NOXIOUS WEED BOARD MEETING MINUTES
11/9/2023

Attendance: Keith Hambrecht, Laura Flower, Sage Fitch, Ron Jones, Patrick Nelson, and Kathy Gore.  Excused:  Eric Peterson
1) Call to order.   Sage Fitch welcomed the group.
2) Approval of the minutes from March 16th and June 16, 2023, Noxious Weed Board meetings.
i) Motion to pass 1st – Keith, 2nd Ron.
3) Discussion on the 2024 Meeting Schedule
i) March 14th doesn’t work for Keith; we will change it to March 7th.
ii) The scheduled meeting times work for the rest of the committee.  Laura can virtually join a meeting on September 12. Once a year we can have a tour. We are planning that tour for September 12, 2024
iii) Sage will Review the schedule with Eric and if needed we can adjust some dates.
iv) The dates for 2024 are as follows:
(a)  January 11, 2024
(b) March 7, 2024
(c) September 12, 2024
(d) November 7, 2024
(2) The board voted on the 2024 schedule with the discussed changes.  Motion Passed
b) Sage led a discussion regarding a letter from the Noxious Weed Board supporting a proposed legislative request from the UDAF in the upcoming 2024 session, regarding dedicated funding for county weed boards.  Sage spoke with Aaron Eager, the State noxious weed manager and he said in last years annual reports, there were several counties including Utah county, that called on the state to provide some kind of dedicated funding for noxious weed boards and programs.  As SLCo has limited funding and is unable to meet the state mandate and not able to fully fund a 1.0 FTE (Sage if a 0.75 FTE), Aaron suggested that it would be helpful to UDAF to get a letter of support from the Noxious Weed Board for this effort.
i) Timeline:  By the beginning of the legislative session.  The letter must be approved by Angela Dunn.  Eric is the mayor’s designee. There was a discussion about who should be the signatory.  Patrick said he may need it to be reviewed by the city before he signs it.
4) Discussion on by the board members on their work/ programs/ projects:
a) Keith presented phragmites at the Salt Lake County Watershed symposium.  UT FF&SL has received additional funding for phragmites control and has been having good results and positive feedback on the work they have done along the GSL and Utah Lake.
i) UT FF&SL has another round of grants in process, approximately $200,000. Grants are annual, usually from July 1st to June 30th. 
ii) Keith discussed how there is a need to map and treat Phragmites upstream from the work that is taking place on the GSL.  Not only along the JR but also the canals.  Sage and Keith discussed following up with Daniel Gunnell and the Salt Lake Conservation District as they have worked with the canal companies in the past on weed control and Daniel has mentioned that he would be willing to write and coordinate and ISM grant for this effort.
iii) Patrick mentioned that SLC PU also maintains canals and that he could connect us with the right people to have those discussions.  Patrick stated that the Watershed program has seen an explosion of Phragmites in the Watershed. A Pilot program might be helpful to manage phragmites perhaps a 1-day workshop where canal owners can gain info on how best management practices and successful tools. 
iv) Keith discussed some management tips concerning phragmites – If it is mowed it comes back thicker, but mowing is important before spraying.  Seeds are not long-lived, viability 5-6 years. Spraying in late summer/ early fall is best. Timing is important.
b) Patrick finished the Season Mastication Project. He is wrapping up the ISM grant with PMG treatment of Yellow starthistle. 
c) Sage discussed her meeting with SLCo Parks and Rio- Tinto regarding Myrtle Spurge treatment.
i) Rio Tinto is treating Myrtle spurge in Butterfield Canyon, following the successful treatment last year at the mouth of Parley’s Canyon.   SLCo Parks will also be doing treatment along the trails at the mouth of Butterfield.   Rio Tinto is looking into using drone technology and remote sensing for mapping and treatment of myrtle spurge.  Currently Myrtle Spurge can be found extensively along the Wasatch Front, with smaller populations in Cache Valley, Logan Canyon, Davis County, Utah County, and Washington County. Laura mentioned that she has seen some in Big Cottonwood Canyon.  Nurseries were selling it until 2016 when it became a noxious weed in SLCo.  Laura mentioned that it would be helpful to collaborate with the Utah Climber Alliance on populations in the canyons. Using their technical climbing skills would be a potential benefit to treating Myrtle spurge in difficult to access rocky crags.  
ii) Sage discussed the concern in Yellow Fork Canyon with Rose Creek and E. coli due to inadequate manure management and limited riparian buffers by private property owners near the creek. Salt Lake County can be fined if the water quality issues are not addressed. Noxious weed problems are not being addressed by both SLCo Parks and private landowners in the area.
iii) Mayor Wilson's budget -December 5th the council will vote. The budget is tight. There is a hiring freeze & cuts in taxpayer and general funding. State and City budgets are also tight. 
iv) Ron is out for the winter months. 
v) Laura says their company is adding 1 acre to their gardens and they break ground this year.
vi) Task list – follow up concerning the 2024 meeting schedule, Letter of support, email to Daniel regarding the canals.
vii) Motion to close the Meeting.  1st Ron; 2nd Laura.   Meeting adjourned. 
