M I N U T E S (Unapproved Draft)
UTAH CONSERVATION COMMISSION (UCC) MEETING
Regular Meeting, March 12, 2012
Location, St George, UT
ATTENDANCE:
Leonard M. Blackham, Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), Standing UCC Chair 
Appointed Conservation District (CD) Supervisor UCC Voting Members:

S. Bruce Karren, Zone 1 via conference call 
Alan Brown, Zone 3 

Douglas Pace, Zone 4

Allen Henrie, Zone 5

Ed Bench, Zone 6 
Joe Begay, Zone 7

Standing Ex-Officio UCC Voting Members:

Bob Barry, acting for Wendell Stembridge, President, Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Mike Style, Director, Department of Natural Resources

Robert Newhall, acting for V. Phillip Rasmussen, UT State University Extension (USU) 
Kevin Carter, Director, Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 

Jay Tanner, UDAF State Grazing Advisory Board Chair
Lowell Braxton, Utah State Grazing Advisory Board vice chair

Jerry Caldwell, Utah Weed Supervisor Association President

John Whitehead, acting for Walt Baker, Water Quality Division, Utah Department of Environmental Quality

Commission Members Absent:

Doug Bateman, Zone 2 
Alternate UCC Members (Non-voting):

Spencer Holmgren, Zone 1, via conference call
Logan Wilde, Zone 2
Alternate UCC Members (Non-voting): Cont’d
Sid Smart, Zone 3
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Gordon Younker, Executive Vice President, UT Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Bracken Henderson, Zone 1 Coordinator, UACD

Lindsey Brooker, Zone 2 Coordinator, UACD
Desiree Van Dyke, Zone 2 Coordinator, UACD

Lars Christensen, Zone 3 Coordinator, UACD

David Pace, Zone 4 Coordinator, UACD

Tyce Palmer, Zone 5 Coordinator, UACD 
Darrell Gillman, Zone 6 Coordinator, UACD 
Roger Barton, Zone 7 Coordinator, UACD, 
Loralie Cox, Education Coordinator, UACD

David Brown, State Conservationist, NRCS
Department of Agriculture and Food:

Kyle R. Stephens, Deputy Commissioner
Ron Davidson, Director, Conservation & Resource Management (C&RM)
Thayne Mickelson, UCC Admin. Officer, C&RM
Sherie Edginton, UCC Program Secretary, C&RM

Richard Sandberg, Administrator, Agricultural Loans Section, C&RM
Rich Leyba, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section, C&RM
W.D Robinson, Environmental Quality Specialist, C&RM 
Ray Loveless, AFO Coordinator, C&RM
Robert Hougaard, Director, Plant Industry

Guests:
Nate Daugs, UACD

Bob Fotheringham, Cache County

Michael Larson, Sanpete County CD

Bill Rasmussen, Uintah County CD

Jeff Studenka, DWQ

Don Hall, DWQ
Jim Bowcutt, DWQ
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION

1. Meeting minutes of August 29 and November 1, 2011
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UCC MEETING - CALL TO ORDER 

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food Commissioner, Leonard Blackham, Utah Conservation Commission (UCC) Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:19 AM.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Blackham indicated that the August 29, 2011 and November 1, 2011 meeting minutes draft was distributed electronically and to some by hard copy with this meeting notice.  He asked for action on these minutes.  The motion was made by Mr. Alan Brown to approve the, August 29 and November 1, 2011 UCC meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Joe Begay.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Commissioner Blackham reported the legislature passed $1 million in invasive species grant funding.  The grants can be up to $150,000 to 200,000.  The bill for conservation easements didn’t pass.  A bill was passed that makes it illegal to take pictures on an agriculture operation to cause harm to the operation.  The bill to change the agriculture protection law died in committee.  SB77 passed, which protects surface landowners against mineral production and unreasonable damages to crops and property. There are lawsuits pending on streambed access.  In Montana the state supreme court stated that the state does not own the streambeds.  
There were 7 recommendations bill recommendations from the water taskforce.  3 of the 7 bills passed.  One bill that didn’t pass was based on a Supreme Court decision that states that the State Engineer cannot look at prior non use of water shares when making a change application decision.  There was a bill that passed that will raise the big game tag by $5.00 that will go to coyote control.  
HB2 addressed Resource Conservation Appropriation and funding cannot be given to a nongovernmental agency without being funded through a department of the state government.  The bill doesn’t change the amount of money that is appropriated for conservation.  
WATERSHED RESTORATION INITIATIVE UPDATE
Mr. Mike Styler, Director, Department of Natural Resources, reported on projects that were completed in 2011.  The reported he circulated should the different funding sources for 2011.  BLM was the biggest contributor.  There were 110, 294 acres treated and $13.8 million spent to fund projects. Even with all the acres treated, part of which was for Sage Grouse, Mr. Styler is afraid the San Juan Sage Grouse will still be listed on the Endangered Species List.
GRAZING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Mr. Jay Tanner, State Grazing Board Chair, reported on the projects from 2006 through 2011.  There were 74 projects that were not able to be funded because of the lack of funds.  Ideas for future GIP project funding is working private land owners who hold CWMUs to get 1 additional wildlife permit, it they would donate the money from the wildlife tag to GIP projects, or to work with wildlife groups to provide grants for rangeland improvement.  
AGRICULTURE SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE REPORT

