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MEMORANDUM
TO: Members, Utah State Board of Education
FROM: Martell Menlove, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
DATE: June 6, 2014
ACTION: R277-607 Truancy Prevention (Amendment and Continuation)
Background:

1. R277-607 Truancy Prevention is amended to change terminology within the rule to make
the rule consistent with other Board rules. The rule as it existed is consistent with H.B. 399
Truancy Amendments, 2014 Legislative Session.

2. R277-607 Truancy Prevention is due for a five-year review and continuation consistent with
the Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act. The rule must be approved for continuation by
the Board or it will expire on October 23, 2014. Staff has reviewed R277-607 and
determined that the rule continues to be necessary.

Key Points:

1. The amendments provide the definition of LEA (consistent with other rules), remove school
district and charter school language, and insert LEA within the rule.

2. R277-607 continues to be necessary because it (1) directs LEAs to establish procedures for
informing parents about compulsory education laws; (2) encourages LEAs to monitor school
attendance and issue citations consistent with the law; and (3) encourages LEAS to provide
firm consequences for noncompliance.

Anticipated Action:

1. Itis proposed that the Law and Licensing Committee consider approving R277-607 on first
reading, as amended and, if approved by the Committee, the Board consider approving
R277-607, as amended, on second reading.

2. Itis proposed that the Law and Licensing Committee consider approving R277-607 for
continuation on first reading, and if approved by the Committee, the Board consider
approving R277-607 for continuation on second reading.

Contact: Brenda Hales, 801-538-7515
Carol Lear, 801-538-7835
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R277. Education, Administration.
R277-607. Truancy Prevention.
R277-607-1. Definitions.

A. “Absence” means a student®s non-attendance at school
for one school day or part of one school day.
B. *“Habitual truant” means a school-age minor who:

(1) i1s at least 12 years old;

(2) 1s subject to the requirements of Section
53A-11-101.5; and

(3)(@) is truant at least [ten]five times during one
school year; and

(b) Tfails to cooperate with efforts on the part of
school authorities to resolve the minor®s attendance problem
as required under Section 53A-11-103.

C. “Habitual truant citation” is a citation issued only
consistent with Section 53A-11-101.7.
D. “IEP team” means an Qlocal education agency

representative, a parent, a regular and special education
educator, and person qualified to interpret evaluation
results, in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA).

E. “LEA” means a local education agency, including local
school boards/public school districts and charter schools.

[E]JF. “Truant” means absent without a valid excuse.

[FIG. “Unexcused absence” means a student"s absence from
school for reasons other than those authorized under the
[ seheol—oer—distriect]LEA policy.

[6]H. “USOE” means the Utah State Office of Education.

[H]1. “Valid excuse” means an excuse for an absence from
school consistent with Section 53A-11-101(9) [anemay—inchude=
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R277-607-2. Authority and Purpose.

A. This rule is authorized by Utah Constitution Article
X, Section 3 which vests general control and supervision of
public education iIn the Board, Section 53A-1-401(3) which
permits the Board to adopt rules iIn accordance with its
responsibilities, and Sections 53A-11-101 through 53A-11-106
which direct educational entities and parents working on

behalf of children to [encourage——comphiance—with—the

and—eooperation—in—these—important—efForts]make efforts to
resolve school attendance problems of school-age minors who
are or _should be enrolled in LEAs.

B. The purpose of this rule is to direct [sehools/schoot
tHstricts—and—charter—schools]LEAs to establish procedures
for:

(1) informing parents about compulsory education laws;

(2) encouraging and monitoring school attendance
consistent with the law; and

(3) providing firm consequences for noncompliance.

C. This rule encourages meaningful incentives for
parental responsibility and directs [sehool—districts—and
charter—sehools]LEAs to establish ongoing truancy prevention
procedures in schools especially for students in grades 1-8.

R277-607-3. General Provisions.

A. Each [teecal——sechool—board—and—charter—sehool—]LEA
board shall develop a truancy policy that encourages regular,
punctual attendance of students, consistent with this rule and
53A-11-101 through 53A-11-105, and shall review the policy
annually.

B. [toecal—school—boards—and—charter—school]LEA boards
shall annually review attendance data and consider revisions
to policies to encourage student attendance.

C. [Thetoecal—schoolboardand—charter—sechoolboard]LEAS
shall make truancy polic[y]ies [shalH—be—]available for review
by parents or interested parties.

D. LEAs may issue [H]habitual truant citations [may—be
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+sstued—]to students consistent with Section 53A-11-101.7.

R277-607-4. [School/School—District—and €harter—School]LEA
Responsibilities.

A. [School—districts—and—<charter—schools]LEAs shall:

(1) establish definitions not provided in law or this
rule necessary to implement a compulsory attendance policy;

(2) include definitions of approved school activity under
Section 53A-11-101(9)(c) and excused absence to be provided
locally under Section 53A-11-101(9)(e);

(3) include criteria and procedures for preapproval of
extended absences consistent with Section 53A-11-101.3; and

(4) establish programs and meaningful incentives which
promote regular, punctual student attendance.

B. [School—districts—and—echarter—sehools]LEAs shall
include in their policies provisions for:

(1) notice to parents of the policy;

(2) notice to parents as discipline or consequences
progress; and

(3) the opportunity to appeal disciplinary measures.

C. [Sehool—districts—and—charter—schools]LEAs shall
establish and publish procedures [by—whieh]for use by school-
age minors or their parents [may]Jto contest notices of
truancy.

[R277-607-5- bilities.
E cehool _ hatd sth school

KEY: compulsory education, truancy

Date of Enactment or Last Substantive Amendment: [©ctober—16-
260712014

Notice of Continuation: [©ctober—23,—2009]2014

Authorizing, and Implemented or Interpreted Law: Art X Sec 3;
53A-1-401(3); 53A-11-101 through 53A-11-105



	June Law - R277-607 Board Memo
	June Law BU - R277-607

