
Minutes of the Bicknell Planning & Zoning Commission

Tuesday December 5, 2023, 6:45 - 8:00 pm
Bicknell Town Hall, 64 West 100 North Bicknell UT

Welcome and Call to order @ 6:45: Ellen Anderson

Public Hearing to solicit comments on General Plan.

Public in attendance:  Laura Lasco and Carrie Brinkerhoff.

Ellen began by explaining that every 5 years (or sooner) the General Plan gets updated to reflect the goals and priorities of the town.  2024 will be the 5th year.    

The Town Council has stated that they are comfortable with the General Plan visions and structure.  The goal is to amend the goals and action steps going forward.  There is one addition proposed which is ‘Financial and Operational’.  

Tonight's public hearing is for us to get information from the public on their thoughts.

Laura Lasco:  There needs to be more effort in the area of ‘Online Presence’.  There is the website and Facebook pages but updates don’t happen very often.  These need to include what is going on in the town so people know about it.  She mentioned the park and all the work that has gone into it and most people aren’t even aware of it.   She also mentioned that P&Z should write a little something in each newsletter talking about what we are working on to try to foster more interest.

There was some talk about encouraging economic development which would include working with the County and State economic development organizations.  
 
Exterior lighting was also brought up specifically for the new projects like the Memorial Park and the Town Park.  It was asked if lighting had to be on all night at the Memorial Park and if different lights could be used to limit the overflow of light from the desired area.  A lighting ordinance was recommended.  

There were no other comments so Ellen closed the public hearing at 6:59.

    

Regular Planning and Zoning Meeting

Roll Call: JaCee Johnson, Katie McDonald, Gregg Anderson, Ellen Anderson, Tony Jackson, Jim Dudleston, present. Rhett Jackson absent.

A motion was made by Gregg Anderson to approve the November minutes.  The motion was seconded by Jacee and unanimously approved.

The first item on the agenda is Laura Lasco:  
  
Laura had sent an outline of her problem/issue prior to the meeting and it had been seen by all members.

Park Lights
December 2023

Hello Everyone, my name is Laura Lasco. Thank you for allowing me
the time to discuss with you the Town Park new trespassing lighting
concerns. It is referred to ALAN, artificial light at night.
What is the difference between light trespassing and light pollution?
Known collectively as “light pollution,” there are three main
components: sky glow, light trespass and glare. Sky Glow =
brightening of the night sky over inhabited areas. Light Trespass =
light that shines where it is not needed or wanted. Glare = excessive
brightness that causes visual discomfort.
New research is showing that artificial night lights are affecting
people’s:
Circadian clock, that is the Earth has a 24 hour cycle of dark
and light and our biological system has adapted to this. When there
is too much light at night, our biological clock does not react
favorable. It causes subtle changes we may not feel day to day but
it is leading to a lot of health consequences down the road like
cognitive declines, heart disease, inflammatory disease and several
types of cancer including breast, prostrate and Hodgkins
Lymphoma. Some up to 10-14% increase.
Data is being shared between the CDC, NIH, NASA and others.
They are all finding similar results.
I am not here to go on about all of this in detail but Carrie assured
me she would email you all some of the research I found.

Possible Solutions:

1. If possible to adapt lights with downlight shades, or replace with
low cost ones that do.
2. Change park hours to closes at dark so there is no need for these
invasive lights.
3. Looking around at other town parks and the bicknell community
center, one does not see these types of lights that were installed at
the park. Who made these decisions? Did they think to research the
impact of the people who live in the area of the park.
4. Use lower wattage.
5. Use security cameras after dark instead of lights.
6. Turn off all lights at 11:00
7. Torrey saves almost $1000 a year replacing their street lights with
the down lights and lower wattage.
8. Write grants for lighting.
Just a note:
Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming, all
neighboring states have light pollution laws now. Utah is not far
behind. Why don't we get ahead of the game and put policies in
force now.

Also, new bike and walking trails-will they have trespassing lights?

Laura stated that she was having a huge problem with new park lights and invited anyone to come over and take a look.  She stated that there were a wide variety of lights available that would light the desired area without casting bright light where it wasn’t needed or wanted.   Laura went on to discuss the points brought up in her outline/letter.

The installed streetlight in the back corner of the park was also brought up as a problem.  

Ellen thanked Laura for her comments and particularly the included proposed solutions.  Ellen stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission would do a little research to see what if anything could be done     

Katie brought up the lighting at the Veterans Memorial also and wondered if the lighting could be turned down a little at night.  

Ellen assured Laura that the commission would do some research and get back to her.  

The next thing on the agenda are the Goals in the General Plan:

Community Future Goals


1. Keep the majority of traffic on the highway and not on side streets.
2.  Maintain and protect existing zones - This was moved to ‘Land use Goals’.
Jim brought up the fact that you cannot restrict development based on ‘water’.  At most you can have a moratorium for a short period of time but you cannot say “Development can only happen if we have ample water”.

This item was removed.

There was discussion on the creation of an emergency preparedness plan and this was added to Goal 1 after adding ‘safety’ to the goal.

2.  Maintain safe and orderly neighborhoods by following existing ordinances.

Find funding for traffic control signs to slow traffic and maintain safety within Bicknell town.

The final result for Community Future Goals are:

Community Future Goals
Goal 1: To protect and preserve the rural atmosphere, values, safety and lifestyle of Bicknell. 
Action steps:
1. Keep the majority of traffic on the highway and not on side streets.
2. Maintain safe and orderly neighborhoods by following existing ordinances.
3. Find funding for traffic control signs to slow traffic and maintain safety within Bicknell town.
4. Create an emergency preparedness plan.

Goal 2:  Maintain a Family Friendly Community.
Action steps:  
1. Keep the grounds and equipment of the town park and Heritage Memorial safe and in good condition.
2. Encourage the County swimming pool to be built in Bicknell Town.
3. Encourage family friendly activities such as community picnics, July 24th celebration, Christmas tree lighting, and other community activities.

Land Use Goals
	
	Maintain and protect the town’s two zones:  This was covered in Goal 1 of Community Future Goals and fits in better under Land Use Goals.  Removed from Goal 1 above.

	There was some discussion on annexing nearby neighborhoods.  This will be left in.  

The final Land Use Goals looks like this:
Land Use Goals
Goal 1:  Provide a stable and attractive environment throughout the town.		
Action steps:  
1. Maintain and protect the town’s two zones:   Commercial Residential Zone, and Residential Agricultural Zone. 
2. Follow the spirit and intent of the General Plan when reviewing applications for changes in land use and zoning.
3. Improve and maintain zoning and land use maps.
4. Work toward annexing nearby neighborhoods that use Bicknell infrastructure services.

Ellen asked everyone to review ‘Other short term goals’ at the bottom of the general plan and look at where they will fit into the existing goals.

Ellen also stated that the Town Council is not going to review the ADU ordinance until after the first of the year.

There was discussion on the building under construction at the west end of 100 N and the building inspector had signed off on it and Noreen had signed off on the building permit.    

This will be Greg’s last meeting with the Planning and Zoning Commission.  He is moving on to the Town Council in January.  Ellen thanked him for his service on the commission.

Since the Ordinance states the Planning and Zoning Commission will consist of from 5 to 7 members, Ellen is going to suggest to Noreen that we release Rhett Jackson from the commission since he has been unable to attend for the past year and just move to a 5 member commission.  Everyone agreed.  

The meeting was adjourned.  
       

