Daggett Conservation District
Daggett County Courthouse

December 12, 2023
	12:30pm	


Attending:	Kolby Hullinger, Treasurer			Darrell Gillman, UACD
		Hugh Straatman, Supervisor			Jeremy Maycock, NRCS
		Steven Forbes, Supervisor			Jim Bowcutt, Utah Cons. Division
		Bryan Smith, Chairman			Jack Lytle, Daggett County
A.J. Olsen, Supervisor				Bruce Petersen, Clerk
						
Kolby Hullinger called the meeting to order at 12:30pm

The October 2023 meeting minutes were reviewed; a motion was made by Steve Forbes to approve the minutes, 2nd by Kolby Hullinger, motion passed.

Presentation by Jim Bowcutt;
Good legislative support for conservation
· Ag. Water Optimization; $30 million available, there was an increase in the funding limit per applicant, preservation of water rights for the applicant.
Application period is open now until 1/31
· Soil Health; Soil health in the west conference to be held Feb 6-8 in St. George
Opportunities for equipment grants.
· Ag. VIP; Program focuses on nutrient management plans.  Currently the funds available are under contract, future funding for this program is under discussion.
· Land Conservation Program; Easement program, current funding request of $5 million with a hope for continual funding.  Program leverages funding through NRCS, land trusts, cities and counties.
· ARDL: This loan program has funding of $25 million, there is a great deal of interest in the program and hopeful for continued funding.
· Pollinator Program; great deal of interest in this program with a likelihood of ongoing funding. 
· A discussion was held by the board and Jim Bowcutt on the issue of sale of state school land.

Finances
· Reviewed the November bank reconciliation report.  Check #1271 and #1276 have been void.
· Reviewed the Budget vs. Actual to date.
· Reviewed SERA reimbursement for the quarter.  The clerk will submit a reimbursement request.
· The following action was taken on current bills;
A motion by Steve Forbes to pay the following UACD auction costs of $41.18, and pay the clerk salary for the 1st quarter of FY24, (July-October 2023) $600.  The motion was seconded by Kolby Hullinger, motion passed. 
· A.J. Olsen reported that a bill will be coming for Hay and Soil Sampling conducted by the FFA class.  There were 8-10 participants so far.
· Kolby Hullinger reported that he will need to provide an email to the bonding agency in order to receive information and keep his bond active.

Other
· The clerk position was discussed.  The current clerk will continue in the position but asked that the board actively search for a replacement.  There was continued discussion about partnering with the county to fill this position.  Bryan Smith will try to find a suitable replacement.  
· There was a discussion on the need to upgrade the District’s computer.  This was tabled and will be considered when a new clerk is hired.

Partners 
FSA – a new director has been hired.   It was suggested that we invite the new director to a future board meeting.
NRCS – Jeremy  Maycock; would like to hold a Local Work Group meeting at the next board meeting.  He asked the board to be thinking about resource concerns and strategic funding pools.  The local office has hired a range conservationist, and will be filling a UACD partner position (Program Specialist Position).  He provided a brief update on snow-pack and soil moisture.
USU – The Uintah Basin Water Summit meeting will be held January 11th in Vernal.  The board was asked to consider a candidate for this year’s Golden Shovel Award.  The board will submit Lidia Walquist as this year’s recipient. The Manila Crop and Livestock School will be held on February 20th.  Suggested topics include; equine health, ARDL, and Water Optimization.
UACD – As mentioned by NRCS, the Vernal office will be hiring a partner position.  There will be Supervisor Training on March 6th in Heber City.  The trainer will be Ray Ledgerwood.  The Duchesne County Beef Expo will be held on Saturday Feb 13th.  
· A motion was made by A.J. Olsen to approve participation in these two meetings (supervisor training and the beef expo) and authorize SERA payments for those that attend.  The motion was seconded by Steve Forbes, the motion passed.
UGIP – Still looking for projects
Daggett County – Jack Lytle reported that Daggett County is participating with several WY counties on resource issues pertinent to both WY and UT.  He indicated that the District could be a participant.  There was a discussion about water issues in the Colorado River Basin. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by A.J Olsen, 2nd by Kolby Hullinger, motion carried.  1:30pm
Bruce Petersen, clerk
