Emery County Public Lands Meeting
May 6, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Mistie Christiansen, Mark H. Williams, Rod Player, Bruce Wilson, Chuck Semborski
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Wayne Ludington, Kevin Albrecht, Paul Cowley, Garrick Hall, Mike McCandless, Chris Wood, Justin Hart, Bryan Torgerson, Scott Jackson, Ken Fleck, Mike Olsen, John Anderson, Colton Miles, Hannah Lockhart, Laurel Nielsen
Excused:  Darren Olsen
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Rod Player made motion to accept the April 1, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Chuck Semborski, motion carried. 
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed mentioned the fiasco in Nevada that has dominated the media for the past month.  He also mentioned that there was a gathering of State Legislative leaders from public lands states in Salt Lake City early in May for meetings on the issues of the states involvement in managing public lands and the issue of management of Wild Horses & Burros (WH&B) which has also been prominent in the news.  
Another interesting news report is that the State of Idaho plans to poison Ravens as a Sage Grouse protection and measure.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Nelson discussed the article in Saturday’s Salt Lake Tribune about protecting nature or federal intrusion in Utah County that had a picture of the Wedge Overlook, which is in Emery County, and the fact that Public Lands has become so prominent in the news and the need to do something becomes more evident.  
Ray stated that Grand County held a public meeting a week before last and had some various alternatives that they had come up with regarding Congressman Bishop’s initiative.  He also spoke about news reporting and that some of these issues make good news but haven’t helped much with the management issues.  
Last week Ray went on a field trip with Mistie, Garrick Hall, Marcia Argust with PEW, to Swasey’s Cabin, Rod’s Valley down to Red’s Canyon, and Taylor Flat.  They looked at the areas that we are talking about in our NCA, as well as the historic mining and western heritage stuff, and they also saw some wild horses on Mackay Flat.  The reason to have Marcia here on the ground is because PEW has a lot of influence in Washington and we will need that influence in the conservation community if we have any hope of passing a bill in Emery County.  Another major topic of discussion was livestock grazing.  Emery County is not willing to consider altering livestock grazing.  Marcia is supportive of that as is PEW.  
5.   Joel Hatch: Request for support of Western Rangelands Conservation Association:  Ray stated that Joel came before the County Commission at their last month’s meeting asking for support of the newly formed Western Rangelands Association.  The Commission was supportive and Commissioner Nelson wrote a letter of support and sent it to the BLM about the 
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litigation that the Association is bringing against the Department of the Interior and BLM.  The lawsuit basically says you are failing to manage your Wild Horses and Burros (WH&B) according to the Wild Horse and Burro Act of 1971.  Joel came before this Council and asked them for a letter of support as well.  Mistie Christiansen made motion that the Public Lands Council support the efforts of the Western Rangelands Conservation Association in their quest to get the BLM to manage the horses and burros, Mark H. Williams seconded the motion, motion carried.  Ray will write the letter of support.  
6.  Consideration of Support of Cedar Mountain Fuels Reduction and Vegetation Restoration     Project EA:  Ray stated that this is a generic project that the council typically supports and unless there is a reason not to support it asked for comments or motion to accept.  Mistie Christiansen made motion to accept the Cedar Mountain Fuels Reduction and Vegetation Restoration Project, Rod Player seconded the motion, motion carried.
7.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM): None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Chris reported that their Wildlife Board met last week regarding the Wild Horse and Burros and voted on a letter that they wrote to Sally Jewell, Secretary of Interior and State director, Juan Palma that asked for the BLM to adhere to their plan to follow and keep the numbers at the appropriate animal levels.  They acknowledged the impact that these wild horses have both to wildlife and livestock and the letter was sent last week.  
Their Regional Advisory Council Meeting (RAC) is tomorrow in Green River at 6:30pm.  On the Agenda will be discussion on Turkey management, water fowl management, a new trial hunting program that allows adults who haven’t taken hunter safety to sign up with a responsible hunter who has been through hunter safety and allows them to hunt and if they enjoy they can take hunter safety to become a life long hunter.  Also on the agenda, they are proposing to offer Crow hunting in Utah that is available in other western states.  
Their biologists are working with some grazers from Emery County and as a Division they are sensitive to the grazers, here in the county, who have reduced their herds and who have pulled their cows off the mountain because of the Seely Fire.  They are allowing them to graze on the Division’s Gordon Creek Wildlife Management Area starting early next week through mid-August.  
The Aquatic Division is doing gill netting at Huntington North tomorrow, Scofield on the 9th, Gooseberry on the 21st and Miller’s Flat on the 23rd.  If anyone is interested, please let him know and he will get times to you and locations to meet them.  

Their Wildlife section has been busy doing range surveys.  They are testing the winter range and also doing spring deer classifications as will as looking at raptor nests in the area.