Commissioner Blackham reported on the expansion of the Legacy Highway.  Many of the routes planned by UDOT would cut through prime farmland and conservation easements in Davis County.  The original route was planned over 30 years ago, and is still the best route for the road.  Most communities preserved the route, except one who has allowed development on the planned route.  UDOT changed the planned routes to cut through the prime farmland to save marginal wetlands along the Bluff route, because of federal mandates.  The farmers and Davis County CD organized to show the impact on the planned routes on the farming communities.  UDOT is now trying to change the route back to the original route.  Because the state has the power of eminent domain they are forced to save marginal wetlands, but a private develop is not held to the same rules, they can just mitigate, then develop on the wetlands.
A new problem that threatens farmland is the endangered June Sucker, in Utah County.  The Commissioner is asking the Conservation Districts to get more proactive in protecting farmland.  NRCS has $4 million in farm and ranchland protection money that isn’t being used because there isn’t a source for the matching funds.
AFO/CAFO RULE
Mr. John Whitehead, Department of Water Quality, reported for over a year DWQ and UDAF have been working to update the AFO/CAFO rule.  EPA doesn’t like the wording for agriculture discharge and agriculture water.  The state program needs to be at least as effective as the federal rules.  DWQ will still use the old rules until the new rule is approved.  
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Mr. Ray Loveless, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, Water Quality, reported the Utah Conservation Commission is required by statute to develop the certification of environmental stewardship (UCES), which is applicable to each agriculture sector, including: best management practices, technical standards, nutrient management plans.  The UCES would support environmentally responsible agriculture production, and provide an alternative to regulatory permits.  To become certified, agriculture producers must complete 3 comprehensive steps:  completion of approved educational courses, conduct an on-farm risk assessment and application, develop and implement an action plan addressing potential environmental risks.  Certification is voluntary, and will be valid for 3 years.
NON-POINT SOURCE UPDATE

Mr. Jim Bowcutt, Department of Water Quality, reported in FY2011, the state received $1,541,000 in 319 funds.  Of these funds, $708,079 was used for staffing and support, while the remaining $882,921 was dedicated to 4 projects with the majority of the funding going to the targeted Weber Watershed Basin, and the Utah Watershed Coordinators.  In addition to the FY2011 funds, Utah continues to manage five other federal grand awards, which have been expended to a varied degree.
Mr. Bowcutt is working on the revision of the non-point source plan.  This plan should be revised every 5 years.  EPA is requiring the plan revision be complete by 2013.  
WATER MANAGEMENT

Mr. Bob Fotheringham, Cache County Water Manager, reported on water planning and water banking in the Cache Valley.  If water shares are placed in a water banking system, they are not subject to forfeiture.  State sanctioned water banking will help conserve water rights, because developing new water supplies are very expensive and water supplies are fixed.
AGRICULTURE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT LOAN (ARDL) UPDATE

Agriculture Resource Development Loan (ARDL) Program Update

Mr. Richard Sandberg, ARDL Loan Director, reported on the ARDL program status as of February 29, 2012. 
	ARDL Bank Account
	$283,196

