M I N U T E S (Unapproved Draft)
UTAH CONSERVATION COMMISSION (UCC) MEETING
Regular Meeting, June 22, 2010
Location, Vernal, UT
ATTENDANCE:
Leonard M. Blackham, Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), Standing UCC Chair 
Appointed Conservation District (CD) Supervisor UCC Voting Members:

S. Bruce Karren, acting for Paul Leishman, Zone 1 via conference call

Doug Bateman, Zone 2

Wendell Stembridge, Zone 3 
Ralph Staheli, acting for Allen Henrie, Zone 5

Douglas Pace, Zone 4

Ed Bench, Zone 6 

Bob Barry, Zone 7

Standing Ex-Officio UCC Voting Members:

Willard “Bill” Rasmussen, President, Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Jay Tanner, UDAF State Grazing Advisory Board Chair via conference call
V. Phillip Rasmussen, UT State University Extension (USU) 
Commission Members Absent:

Mike Style, Department of Natural Resources

Lowell Braxton, Utah State Grazing Board

Kevin Carter, Director, Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 

Walt Baker, Water Quality Division, Utah Department of Environmental Quality

Phil McCraley, Utah Weed Supervisor Association President
Alternate UCC Members (Non-voting 3/15/10):

Alan Brown, Zone 3

Jon C Wilde, Zone 6

 Joe Begay, Zone 7

Conservation Partners Representatives:

Gordon Younker, Executive Vice President, UT Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Bracken Henderson, Zone 1 Coordinator, UACD

Desiree Van Dyke, Zone 2 Coordinator, UACD
David Pace, Zone 4 Coordinator, UACD

Tyce Palmer, Zone 5 Coordinator, UACD 
Darrell Gillman, Zone 6 Coordinator, UACD Roger Barton, Zone 7 Coordinator, UACD via conference call

Arthur Douglas, Utah Farm Service Agency

Sylvia Gillen, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

Department of Agriculture and Food:

Kyle Stephens, Deputy Commissioner

Kathleen Clarke, Deputy Commissioner & Acting Director, C&RMd 

W. D. Robinson, Environmental Quality Specialist, C&RM

Thayne Mickelson, UCC/CD Admin. Officer, 

Sherie Edginton, UCC/CD Program Secretary, C&RM

Richard Sandberg, Administrator, Agricultural Loans Section, C&RM 
Roberta Valdez, Loan Specialist, C&RM

Troy Forrest, Utah Grazing Improvement Prog.
Clair Allen, Director, Plant Ind.
Rob Hougaard, Program Manager, Plant Ind.

Guests:
Staci Strenkert, UACD Education Specialist 

Mark Petersen, Utah Farm Bureau
Jan Anderson, Utah Farm Bureau

Howard Thomas, Utah Farm Bureau

Steven Cox, USU Extension

Lawrence D. Withers, Salt Lake CD

Darrell Johnson, Shambip, CD

Loyd Jessop, Dixie CD
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION

1. Meeting Minutes Approval for March 15, 2010 and April 27, 2010
Conference Call
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2. Ratify ARDL Loan
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3. Approve ARDL MOU
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4. Approve Conservation District Elections Policies and Procedures
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5. Write Letter of Thanks to Senator Bennett
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UCC MEETING - CALL TO ORDER 

Utah Dept. of Agriculture & Food (UDAF) Commissioner Leonard Blackham, Utah Conservation Commission (UCC) Chairman, called the meeting to order at 12:59 P.M.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 24 UCC MEETING MINUTES

Commissioner Blackham indicated that the March 15, 2010 UCC meeting minutes, and the April 27, 2010 UCC Conference call meeting minutes draft was distributed electronically and to some by hard copy with this meeting notice.  He asked for action on these minutes.  The motion was made by Mr. Phil Rasmussen to approve the, March 15, 2010 UCC meeting minutes, and the April 27, 2010 UCC conference call minutes, seconded by Mr. Bill Rasmussen.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

