M I N U T E S (Unapproved Draft)
UTAH CONSERVATION COMMISSION (UCC) MEETING
Regular Meeting, February 14, 2013
Location, Salt Lake City, UT
ATTENDANCE:
Leonard M. Blackham, Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), Standing UCC Chair 
Appointed Conservation District (CD) Supervisor UCC Voting Members:

S. Bruce Karren, Zone 1 
Doug Bateman, Zone 2 
Alan Brown, Zone 3 

Don Probert, Zone 4

Allen Henrie, Zone 5

Bob Barry, Zone 7 
Standing Ex-Officio UCC Voting Members:

Wendell Stembridge, President, Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
V. Phillip Rasmussen, UT State University Extension (USU) 
Kevin Carter, Director, Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 

Jerry Caldwell, Utah Weed Supervisor Association President

Walt Baker, Water Quality Division, Utah Department of Environmental Quality, 
Jay Tanner, Chair, State Grazing Advisory Board

Lowell Braxton, Vice Chair, State Grazing Advisory Board

Commission Members Absent:

Mike Styler, Director, Department of Natural Resources

Ed Bench, Zone 6

Alternate UCC Members (Non-voting):

Daryl Noyes, Zone 4

Stuart Bowler, Zone 5

Joe Begay, Zone 7

Conservation Partners Representatives:

Gordon Younker, Executive Vice President, UT Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Bracken Henderson, Zone 1 Coordinator, UACD

Desiree Van Dyke, Zone 2 Coordinator, UACD

Conservation Partners Representatives: con’t

Daniel Gunnell, Zone 3 Coordinator, UACD

David Pace, Zone 4 Coordinator, UACD

Tracy Balch, Zone 4 Assistant Coordinator, UACD

Tyce Palmer, Zone 5 Coordinator, UACD 
Darrell Gillman, Zone 6 Coordinator, UACD 
Roger Barton, Zone 7 Coordinator, UACD

Loralie Cox, Education Coordinator, UACD

Reed Smith, Davis/Weber Counties District Manager

Dustin Rowley, Utah County CD Manager

David Brown, State Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

Department of Agriculture and Food:

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Executive Director
Sherie Edginton, Executive Secretary, UCC, GIP & Marketing 

Jay Olsen, Environmental Stewardship Specialist

Clint Hill, Box Elder District Manager

Richard Sandberg, Administrator, Agricultural Loans Section
Roberta Valdez, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section

Karen Rhynsburger, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section
Rob Hougaard, Director, Plant Ind.

Rich Riding, Weed Specialist, Plant Ind.

Guests:
Robert L Newhall, USU Extension Service

Teryl Roper, USU, COA

John Whitehead, DEQ, DWQ

Don Hall, DEQ/DWQ

Gary Jacketta, Davis County CD

Neil Johnson, Grantsville CD

Jason Morgan, Morgan CD

Fred Thurston, Morgan CD

Todd Wardell, Morgan CD

Mike Larson, Sanpete County CD

Loyd Jessop,  Dixie CD

Blaine Nebeker, San Juan CD

Ted Curtis, San Rafael CD
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION

1. Approval of September 10 and November  7, 2012 Meeting Minutes
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2.
Allocation of ARDL Funds to Zones
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3.
Ratify ARDL Loans
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4.
Changes to Technical Assistance Grant and Name Change
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UCC MEETING - CALL TO ORDER 

