 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, October 18th, 2023
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia (absent)
Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston 
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:
Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner(absent)
Justin Elsner, District Conservationist(absent)
Taylor Payne, GIP (absent) 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension (absent) 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 6:27p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting. Cole Weston made a motion to approve the minutes, Judy Stuart seconding and unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $31,439.34 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were: $14.38 for interest on 9/27. The checks that were processed were: Dry Creek Livestock $250.00 #267, Jade Willis $250.00 #274, Frazier Land and Livestock $250.00 #269, and Jayme Koefoed for $13.79 #278.
The checks that have not cleared are Woodruff Stock Association (Woodruff pastures) $250.00 #263, Woodruff Stock Association (USFS Woodruff Allotment) $250.00 #264, Eight Bar Ranches, LLC $250.00 #265, and Ron Teichert $250.00 #270. 

The bills that are outstanding are a soil test to USU Analytical Laboratories for $70.00 for Jake Johnson’s project and to UACD for $15,008.42, conservation planner wages.
Cole Weston made a motion to pay the outstanding bills and Judy Stuart seconded it, unanimously approved. The checks will be made out after the meeting. 
Agenda Item
Nick Reithel- Watershed Coordinator
Nick started off explaining that the EQUIP and CSP application deadline is on November 3rd. There is a possibility of a second and third batch in the spring.  The second will be on March 29th and the third June 28th. Nick stated that he thinks there is a lot of money from the IRA so other funding should be available.

Jace passed along some unfortunate news that the conservation district did not get the equipment grant. Hopefully they renew that grant for next year and the district can apply again. 
The Water Optimization Grant applications will open again in December or January. Cole asked if you could get started on the field study now and the application at this time. Nick answered his question explaining that there is a water optimization planner, Nick Coeffe, that can help with the process. Nick has been taking contact information and Jayme has a running list for Rich County. He further explained that the cultural resource will not get an applicant any points this go around. It takes a long time to get the cultural resource on a big project like a canal company. 
An offer has been extended to a new Soil Heath planner in Northern Utah so there will be more of a presence in this area. 
AG VIP is currently going through the ranking process. Candy spoke up and said that she has received a call about the program. It is $12 an acre with a $1,000 signing bonus to be a part of. The deadline was in August. The producer will need to keep good records of how much fertilizer is applied, do soil tests, and one manure test. A planner will work with the producer to develop a nutrient plan. 

UACD convention is coming up on November 7-8. November 1st is the registration deadline. 

Easement program was the next topic of discussion and grant money available for that. 

ARDL loan applications are open. It is a loan program that UDAF offers for 2.75-3.25%. You can borrow up to $500,000. Candy explained that the process was a little stressful but worked out.  

Water Quality funding is available through Non-Point with an early spring time deadline. This is for any projects that will benefit water quality. An example is putting a trough to keep cows out of water, fences etc. You can look at stabilization projects, so you don’t lose as much of your land. Cole said that they did one about 10-12 years ago and it was successful. Nick also shared about beaver dam analogs, which are fake beaver dams to slow down the velocity. If there is a producer that has erosion or has an improvement that will benefit water quality let Nick know. 
AGENDA ITEM
Jayme Kofoed- Conservation Planner
Jayme did a natural resource field day; she relayed, “it was fun.” She was able to help 4th graders. They taught them soil health and did an activity with water quality. She also reported that she completed brush management training. Cole asked if she learned about any new brush management practices? Jayme said it was a long day and more on soil testing and soil profiles. She reported that she sent out, with the help of IWJV, about the FSP programs. This was done with a mailer having postcards printed to talk about the FSP deadline. IWJV funded the postcards and the postage. Jayme attended a cover crop training today and will go back tomorrow. Candy asked if Jayme feels more confident in her position. She expressed that she has went to many trainings and that they have been informative. She also has been helping the irrigation company fill out the water payment information for their Water Optimization grant. 
AGENDA ITEM


TJ Hoffman- Rich County Weed Specialist
TJ reported that he sent the information for the ISM grant to Jace Farnsworth and wanted to see if they are just paying for the chemical or all the bill? The chemical is the main portion of the bills. TJ said that everything was behind due to the late spring, so this year wasn’t quite as good as the previous one. He said there were lots of white top show up in the county. TJ said that he was able to spray a lot of the starts in Candy Cornia’s fields. TJ also shared that he sprayed Ben Argyle’s field that borders Candy’s to help with the encroachment. TJ expressed that no one applied for the summer position which made it harder. You must be 18 years old  to apply for the job. 
Nick said that Jace had an outreach program for the ISM. 
DISTRICT BUSINESS
Candy Cornia- Supervisor 
Next meeting will be December 6th at 1:00pm. 
Filled out SERA forms.
A small discussion was started about changing the cost of the pivot tract filler from $150 a day to $100. A motion was made regarding the rental fee for the pivot tract filler. The motion was to change the fee to $100 a day rental fee. Cole Weston made a motion and Judy Stuart seconded it, unanimously approved. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Cole Weston moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy Stuart seconded, unanimously approved.  Meeting adjourned at 7:07 pm.
.
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