Bicknell Town Council Meeting Minutes
December 7, 2023, 7:00 PM
I. WELCOME/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ ROLL CALL
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the meeting to order. Councilmembers present were: Bryan Brinkerhoff, Kerry Stevens, Weston Johnson, and Steve Albrecht. Others present were Carrie Brinkerhoff, Kelsey Brinkerhoff, Laura Lasco, Steven Deem, Gregg and Ellen Anderson, Donna Dalton, and Jim Dudelston. Scott was absent. Councilman Kerry Stevens led the Pledge of Allegiance.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk145495962]The minutes for the town council meeting on November 2, 2023, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. The council did not have any corrections. Steve motioned to approve the November 2, 2023 minutes, and Bryan seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Brinkerhoff, Stevens, Johnson, and Albrecht. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers.
The minutes for the CIB Public Hearing on November 2nd were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. The council did not have any corrections. Weston motioned to approve the CIB Public hearing minutes, and Bryan seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called—councilmembers voting yes: Johnson, Brinkerhoff, Stevens, Jonhson, and Albrecht. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers.
III. BUSINESS
Public Comment- Laura Lasco was glad planning and zoning went over the goals. She wished more people would come and get involved.
Laura Lasco- Laura Lasco was there to express concern about the town park lights. She says they shine right into her house. She would like the council to do something to change them. She had researched many studies about light pollution, and explained a lot of states are going to dark skies. The mayor explained how Bicknell town does not want to go dark skies. There was some discussion about Laura’s concerns. Laura felt like that the town should find a solution for the town park and going forward with projects looking for lights that don’t cause light pollution. The mayor has talked to Chad Williams, and they are going to try to fix the lights we have because we cannot replace those lights. The funds are not there. The mayor explained what was in the minutes and in the newsletter about the town park, and what was added, and we had received no negative remarks about the project. Laura suggested maybe Bicknell town look into having a lighting ordinance. Planning and zoning question why Laura had been to their meeting the night before, and then to town Council. They didn’t think she should’ve come to planning and zoning and the process of getting on the agenda should change. The mayor told Laura she would look into A few possibilities, but nothing is for sure. Laura thanked the council and excused herself.
Planning & Zoning Report- The planning commission met on Wednesday, December 5th everyone thought Rhett was in attendance. Laura Lasco was at their meeting talking about her unhappiness with the park lights. They did listen to her and ultimately went to the park and turned on the lights after the meeting but they didn’t feel like it was their responsibility and they passed it on to the town council. Ellen says there is no agenda for a lighting ordinance in the near future. Planning and zoning worked on goals for general plans and action steps to achieve the goals. She didn’t think a survey was necessary because all they were adding was financial. The Planning and Zoning Commission had a public hearing, and no input was given. They will meet on January 2 for their next meeting.
General plan survey- The council discussed that the general plan they are not changing anything big so there is no need to do another survey.
[bookmark: _Hlk155166635]Resolution No. 12-7-2023 - adopting the Six County Region Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan- The mayor explained why we needed to pass this, which is for the FEMA grant. There was some discussion and Steve made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 12-7-2023, and Weston seconded. There was a roll call vote where Johnson, Albrecht, Stevens, Johnson, and Brinkerhoff. All voted yes. Motion passes.
FEMB Bric grant- The mayor explained that the BRIC grant if we did get it, the town would have to come up with $300 to $400,000 which we would have to pass on to our water users. There was some discussion and ultimately the council thought it should be up to the town to decide if we keep going with the grant or not, it could raise their water bill up to $50 a month. Carrie will get the survey ready and sent out next week because we need to decide by January 12 if we want to keep going for the FEMA grant.
MEMBER REPORTS
Mayor Johnson- The mayor was supposed to go to CIB today but she had talked to Brock earlier and he said that they were probably going to offer a loan with 1.5% interest she didn’t think the town needed another payment so she pulled our application. We can apply again when there are more opportunities. They even talked about maybe renting a skid steer instead of purchasing. Sunrise Engineering will start the lead and copper. There is a meeting at the Townhall on Tuesday, December 12 at 11 o’clock about it.  The mayor talked to the engineers and the well drillers are 900 feet down they’re still in the ledge so they’re going to pull their drill out and run the data to see where the water is. The mayor thanked everybody for coming to the Christmas tree lighting on Saturday and said what a nice building the pavilion is now. The mayor explained how it was Bryan ‘s last meeting and thanked him and told him how much he was appreciated.
Weston- 
Kerry- Kerry, apologized for not putting up flags today. It slipped his mind.
Steve- There was snow on the memorial. Steve pushed it. There was another mention of getting Scott a snowblower, which the council agreed on. Noreen will get one ordered. Steve also questioned whether the cook shack railing was done the mayor explained David was waiting on parts.
Bryan- Bryan thanked the council for letting him be a part of it.
Carrie- Carrie was happy to announce the town got $36 of highway tax this month we passed this earlier in the year.
Scott- Scott was absent so the mayor gave his report. The mountain springs are producing 45 gallons a minute. He has filled the second tank it still has residue. He has been advised to overflow the tank to flush it out. He will do that when he gets back into town. Got the waterlines figured out at the high school and the new line is in.
Financial- A list of bills was presented to the council for payment approval. Kerry made a motion to pay the bills. Bryan seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Councilmembers voting yes: Albrecht, Johnson, Stevens, Johnson, and Brinkerhoff. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers.
 CLOSED SESSION/ ADJOURNMENT
Since there were no other items on the agenda, at 8:20, the mayor adjourned the meeting.

____________________________________Mayor _______________________________________Clerk