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food Commissioner, Leonard Blackham, Utah Conservation Commission (UCC) Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:11 AM.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Blackham indicated that the September 10, 2012 and November 7, 2012 conference call meeting minutes draft were distributed electronically and to some by hard copy with this meeting notice.  Mike Styler’s name needs to be corrected.  He asked for action on these minutes.  The motion was made by Wendell Stembridge to approve the September 10, 2012 and November 7, 2012 UCC meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Doug Bateman.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Commissioner Blackham reported on legislation that could affect the conservation districts and the Department of Agriculture and Food.  The Governor has recommended $2.5 million in new money for UDAF.  $2 million would go toward fighting invasive species and catastrophic fire.  $.5 million would to go toward large scale projects for the Grazing Improvement Program.  SB57 pertains to the Environmental Stewardship program, which was put into code last legislative session.  There is a Taskforce bill that will address water quality issues and agriculture, which would keep Utah in charge of our water quality programs and not EPA.    HB148 will give CDs the ability to close meetings to discuss and approve confidential information concerning NRCS projects.  There is certainty that the only information kept on record for the Environmental Stewardship Certificate program would be the name of the producer.  
CATOSTROPHIC FIRES
Commissioner Blackham reported UDAF has been charged by the Governor to form a task force to write a plan to prevent catastrophic wildfire statewide.  The task force has met three times so far.  They plan is to divide the state into 6 areas for study and regional committees will be formed for each area.  The committees will then write a plan specific to that area to reduce the chances of wildfire, and prioritize the highest risk areas in the regions.  The task force hopes to have the regional plans written by this fall.  
POSSIBLE UTAH RESEARCH CHECK-OFF FOR GRAINS AND OIL SEEDS
Mr. Teryl Roper, USU Director of the Plant, Soils and Climate Department, proposed to the Commission to establish a small grain and oilseed commission in Utah.  The research needs of plant agriculture in Utah have been largely supported through federal funds coming to the Utah Agricultural Experiment Station at USU and through federal competitive grants.  He proposes that under the Utah Code, the Utah Small Grain and Oilseed Commission be established by action of the legislature.  Fund collected from a check-off at the time of sale, would give Utah growers a voice in research for grains and seeds. The Commission would collect about $150,000 per year to be used to fund research.  The Commissioner asked the members of the Commission that have grain and seed production in their zone to ask producers to attend a meeting locally about forming a new small grain and oilseed commission. He would like the meetings held before the June UCC meeting. The major grain and seed producing counties in the state are Box Elder, Juab and San Juan counties.  
SUSTAINABLE GRAZING – SOUTHERN UTAH FOREST REPORT
Mr. Bill Hopkin, Director, Utah Grazing Improvement Program, reported a sustainable grazing committee was formed to study the effects of grazing practices on the three national forests in Southern Utah. Several entities were involved, including some environmental groups.  The group studied the reason for aspen decline, seed head on grasses and trampling of riparian areas.  They studied the impact on sustainable grazing on rural communities.  They looked at length of grazing and when cattle were grazed.  There were twenty four different grazing practices that were looked at.  The complete report is on the Grazing Improvement website.  
INVASIVE WEEDS – 2012 REPORT – 2013 APPLICATIONS
Mr. Rob Hougaard, Director, Plant Industry, reported on the invasive species projects for 2012.  There were 31 projects funded that totaled $900,233 with a total of 41,263 acres treated.  Plant Industry is now accepting applications for invasive weed projects for 2013 and are due in their office by March 1.  
How to handle and recognize noxious and invasive weeds needs to be taught in the local schools through Ag in the Classroom or the FFA program.  This year’s Current Issue for the Utah Envirothon is range management, which invasive weeds is a huge part of a healthy rangeland.  It might be useful to have a trailer the can go to different events that teaches the public about noxious weeds.
AGRICULTRE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT LOAN (ARDL) UPDATE
Mr. Dick Sandberg ARDL Loan Director, reported on the ARDL program status as of January 31, 2j013. 
	ARDL Bank Account
	$975,577

