WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
 DECEMBER 5, 2023
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:  by Mayor Byron Davis  
ROLL CALL:  

Council members in attendance:  Mayor Byron Davis; Council members: Edward Anderson, David Larsen, Brandon Rees, Ron Thompson, Clerk Kevin Washburn
Residents in attendance: Mikyn Galpin, Jeff Lamb, Hayden Nicholes, Brian Smith, Liz Rees, James Roberts, Tom Davis, Wendle Roberts, Ron Lamb
Others in attendance:  Cade Penny-Six County Association of Governments
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE--lead by Mayor Davis
PRAYER/INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT:  by Brian Smith 
MINUTES:  Minutes of the Wales Town Council meeting held November 7, 2023 was distributed by the town clerk.  Council member Thompson made a motion to accept the minutes as written; Council member Rees seconded the motion.
VOTE: In favor: Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson                            

  Opposed:  None
Motion carried.
Minutes of the CDBG grant application first hearing held November 7, 2023 was distributed by the town clerk.  Council member Rees made a motion to accept the minutes as written; Mayor Davis seconded the motion.

VOTE: In favor: Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson                            


  Opposed:  None
Motion carried.
INVOICES: A list of invoices for the month of November 2023 was distributed and reviewed by the town clerk. Council member Rees made the motion to approve payment of the invoices, and Council member Larsen seconded the motion. 

VOTE: In favor:  Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson

  Opposed:  NONE
Motion carried.

Mayor Davis introduced the newly elected town council members-Hayden Nicholes and James Roberts.  They will be sworn in at the January 2, 2024 town council meeting.
BUSINESS & PETITIONS:  
1. Business license for Bonnie White-Whisper Creek Children’s Library was presented.  The business had previously been approved by the planning and zoning commission.  Motion to approve the license was made by Council member Larsen and 2nd by Council member Thompson.

VOTE: In favor: Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson                            


  Opposed:  None

Motion carried.
2. Proposed revisions to Ordinance No. 2021-02 establishing and regulating the water department were reviewed and discussed.  Clerk Washburn explained that the main revision was to eliminate Section 7 which allows the town to bill a tenant for the water usage of the property he/she rents.  This change will require the town to bill the owner of the rental property for the water bill.  The owner can collect the cost of water from his/her renter in whatever way he/she chooses. 

Motion to approve the revisions was made by Council member Rees and seconded by Council member Larsen.
VOTE: In favor: Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson                            


  Opposed:  None

Motion carried.

3. An extension of 6 months to temporary ordinance No. 6-7-22(1) establishing a moratorium on all building permit approvals requiring a new connection to the city culinary water system was discussed.
Ron Lamb suggested that the town needs to track the water produced by the two wells and the spring as well as what the town actually uses.  Council member Rees explained that the spring production increased to 60 gpm last spring and that the south well has not been used very much.  This is because it pumps a lot of dirt for several hours before the water is clear enough to use.

Brian Smith recommended that the council could drop the moratorium and control growth in other ways.  Council member Rees said he would like to drop the moratorium but wants to know how much the wells and spring are producing to see if it is feasible to do so.  Council member Larsen noted that studies by Sunrise Engineering and Wall Engineering project that between 50 and 70 connections could be made with the existing water sources.

Council member Rees made a motion to extend the moratorium for 3 months, collect water production information during that period, and have at least two (2) meetings to study the data so the council can make a better-informed decision in 3 months.  The motion was seconded by Council member Larsen.

VOTE: In favor: Mayor Davis; Council members: Rees, Larsen                            


  Opposed:  Council members Anderson, Thompson
Motion carried.

4. Mikyn Galpin presented a plan to start a book-swap for the town citizens.  She informed the council that Sanpete County will no longer fund the bookmobile and it will be discontinued in June 2024. She has 100+ books she wants to make available to anyone who would like to be part of the book swap.  She asked if the town could provide some space in one of the buildings that she could use to keep the books.  It was suggested that the book swap may need other volunteers to help also.  Council member Rees suggested that the old fire station could be used by walling off a portion for that purpose.  Mayor Davis suggested that a committee could be formed for the project.  Clerk Washburn informed the council that the mayor and he had listened to a webinar last week from the state library board discussing ways to keep a library system going in the North Sanpete area after the bookmobile is discontinued.  This may be an alternative to the book swap idea.

Council member Rees proposed to create a committee including a council member as chair to study the book swap idea.  This will also meet the state library requirements of a local library committee; seconded by Council member Larsen.

 VOTE: In favor:  Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson

  Opposed:  NONE

Motion carried.

5. Council member Thompson discussed the need to have security cameras on the town buildings and park.  There has been some vandalism observed over the summer.  He said that a 4-camera system would cost about $300 plus the cost of a monitor to see what the cameras are viewing.  More cameras may be needed to cover the town hall, fire station and park areas.
Council member Rees proposed that the town commit $900 toward the project; seconded by Council member Thompson.

VOTE: In favor:  Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson

  Opposed:  NONE

Motion carried.
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS:
· Mayor:  Mayor Davis
Mayor Davis reported that Joe Bailey who bought a piece of ground just east of the Edmunds well asked him if he (Joe) could hook to the power box going to the well to get power to his property.  Mayor told him he would have to work with Rocky Mtn Power to get power.

Mayor explained that the town has made grant applications to two different sources: Governor’s Office for Economic Opportunities and the Community Development Block Grant fund.  Cade Penny of Six County Assoc. of Gov. explained that the CDBG grants are due to the state by January 31, 2024 to be awarded in June or 2024.
· Water:  Council member Rees
Wall Engineering is preparing the state required source protection plans for the wells and springs.  He is 90% complete.

Rees explained that the south well (Edmunds well) runs dirty when first turned on and needs to run for several hours to become clear.  It can run 50-80 gpm.

· Streets:  Council member Larsen 
Larsen noted that the street sealing and patching project was completed.

Mayor Davis pointed out that the new snowplow blade needs to be put on the truck.

· Cemetery:  Council member Thompson
Thompson informed the council that two burials took place last week.  
He also said he would bring the tractor from the cemetery back to the town hall.  He noted that the sprinkler and hydrant water lines have been winterized by Ecolife.
· Parks:  Council member Anderson—no report.
· Administration:  Town Clerk Washburn—no report.
Council member Rees made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Council member Anderson.
VOTE: In favor:  Mayor Davis; Council members: Anderson, Larsen, Rees, Thompson

  Opposed:  NONE

Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM
MINUTES APPROVED:
___________________________

_________________

     Mayor:  Byron L. Davis        


     Date
ATTEST:

__________________________


_________________
     Town Clerk:  Kevin E. Washburn 


     Date
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