	Investment Account
	$6,110,184

	Cash Total
	6,393,380

	Undisbursed Loans
	$779,727

	Loan Applications in Process
	$2,255,176

	Zone Allocations
	-$258,057

	Applications & Zone Funds Total
	$1,997,119

	Net Cash Position
	$3,616,534

	Legislative Appropriation
	$21,046,530

	Principal Balance of Loans
	$22,145,390

	Undisbursed Funds
	$779,727

	Total
	$22,925,117

	Contracted Loans
	585

	Active Applications
	31

	Average Contracted Loan Size
	$39,188

	Loans 30 Days Past Due
	25

	Principal Repayments Year to Date
	$3,424,357

	Interest Payments
	$597,105

	Penalty Payments
	$5,036

	Total
	$4,026,498

	Loans Paid Off
	78

	New Loans
	$1,703,160

	Average New Loan Size
	$50,093

	TA Fees Paid to UACD Year to Date
	$65,507


Proposed Zone allocations are as follows:

	Zone Coordinator
	Zone #
	12/31/2011
	Add/Del
	Balance

	Bracken Henderson
	Zone 1
	$260,556.00
	$4000,000.00
	$660,556.00

	Desiree Van Dyke
	Zone 2
	$131,433.00
	
	$131,433.00

	Lars Christensen
	Zone 3
	$(102,188.00)
	$300,000.00
	$197,812.00

	David Pace
	Zone 4
	$262,647.00
	$600,000.00
	$862,647.00

	Tyce Palmer
	Zone 5
	$261,316.00
	$400,000.00
	$661,316.00

	Darrell Gillman
	Zone 6
	$(494,102.00)
	1,000,000.00
	$505,898.00

	Roger Barton
	Zone 7
	$(577,719.00)
	$964,359.00
	$386,640.00

	Totals
	
	$(258,057.00)
	$3,664,359.00
	$3,406,302.00


A motion to approve the ARDL fund allocations to the Zones was made by Mr. Ed Bench, seconded by Mr. Doug Pace.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
ARDL Maximum Loan Limit

Mr. Sandberg reported in accordance with Part 9, Paragraph D of the Policies and Guidelines, the total borrowings from the ARDL program by any one entity will be limited to $1,146,008 for the year ending December 31, 2012.  A motion was made to approve the maximum ARDL loan amount for 2012, by Mr. Ed Bench, seconded by Mr. Doug Pace.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

Mr. Sandberg announced the ARDL loan department is planning to meet with the 3 NRCS areas to help establish better communications for develop ARDL loans that as matching for NRCS grants.

CONSERVATION DISTRICT PROGRAM REVIEW

Commissioner Blackham reported Governor Herbert has ordered that all branches of the government be streamlined.  UDAF is the state agency responsible for administration of the conservation programs in Utah.  A periodic optimization review provides indicators of efficiency of the state appropriated funds.  April 30 will be the first meeting for review the conservation district programs and their relationship with UDAF and UACD.  

RESOURCE ASSESSMENT UPDATE
Mr. Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrator, handed out the draft of the State Resource Assessment.  He asked the Commission to review the assessment, and submit any changes that need to be made back to him.
Election Process Review

Mr. Mickelson handed out a report showing in the step by step dates that election items are completed.  He asked the Commission to review for discussion at a later date.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS TRAINING
Ms. Sherie Edginton, UCC Program Secretary, handed out a report on the rules concerning open meetings and publishing meeting notices on the Utah Public Notice Website.

UTAH CONSERVATION FIELD DAY

Ms. Desiree Van Dyke, UACD, Zone 2 Coordinator, reported the 2012 Utah Conservation Field Day will be sponsored by Salt Lake and Weber County CDs, and will be held May 23, with a UCC meeting May 22.  The theme of the field day is “Ag in the City”.
OTHER ITEMS
Mr. Robert Hougaard, Director, Plant Industry, reported on the Invasive Weed granting process.  Applications will be submitted to Mr. Ron Davidson, Director, Conservation and Resource Management, and then a grant ranking committee will meet to rank the applications.  The Commissioner with input of the UCC will decide which projects will receive funding.
CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

1.
Utah Water Users Workshop:  March 13-14, St George
2.
Utah Conservation Commission:  May 22, Salt Lake City
3.
Utah Conservation Field Day:  May 23, Salt Lake City
4.
Utah Conservation Commission:  Sept. 11, Salt Lake City
5.
Conference (Phil Rasmussen): Sept, 12, Salt Lake City
6.
Utah Conservation Commission:  Nov. 7, Provo
7.
Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD Convention):  Nov. 8-9, Provo
ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned 3:21 p.m. 
Sherie Edginton, Conservation Program Secretary

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrative Officer   
Utah Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

March 12, 2012, St George, UT.
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