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Educator Licensing



Educator License Levels
1. Professional

 All requirements have been met, preparation 
completed, and competencies demonstrated.

2. Associate
 A minimum number of requirements have been met 

and/or competencies demonstrated.
3. Local Education Agency (LEA) Specific

 Under direction of the local governing boards of school 
districts or charters. Typically, educators who have not 
yet met the Associate requirements.

53E-6-201- & R277-301

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53E/Chapter6/53E-6-S201.html
https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/b6a667ab-869a-4d15-947f-f65cb8e3602e


License Level 2021-22 
Awarded

2022-23 
Awarded

Associate 615 1718
LEA-Specific 2133 1185
Professional 4321 4774
Grand Total 7230 7677

Number of Professional Licenses Awarded by License Level 



Number of Licenses Awarded by License Area and Level 



Number of Professional License Areas by Area – SY2023



License Level Distribution by Assignment Area – SY2023



Teacher Shortages: Percent of Teachers Without 
Professional Licensure



Critical Teacher Shortage Areas 2022-23
(TH Bell Scholarships)

Critical Shortage Areas were the areas of shortage representing greater than one standard deviation above the mean of the 
percent of total educator FTE.  The additional shortage areas were identified as representing greater than the mean percent.



Educator Licensing Team 
Adjustments



Timeline of Application Method

• Prior to Fall 2020:  All applications submitted on physical paper.

• Fall 2020 – Fall 2022: Applications submitted via email; accepted on 
physical paper submitted in-person or via mail.

• Fall 2022 – March 2023: All applications submitted digitally via email.

• March 2023:  SM Apply software implemented for Out-of-State/License 
Equivalency Review applications.

• June 2023:  SM Apply software for non-CTE endorsements and 
Associate Educator License applications.

• October 2023:  SM Apply software for all applications.



SM Apply Application Platform

• Fully digital, web-based platform
• Allows applicants to track the status of their application in real-time
• Creates a workflow management for the licensing team
• Allows licensing team to prioritize application review for US military 

families
• Able to translate application into Spanish and French
• Automated notifications sent to applicants for each step of the 

application review process
• Creates a reliable audit trail for all applications and reviews
• Significantly reduces application processing time



Application Processing Time Averages 
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Additional Questions 

Dr. Malia Hite
Executive Coordinator of Educator Licensing

Dr. Lisa McLachlan
Educator Preparation Coordinator

Kristin Campbell
Data Specialist, Teaching & Learning
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