
TOURISM TAX ADVISORY BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 26, 2023 

 
Commissioner Victor Iverson called the meeting of the Tourism Tax Advisory Board of 
Washington County to order at 9:30 AM on Thursday, October 26, 2023, in Conference Room 
#182 of the Washington County Administration Building, 111 East Tabernacle, St. George, UT. 
Those in attendance: Tourism Tax Advisory Board: Dorothy Heers, Brett Burgess, Kevin Smith, 
Nate Wells and Ken Neilson. Others in attendance include Deputy County Attorney Steven 
Scott, Commissioner Victor Iverson, Tourism Director Brittany McMichael, and Tourism staff 
members Sara Otto, Joyce Kelly, Trista Nielson, Chad McWilliams and Heath Hansen. 
  
WELCOME 
 
Commissioner Victor Iverson welcomed all in attendance and determined that a quorum existed 
for voting on action items.  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AUGUST 24, 2023 MINUTES 
 
MOTION: Motion by Ken Neilson to approve the August 24, 2023 Minutes. Motion 

seconded by Nate Wells and carried by a unanimous vote.  
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Ms. McMichael reported that 2023 TRT, January through August is down three percent (-3%) 
from 2022. 2023 hotel occupancy is the same as 2022, ADR is up point nine percent (0.9%), 
from 2022 and RevPar is up one percent (1%) 2022. Zion National Park visitation is down four 
percent (-4%) from January through September of 2022 and down eleven percent (-11%) from 
the same time in 2021. Visitation to St. George Regional Airport (SGU) is up six percent (6%) 
from January through September of 2022. 
  
Brittany spoke about the success of the Utah Tourism Conference which was hosted in 
Washington County in September. 
 
Brittany also spoke about the new additions to the Greater Zion team and the completion of 
various tourism projects as well as the status of ongoing projects and initiatives. 
 
FILM UPDATE 
 
Joyce Kelly reported that chapters one and two of the Horizon film Saga had been announced. 
The first installment is set to open on June 28, 2024 and the second is set to open on August 16, 
2024.  
 
 
 



MARKETING REPORT 
 
Sara Otto introduced Sydney Furton who reported on the industry and travel trends in 
Washington County.  
 
 
DIXIE CENTER FINAL BOND PAYMENT 
 
Steven Scott, Washington County Deputy Attorney, presented a request from Washington 
County to pay the remaining Dixie Center CIB bond payment of $1,674,703.49 from TRT 
(Transient Room Tax) funds.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Kevin Smith to Recommend Funding as Presented  

Motion seconded by Dorothy Heers and carried by a unanimous vote.  
 
 

2024 BUDGET REVIEW AND APPROVAL: 
 
Ms. McMichael presented the proposed budget.  
 
(See attached budget).  
 
MOTION: Motion by Brett Burgess to Recommend the 2024 Budget to the Commission. 

Motion seconded by Ken Neilson and carried by a unanimous vote.  
 
  
Marketing Partnership Agreement Request 
 
Copper Rock Golf Course is seeking ninety-two thousand dollars ($92,000) for a marketing 
sponsorship package to market and promote its 2024 Epson Copper Rock Championship and its 
LPGA Senior Championship. The funding recommendation is ninety-two thousand dollars 
($92,000.) 
 
MOTION: Motion by Ken Neilson to Recommend Funding as Presented.  

Motion seconded by Nate Wells and carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
 
Non-Profit Sports Event Funding Requests 
 
Utah Prospects Inc. is seeking thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to offset tournament and hotel 
costs during its Great Western Classic Basketball Tournament. The funding recommendation is 
twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000.) 
 
MOTION: Motion by Dorothy Heers to recommend Funding as Presented.  

Motion seconded by Brett Burgess and carried by a unanimous vote.  
 



Non-Profit Marketing Sponsorship Requests 
 
The St. George Area Chamber of Commerce is seeking thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for the 
printing and distribution of its St. George Area Guide. The funding recommendation is ($30,000) 
dollars. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Kevin Smith to recommend Funding as Presented.  

Motion seconded by Ken Neilson and carried by a unanimous vote.  
 
Arts to Zion is seeking $12,000 to offset its costs to film, promote and market its Crossroads: 
Change in Rural America - Traveling Smithsonian Exhibit. The funding recommendation is 
twelve thousand ($12,000) dollars. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Nate Wells to recommend Funding as Presented.  

Motion seconded by Dorothy Heers and carried by a unanimous vote.  
 

 
BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS 
 
Brett Burgess reported on the progress of the new film studio, set to begin construction in 2024.  
Nate Wells reported that visitation to Zion National Park and Springdale has increased recently, 
bringing more overnight stays to the area. He also stated that the park and its stakeholders are in 
the design phases of construction of the Pa Rus Trail extension. Kevin Smith shared that sales for 
2024 are going well and the future additional seating has allowed for bigger concert performers 
to come to Tuacahn. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Brett Burgess to adjourn. Motion seconded by Kevin Smith and 

carried by a unanimous vote.  
 
 
The next meeting will be held on December 7, 2023.  

Minutes prepared by Jamie Allen  
Adjourned at 12:02 PM 
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