell but that is if they receive funding. Is that true? What if they do not get funded then how long will it be? Elise asks if there is a time when they will know if they have funding? Corey says they should know by the first of the year if they will get funded for the elementary school. They can apply again next year if they don’t get funded but that would still mean that it will take a couple year to build if they are funded this year, so best case scenario it will still be a couple of years out. He said we believe it to be temporary because if they don’t get funded then they may have some other issues they will have to address on that street as well. He said he believes their hope is the school here will not be here in no more than 5 years. Corey said that the road closure that they are asking for is only supposed to be during school hours, it would be open any other time and weekends. They are all just trying to find a good solution to keep the kids safe. Elise asked if the communication from the school to the parents about not going up 100 E. has helped at all? Or just having those signs up for that short time, so that they kind of knew not to use the road, did that help? Corey said he believes it has helped, there are still a few that park on the east side here and there but it is minimal to what it was before. However, he does see the problem it has caused backing up on main street. They move quickly, but we do not know if the winter will make that worse. The principal couldn’t be here, but her hope is that the town will still allow it to be closed during school hours. Corey said he feels like the 4 ways that the town put in down on the south side and the north side of 100 E. has deterred a lot of traffic from even going that direction honestly. If people don’t have a reason to use that street, they tend to avoid it. Ryan said he thinks the school is doing a good job of directing parents and making sure kids are getting across the streets too. The fact that the teachers are escorting them all out and watching them is a big help for sure. Michelle said she does have a concern about the buses. She happened to go to the post office on a Friday afternoon and it was when the school was getting out. She got stuck at the post office because she could not back out with the line of cars in the pickup lane. There was a car parked at the vacation rental out on the right of way, so the cars were having to be out in the road. She waited and as she waited three buses from different directions all came and turned right by the post office. They barely fit between her, and the line of cars and they all drove down the opposite side of the road to make the turn down on 100 E. to pick up kids. If a car had been coming from the east, they would have had to go off the road to avoid being hit by a bus. It was not safe at all. Corey didn’t realize they were all coming down that same road. He would talk to Ned and make sure they did not do that anymore. That is a problem for sure and one that can be avoided. She has taken photos and videos to show how scary it is. Corey was so glad that it was brought to his attention. That is a solution the school can remedy. There was some discussion about changing where the buses dropped off the kids or having two drop off locations to make it not as congested at the north end of the school. There was mention of a fence again to keep the buses in the fenced area so kids couldn’t run across the roads. They asked Corey if the area behind the school was for the high school kids or not? They have been parking at the town park most of the time, so they are confused at what that area back there is being used for. Corey said, yes, the high school kids can use that area but, in the future, the 7 and 8th grader will be moving to the high school when it is completed so that means the 6th graders will need to go to Loa for school. They are leaving that area in case they need to bring in a modular unit because the elementary school isn’t big enough for that many more students. That area will no longer be able to be used as a parking lot. The original intent was to get high school students off of 100 S. because they had a lot of complaints about that parking, but they won’t be able to use that in the future. Chris said why don’t the high school kids just stay in Bicknell and get dropped off in Bicknell after the games to keep them from parking in Loa? Corey said, I guess tradition would be the only word I can use there. Because it’s an extra 20 minutes when they get home from a long trip to go back down and get their car and come back. Ryan said would the county allow them to park up by the rodeo grounds instead that seems to make sense because no one uses that area except for fair time. The park gets rented out and the cars can’t stay there and be in the way of the rentals, but the rodeo grounds wouldn’t have that problem. That is just a thought. Corey said he could bring that up. Elise said that it is great that you can all have these conversations, and it is evident that you all want to create safe solutions for everyone. She said shutting down a road is probably the most extreme thing that they can do but if they feel that it is necessary then that is up to them to determine. She wonders if continued conversations with school and parents and signage is enough to stop parents from using 100 E. rather than closing the road. They can reevaluate in 60 days and see if the communication and signage near the road has helped enough or if they need to have more discussion at that point. She said the town just needs to weigh all the options and their goal is to promote safety and take care of the public welfare of all their residents. They have the discretion to close the road with cones or close the road with big barricades, but enforcement may be an issue as well. Will the sheriff’s office be on board with watching that road if they close it? What support will there be that way? Corey said the school could talk to them. Matt said right now the school has the cones up by the stop signs on an angle so oncoming traffic can see them and he thinks it is already deterring them without the cones being in the middle of the road like they were. The mayor said he talked to the principal, and she said just having them off the road on the corners has still been helping. He said maybe just leaving them off the road but by it like they are with the signs and then continued communication between school and parents is enough without closing the road down. Elise said or you have the closure only happen during pick up for that 30 minutes and at drop off for those 30 minutes rather than all school day. Michelle said that was what was originally asked for those two times during the day but then they changed their minds to all school day, so they didn’t have to keep moving the cones so often. Corey said maybe giving things a little more time to see how it plays out is the best for now. He said having the buses reroute and come in from a different road then the one that is being used for pick-up/drop-off will help with safety there and then leaving the signs up on the corners with communication may help for the time being with the congestion on 100 E. He isn’t sure how to help with the backing up on highway 24 but maybe reevaluating with the town in a few months will give everyone time to figure some things out. He again says they are hoping this is short term, but they will know more in a couple of months. They all like the idea of giving it a little more time before they close the road. They plan on meeting with the school in a few months and helping to create some solutions when they know more about funding and their future. No other comments.