	Investment Account
	$7,651,640

	Cash Total
	8,627,216

	Undisbursed Loans
	$739,486

	Loan Applications in Process
	$2,031,687

	Zone Allocations
	$1,529,933

	Applications & Zone Funds Total
	$3,561,620

	Net Cash Position
	$4,326,110

	Legislative Appropriation
	$21,549,037

	Principal Balance of Loans
	$20,218,485

	Undisbursed Funds
	$739,486

	Total
	$20,957,971

	Contracted Loans
	540

	Active Applications
	27

	Average Contracted Loan Size
	$38,811

	Loans 30 Days Past Due
	33

	Principal Repayments Year to Date
	$3,395,055

	Interest Payments
	$563,309

	Penalty Payments
	$5,153

	Total
	$3,963,517

	Loans Paid Off
	63

	New Loans
	26

	Average New Loan Size
	$58,415

	TA Fees Paid to UACD Year to Date
	$58,416


Zone Allocations
	Zone Coordinator
	Zone #
	12/31/2013
	Add/Del
	Balance

	Bracken Henderson
	Zone 1
	$390,041
	$700,000
	$1,090,041

	Desiree Van Dyke
	Zone 2
	$(203,567)
	$600,000
	$396,433

	Ray Loveless
	Zone 3
	$182,812
	$100,000
	$282,812

	David Pace
	Zone 4
	$462,659
	$1,000,000
	$1,462,659

	Tyce Palmer
	Zone 5
	$141,094
	$800,000
	$941,094

	Darrell Gillman
	Zone 6
	$217,420
	$500,000
	$717,420

	Roger Barton
	Zone 7
	$381,059
	$436,955
	$818,014

	Totals
	
	$1,571,518
	$4,136,955
	$5,708,473


A motion to approve the Zone Allocations for 2013 was made by Mr. Bruce Karren, seconded by Mr. Alan Brown. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
Ms. Karen Rhynsburger, ARDL Loan Specialist, reported on a loan to Gibbons Farm Holdings, LLC for a total amount of $202,231.  The purpose is to purchase a new pivot to replace existing wheel lines.    A motion was made to ratify the loan by Mr. Doug Bateman, seconded by Mr. Bob Barry.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
COMMISSION BUSINESS

Mr. Thayne Mickelson, UCC Executive Director, reported at the September 10 UCC meeting the Commission voted to offer a monetary gift with the Graham Quate award.  The funding was not found for last year’s award.  We will try to find funding for this year’s award.  It was asked if state and federal employees are allowed to receive a cash award.  
Mr. Mickelson reported on proposed changes in the Technical Assistance grant program.  At the May 22, 2012 Commission meeting a discussion was held regarding the allocation of TA grants from the Commission.  It was proposed that the UCC allocate grants to the state-wide and multi-zone project grant applications and then the balance of the funds be split evenly among the Districts instead of evenly among the Zones.  Then if the Districts chose to, they could allocate the funds to the Zone for larger projects.  The program purpose was established to provide year to year funds to help with  projects, such as education, special projects, outreach programs and hiring of staff. It was proposed to change the name from Technical Assistance to District Assistance grants.  A motion was made to divide the Technical Assistance grants evenly among the Conservation Districts, and to change the name to District Assistance grants, by Mr. Joe Begay, seconded by Mr. Alan Brown. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
The approval for the Statewide grants will be approved at the March 18 UCC meeting.

CONSERVATION FIELD DAY

Mr. Bob Barry, Zone 7 Representative, reported the 2013 Utah Conservation Field Day will be held in San Juan Conservation District, June 20.  The tour will include dry farm operations.  The UCC meeting will be held the day before at the college in Blanding.  
UTAH ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP CERTIFICATE UPDATE

Mr. Jay Olsen, Environmental Stewardship Specialist, reported the newest draft was sent to the Commission via email.  The format has been changed to address water quality issues and the definition of a certified planner was changed to reflect Utah Code. The NRCS accepted practice where listed in the booklet.  The Commissioner asked for volunteers to fill out the certification booklet to see if there are any more changes to be made.  
SAGE GROUSE STATE PLAN UPDATE

Commissioner Blackham reported the Sage Grouse plan has not been finalized yet.  Private land will still be a volunteer program for landowners.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services still needs to approve the latest revision.  Mr. David Brown, NRCS State Conservationist, reported NRCS is moving ahead on project plans based on the latest draft.  If the sage grouse is listed as an endangered species, the plans that are being implemented now will be an approved practice for 30 years.  The final version of the plan should go before the Governor this week.  
CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

1.
Legislative Breakfast: Feb 15, Capitol Building  
2.
UCC Meeting:  Mar 18, St George

3.
Utah Water Users Workshop:  Mar 19-20, St George

4.
UCC Meeting:  June 19, Blanding

5.
Utah Conservation Field Day:  June 20, San Juan County

6.
UCC Meeting (joint water quality meeting?):  Sept 3, Heber City???

7.
Wallsburg Watershed Project Tour: Sept 3 or 4? Heber City????

8.
UCC Meeting:  Nov 6, St George

9.
UACD Convention:  Nov 7-8, St George 
ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned 11:57 A.M. 
Sherie Edginton, Conservation Program Secretary

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrative Officer   
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