REVIEW OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT & AGRICULTURE SUSTAINABLITY
Commissioner Blackham reported even though the Agriculture Easement bill that was presented to the legislature didn’t pass, there is still a lot of interest in this issue.  There was a meeting held in Utah County, organized by the conservation districts in the county.  There was a good attendance of legislators, county commissioners, county planners and mayors.  Everyone that attended wished to maintain agriculture in Utah County.  There were several different issues discussed.  One was clustering development with several producers including there land, for example:  Instead of clustering in 10 acres in a 100 acre plot, it would be 100 acres in a 1000 acre plot, the idea being, that larger tracks of land could remain contiguous.  The Commissioner felt that if Agriculture easements and maintaining agriculture in the state is to succeed, it will need to be driven locally.  The focus needs to change from open space to food production.
If each district could decide how big the easements were it might be better.  In the Wasatch Front districts, the easements might be as small as 5 acres, but in the more rural districts they could be as big as 2-3 thousand acres.  
There needs to be a loosely formed committee that kept the discussion and push moving forward, chaired by Bruce Karren.  The push needs to come from the more urban districts.  

RESOURCE ASSESSMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Rich County Resource Assessment Progress Report

Mr. Bracken Henderson, UACD Coordinator, Zone 1, handed out the resource assessment draft for Rich County.  Rich County has developed the template that can be used by all the counties.  The different counties can input the resource needs and concerns for their individual county.  In Rich county invasive species is one of their major concerns.  The counties need to contact different agencies to get accurate information to input into the resource assessment.  
San Juan County Resource Assessment Progress Report
Mr. Bob Barry, UCC Member Zone 7, reported San Juan County is struggling with the issue of who will read the assessment.  The district has decided what the top issues are in the district, now the information about those issues will be compiled in to the template format.  Bob worries the assessments will be put on a shelf and not looked at again.  
Ms. Sylvia Gillen, State Conservationist, NRCS, told the commission the resource assessments will be used to distribute future funding and staffing will be set in each state.  
Commissioner Blackham reported after the county assessments are completed, then the Commission should decide what will be compiled into the State assessment.  There is funding to hire a temporary employee to help write the assessments.  
The plan is to finish Rich and San Juan County by fall, and then complete the rest in a year.

UPDATE STATUS ON AFO/CAFO RULES
Commissioner Blackham reported for Walt Baker, DEQ Executive Director, that the draft is being re-written.  The draft should be ready to present at the next Commission meeting.  
GRASSHOPPER AND MORMON CRICKET INFESTATIONS
Mr. Clair Allen, UDAF Plant Industry Director, reported Steve Burningham has retired; Clair introduced Rob Hougaard, who is now over the weed program.  There was a pesticide collection day at the IFA and Steve Reagan stores.  The department collected 35,000 pounds of unwanted pesticides.  In 2006, 675 Japanese beetles were found in the Orem area, in 2007, there were 2152 beetles, in 2008, 99 beetles were found and in 2009, 5 beetles were found.  The goal for 2010 not to find any Japanese beetles.  This year Mormon crickets are not currently a problem; however projections indicate that there could be a 276% increase in the grasshopper infestation.  The areas that were treated for grasshoppers last year, they haven’t found any grasshoppers this year.  Areas that will be treated this year are federal and state lands in Jensen and Central Utah.  The pesticide that will be used can only be used on pasture and rangeland.  If private landowners want to have their property treated, the state has a program that will pay 75% of the cost and the landowner will pay 25%.  In order to qualify for the reimbursement of cost, the landowner must be certified there are 8 or more grasshoppers per square yard of land.  
Farm Service Agency
Mr. Steve Lawrence, Utah Farm Service Agency, reported on FSAs work on the 2005 flood restoration in Washington County.  He reported on the Conservation Reserve Program, which takes highly erodible cropland out of production and place vegetative cover.  The Livestock Indemnity Program is for ranchers who have lost livestock due to severe weather.  This program will pay 75% of the value of the lost livestock.  The Livestock Forage Program applies to ranchers that graze on federal lands.  This program will help if the grazing has been lost due to fire or drought.  There is a program offered that will insure livestock and crops that insurance companies won’t cover.  
ENVIROTHON REPORT
Ms. Staci Strenkert, UACD Education Coordinator, reported the Envirothon was held April 30-May 1 in Wasatch County.  There were 25 teams, and the winning team was from Logan High School.  They will now travel to California in August for the Canon Envirothon.  She invited everyone to get involved with the Envirothon.  
UCC & CONSERVATION DISTRICTS (CD) BUSINESS ITEMS.