Lake Powell is infested with Quagga Mussels and as a result they are beefing up their efforts there and they also have a plan on how they are going to try and protect the waters here in Emery County.  Justin Hart passed out a handout that summarizes their coverage of Joes Valley which has been an issue of concern here in Emery County.  They will present the full plan at next month’s meeting.  
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School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Bryan stated that they are celebrating their 20th Anniversary being reorganized to run the agency as a business and from that time they have taken the permanent fund from about $20 Million up to $1.7 Billion and are very proud of this accomplishment.  
They are having their upcoming Land Auction on June 25th and have five parcels with one being in Emery County that you can check out on their website.  Bryan passed out a couple of maps showing two parcels they are selling in the Green River Industrial Park in Lot 5 – two 40 acre parcels.  There are a couple of items that will be before the County Commission next week to help facilitate this sale.  In addition to this, there has been some interest in Lot 1 of the Industrial Park as well as in Lot 3.  
SITLA is concerned and active in the Wild Horse issue as they are impacting their lands as well.  One of the things they think is important is what do we do once we get the horses rounded up because there are laws on the books that you cannot just put them down even if it is in a humane way.  Congress says the obligation to, once they get these horses, is to relocate and house them until their life expires and that can be a long time for a horse.  Joel Hatch stated that SITLA is joining them in their lawsuit.
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Kevin Albrecht reported for Darren who asked to be excused.  Kevin passed out a handout of pictures taken on Friday up Ferron Canyon of the snow levels.  Usually the gates are by April 15th but due to the weather it will take a little longer.  The Pines Burn, up above the town of Emery, will start sometime in May determined by the moisture levels and readiness of the fuels.  The Graben Burn, up above Miller’s Flat, will start the end of June.  
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  None
Washington Delegation Staff:  Ron reiterated that they are engaged on all the issues previously reported.  As it pertains to the Wild Horses and Burros the understanding that the numbers have gone out of compliance as far as BLM’s numbers but a good portion of the problem related to WH&B lands squarely in the lap of Congress who has painted the BLM into a corner that they can’t get out of.  Too much of the discussion is being driven by people who have no understanding of WH&B, western ranges, multiple use, and public lands.  Too many people in many parts of the country have no historical understanding of the whole situation, but have only an emotional response.  So there has to be a big effort to educate and Congress will have to make the tough decisions related to WH&B.  
They are engaged with the Army Corp regarding the second basin up Huntington Canyon.  Ron introduced Hannah Lockhart from Senator Mike Lee’s Office and this is her first trip to Emery County Public Lands.  Hannah helps out with public lands issues here in Utah.  
Hannah stated they are also engaged in the WH&B issue.  Senator Lee is involved in the Bishop-Chaffetz Land Use Plan and is keeping up to speed on that and looking at all options.  They are currently working on some PILT legislation and a stand alone PILT Bill that would allow for counties to get the amount of money that they would see if they were able to tax the public land in their county.  They think bringing this bill forward would help some of the other Senators in the Eastern States understand the difficulty that the Western States go through in having so much public land and for them to get behind the bill.  
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Colton stated he was on the field trip with Garrick, Ray, Mistie, and Marcia last week and it was a real good opportunity to run into some land owners and ranchers which opened Marcia’s eyes to the reality of what is going on here.  In moving along with the Lands Bill they are hoping to have some draft legislation by this fall.  The congressional western caucus in the House have been pretty involved and are helping educate some of the east coast offices members in a lot of these public lands issues with a big focus on endangered species, and specifically, the Sage Grouse.  They will continue to work with these offices keeping them up to speed on what the real issues are.  The Department of Justice has just filed a motion to extend the May 12th listing date of the Gunnison Sage Grouse for another six months.  

Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Ray mentioned that Patricia Claybaugh, Price Office Field Manager, has retired and Ahmed Mohsen will be the acting Field Manager.
8.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Ray sent an email to the Council Members letting them know that there is a Work Meeting here in the Courthouse on May 20th at 10:00am to discuss with State Parks their proposal for the expansion of Goblin Valley.tington North Reservoir is full.  Cleveland Lake 3.1 in thousandsrage is 10 so it is a little above.ny Reservoir - they ew. e  This is an open meeting and everyone is free to attend but may not have a chance for any input as it is a work meeting for the Lands Council.  The council will also discuss the proposed Dry Wash Wildlife Forest Service project which proposes some activity within the Nelson Mountain Wilderness Area.  
9.  Concerned Citizens:  None.
10.  Adjourn:  Mark H. Williams made motion to adjourn, seconded by Bruce Wilson, meeting adjourned.
Minutes approved as recorded in June 3, 2014 PLC Meeting.