The mayor asked for a motion to close the public hearing. Ryan motions to close the public hearing. Don seconds the motion. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 

The public hearing is adjourned. 





































FIRST CDBG PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
LOA TOWN
FIRST CDBG PUBLIC HEARING HELD
Loa Civic Center, 88 W. Center St, Loa, UT 84747
November 9, 2023

The Loa Town first CDBG public hearing was held on November 9, 2023, at the Loa Civic Center, 88 W. Center St, Loa, UT 84747 meeting commenced at 5:30 pm.
Present: Mayor Cody Grundy
Other Public or Elected officials or employees: Ryan Rees, Chris Olsen, Don Bone
Town Recorder: Jeanette Taylor
Town Clerk: Michelle Brian
Town Attorney: N/A
Public: Jayden Brian, Barbara Tewell
            
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PUBLIC HEARING  

Mayor Grundy opened the public hearing for the CDBG program and stated that the purpose of the public hearing is to provide citizens with pertinent information about the Community Development Block Grant program and to allow for discussion of possible applications for the 2024 funding cycle. It was explained that the grant money must be spent on projects benefiting primarily low and moderate-income persons.  The Six County Region, in which Loa Town is a member, is expecting to receive approximately $850,000 in this new program year.  All eligible activities that can be accomplished under this program are identified in the CDBG Application Policies and Procedures Manual and interested persons can review it at any time.  Mayor Grundy read several of the eligible activities listed including examples, such as construction of public works and facilities, e.g., water and sewer lines, fire stations, acquisition of real property, provision of public services such as food banks or homeless shelters. Mayor Grundy indicated that in the past Loa Town has not received funding from CDBG in the past for any projects. The town has handed out its capital investment plan as part of the regional “Consolidated Plan”.  This list shows which projects the town has identified as being needed in the community.  It was asked that anyone with questions, comments or suggestions during the hearing please identify themselves by name, before they speak.  The clerk will include your names in the minutes and we would like to specifically respond to your questions and suggestions during the hearing.  

Barbara Tewell asked if we got awarded from CDBG last year. Michelle said no we didn’t get awarded the grant we applied for last year. She asked what the town had applied for? Michelle said main street improvements, sidewalks and lighting. Barbara said she was the Wayne Co. Commission meeting and the food bank was thee asking for more money because they were $2500 short from the need. They thanked her for letting them know. Jayden Brian would like to ask the council to consider extending and upsizing their water line going out to of town to Big Rocks. There are people that would like to develop that direction but putting in a water line the size and that far will cost a lot to do. They appreciate the comment. They just finished a water project and they had three phases to it, that line out there was one of those lines that needs upgrading, but they had to cut the out of town upgrading and focus on the areas already serviced in the town limits first. The expense of everything made it so they had to do what was best for the entire system and create the most benefit. Out of town connections were not at the top of that list. The mayor brought up the recent subdivision proposal that the Leavitt’s are wanting to do and that the town is requiring them to upgrade the lines and use an 8” in the subdivision. Those are costs that they will have in order to develop. This won’t be the town’s expense to bear. He continued that generally if someone develops property outside of town limits adding water to it and upgrading lines is generally the responsibility of the developer, not the town. There have been some culinary water connections that were allowed many years ago outside of town and these lines are undersized and problem areas for the town. They aren’t adequate for fire flow and it is a concern they now have. The town no longer allows undersized lines to connections anymore. They let Jayden know that they will certainly take his idea into consideration. They realize most growth for Loa will happen just beyond the town limits. Ryan asked so are you suggesting that the town applies for funding to upgrade the water line to the Big Rocks area to accommodate a desire for growth by you and other property owners that own land out there? Jayden said, yes, I am. They thank him for him for his comment and idea. There no other comments by the public in attendance. 

Mayor calls for a motion to close the CDBG public hearing. Don makes a motion to adjourn the CDBG public hearing. Christ seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carried. 

The hearing was adjourned at 6:00 pm.