Mr. Richard Sandberg, Administrator UDAF Agricultural Loans Section, reported Roberta Valdez has been promoted to Loan Specialist.  
Agriculture Resource Development Loan (ARDL) Program Update

Mr. Richard Sandberg, Administrator UDAF Agricultural Loans Section, reported on the ARDL program status as of May 31, 2010.  The total Legislative appropriation is $19,996,530.  The principal balance of loans is $22,840,781, with $1,293,520 in undisbursed funds, totaling $24,134,301.  There are 663 contracted loans, and 74 active applications.  The average loan size is $36,402.  There were 11 loans 30 days past due.  Principal repayments year to date are $3,252,500; interest payments are $626,942; penalty payments are $6,965, totaling $3,886,407.  There have been 74 loans paid off and 62 new loans at a total of $4,229,005.  The average new loan size is $68,210.  $162,926 was paid to UACD in TA fees.

There is $492,375 in the ARDL bank account, and $6,312,465 in the investment account.  There is $1,293,520 in undisbursed loans.  There is $3,964,997 in loan applications in process and $1,238,364 in zone allocations, totaling $5,203,361. 
Mr. Sandberg reported on a loan that was approved by the ARDL Executive Committee, for Annabella Land and Cattle Co. LLC.  The loan amount is $291,543 that will be used to improve overall production of crops, providing for better distribution of water use and conservation.  A motion to ratify the decision of the ARDL Executive Committee for the loan to Annabella Land and Cattle Co., LLC was made by Mr. Douglas Pace, seconded by Mr. Wendell Stembridge.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
MOU

Commissioner Blackham reported there was an MOU between the ARDL program, the Department of Agriculture and the Utah Association of Conservation District.  It was reviewed at a previous meeting, but the MOU needs to be approved.  A motion to approve the MOU was made by Mr. Doug Pace, seconded by Mr. Bob Barry.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
Conservation District Elections Policies and Procedures (approval)
Mr. Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrator, reviewed the Conservation district Elections Policies and Procedures that was handed out at the last meeting.  He asked that a motion be made to approve the policies.   A motion was made to approve the Conservation District Elections Policies and Procedures by Mr. Bill Rasmussen, seconded by Mr. Phil Rasmussen.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
SERA Update
Mr. Mickelson handed out a report showing what each district had used for SERA to date, and what was still available to use.   
2011 Utah Conservation Field Day Host

Mr. Mickelson handed out a spreadsheet showing the history of where the Conservation Field Days have been held in the past and theme of the Field Day.  Next year it will be held in Millard CD. 

2010Graham Quate Award
Mr. Mickelson reminded the Commission that all 2010 Graham Quate award nominees need to be into the UCC office by September 1.  
NASCA Policies

Mr. Mickelson handed out a report of recent NASCA Resolutions, and asked the Commission if there were any issues that need to be reviewed, a resolution and be submitted and discussed at the NASCA meeting in Durango the end of August.

Governor’s Appointment for Commission Members

Mr. Mickelson asked the appointed members that need to be re-appointed or appointed for the first time to submit their applications on the website or give their information to Thayne or Sherie to enter the information for the Commission Member.  

UTAH CONSERVATION FIELD DAY

Mr. Darrell Gillman, Zone 6 Coordinator, reported on the activities for that evening and the next day for the Utah Conservation Field Day that will be held in Daggett County.  
OTHER ITEMS

Mr. Doug Pace, UCC Member Zone 4, asked for a motion that a letter be sent to Senator Bob Bennett, thanking him for his help and service to agriculture producers in the state, seconded by Mr. Bill Rasmussen.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

1. 
Utah Conservation Field Day:  June 22-23 – Vernal (Daggett)
2.
NASCA Annual Meeting & Field Staff Sharing Session: August 29-31 – Durango, CO
3.
Utah Conservation Commission (UCC): September 13 – Salt Lake City (UDAF)

4.
NPS – Water Quality Conference: October 5-7 – Richfield

5.
Utah Conservation Commission (UCC):  November 8 – Layton

6.
UACD Convention:  November 9-10 - Layton

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned 3:42 p.m. 
Sherie Edginton, Conservation Program Secretary

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrative Officer   
Utah Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

June 22, 2010, Vernal, UT
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